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NARRATIVE 


OF THE 


Transactions in BENGAL. 


ExtraSi of Gonfultation of the §th of 
March, 1763. 

“ AKIN G now into confide r a* 

tej! 

^ T $3 . tion tfte necelfary regulations 
k-SF^jn? for reftraining our agents and 
gomaftahs, from interfering with any 
affairs of the country government, in- 
juring the people; or being injured by 
them, and for deciding of difputes which 
may arife between them : It is agreed. 
First, That atallthofeaurungs which 
are adjacent to, or under the manage- 
ment of the fubordinate factories, the 
gomaftahs, in cafe of. being injured by 
any of the officers of the government or 
their dependents, fhall firft make theft 
Vol. III. B appli- 
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A Narrative of the 

ap plication for redrefs, in writing to the 
officer of the government, refiding on 
the fpot ; from whom, if he does not 
receive immediate fatisfadtion, he ffiall 
fend his complaint to the chief of the 
neareft fadtory, who ffiall be empowered 
to take cognizance of the fame, and de- 
mand, or exadt, if neceflary, the fatis- 
fadtion which the cafe may require j but 
that it is to be underftood in relpedt of 
weavers, pykars, and all others who re- 
ceive advances of money for goods to be 
provided, or are indebted for goods 
bought, the gomaftahs ffiall retain their 
power as ufual, to call fuch perfons to 
account. That, on the other hand, 
where the government’s people ffiall have 
reafon to complain againft Engliffi go- 
tnaftahs or agents, they ffiall give the 
faid agent or gomaftah notice of the 
complaint in writing, requiring and re- 
commending to him to fettle it in an a- 
micable and equitable manner j and in 
cafe the agent or gojnaftah refufes, or 
negledts, to fettle it in fuch manner, as 
ffiall appear reafonable to the govern- 
ment’s . 
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ment’s officer, he (hall then tranfmit an 
account of it to the chief of the neareft 
English factory, and' deliver a copy of 
the faid account to the gomaftah. And 
the chief of the factory is hereby requir- 
ed to examine ftrhftly into the affair, 
and decide it according to juft ice, giving 
a copy of his determination to the officer 
of the government, who made the com- 
plaint. That the gentlemen of the fu- 
bordinates fhall keep a regifter of fuch 
complaints, with the decifions paft on 
them, a copy whereof fhall be forward- 
ed monthly to the Prefidency. 

Secondly, With refpeft to the dif- 
tant places where trade is carried on, 
fuch as Rungpoor, Poorneea, Gwalpa- 
rah and Rangamettee, there is at prefent 
no refident on the part of the Company ; 
but at Rungpoor, a provifion of filk is 
made by a gomaftah, from Coffimbuzar 
fa&ory, which provifion, it is hoped, 
may be increafed and improved, by the 
care of a covenanted fervant. At the 
fame time, the Situation of the place is 
fuch, as will be convenient for examin- 
B 2 ' ing 
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ing the complaints, and deciding the 
difputes which may arife in moil of thofe 
places. 

Agreed, therefore, that the addition 
of a fenior fervant be made to the Coun- 
cil at Coffimbuzar, and that he be ap- 
pointed refident at Rungpoor. 

That the orders forbidding our fer- 
vants or dependents, from holding 
lands, gunges, rents or employments of 
any kind, under the country government, 
lhall be again repeated. 

That fuch, „ however, as have in- 
herited taalooks from purchafe, or other 
good right, fhall not be obliged to give 
them up, but hold them as other taalook- 
dars in the country, being informed once 
for all, that in refpedt to fuch rents held 
from the government, they are not to 
avail themfelves of our prote&ion to in- 
vert them with any particular privileges. 

That fuch complaints as have alrea- 
dy been made, and tranlmitted to the 
feveral fubordinates, lhall be inquired 
into, and decided conformably to the 
above regulation ; and that fuch as have 

not 


v 
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not yet, ffiall now be forwarded to the 
proper fubordinates for that purpofe.” 

This regulation might anfwer very 
well, if all chiefs and refidents of the 
Englifh were difinterefted men, would 
receive complaints againft their own go- 
maftahs with temper, and decide them 
with juftice and equity, even if their own 
profits were to be leflened by it. But a 
fucceffion of fuch men is not to be ex- 
pected in any fervice ; and there is be- 
fides another difficulty, proceeding from 
the diftance of the places, where fome 
of thefe gomaftahs are employed, from 
any of the Company’s factories fo that 
in many cafes it would be impoffible to 
get at the truth ; and it is ealy to con- 
ceive the diforder which muft take place 
in any community, where there exilts 
no power of determining on the fpot the 
difputes which may arife. 

I imagined the Nabob would be 
much alarmed, by the affembly of the 
members of the Council from the fubor- 
dinate factories, and the reports which 
B 3 would 
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would reach him from Calcutta, of their 
being determined to break with him. 
We heard now of his being on his re- 
turn from his expedition to Beteea and 
Napaul ; and I concluded, that the be- 
ing nearer at hand to fettle the conteft- 
ed points, was the chief reafon for his 
quick return, although it was reported, 
he had been defeated on the borders of 
Napaul. His apprehenfions of the de- 
signs of the Council againft him, can- 
not be ft ronger expreffed than in his own 
letters. 

The following are copies of bis let- 
ters of the 22d and 26th of February. 

TheN&oh's Letter of tbezzd of IcebTVLQxy. 

“ TXT HEN you came here an agree-* 

* V ment in writing was made be- 
tween us, which I imagined all the gen- 
tlemen would confent to ; but it is a- 
mazing, that not a Angle perfbn has ap- 
proved of it. 

Notwithstanding aHyou-have-ex- " 
prefsly directed to the chiefs of the Fatna 
and Dacca factories, they do- not pay any 
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regard to it; but return for anfwer, 
“ We do not approve of the Governor’s 
<l proceedings ; when the gentlemen of 
“ the Council write to ns, we will kn- 
“ mediately follow their directions.” 

Since the commencement of Meer 
Mahomed Jafficr Cawn’s management 
to the prefent tense, I have not known 
any one. bat yourfelf. Ntw the gentle- 
men of all the factories do not regard 
your directions, but require the orders 
of the Council, and they ruin the affairs 
both of this province and Bengal* the 
zemindar rees, the merchandize, the rei- 
ats, &e. for what reafon' I cannot con- 
ceive. 1 neither have, nor fhali nego- 
tiate with any p er f bn but yourfelf j and 
therefore I plainly write, that if you in- 
tend to regard the agreement made be- 
tween us, you {hould adt in fuch a man- 
ner, that the gentlemen: may not make 
their objections to it ; if not, advHe me 
©f it. J undcrftand, that a number of 
the gentlemen are inclined to eftablifh 
another Subahdar. This appears to me 
a trivial matter. Let them- effablifli 
B 4 whom 


* 
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whom they pleafe, it is of no confe- 
quence to me. I do not regard matters 
of fo fmall importance. God made the 
world, and every thing is ruled by him. 

I beg you will fpeedily write me an an- 
fvver to this letter. Herewith I fend 
you copies of a letter to Rajah Nobit 
Roy from Mr. Ellis, and one from Jef- 
farut Cawn to me. I gave you lands to 
the amount of fifty lacks of rupees, for 
the maintenance of troops to deftroy my 
enemies ; but it is amazing, that a num- 
ber of gentlemen have,, on the contrary, 
collected troops again ft me, in order to 
ruin my country. It is the univerfal per- 
fuafion, that the Europeans are to be 
confided in j but to fee all this furprizes 
me much.” 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
. Governor , dated February 26, 1763. 

'VT' OUR favour is arrived, and has 
X given me much fatisfa&ion. You 
write, that “ at this time you are in- 
“ formed, by a letter from the chief of 
“ Patoa fadory, that as the Company’s 

“ fait- 
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“ lalt-petre was coming from about 
“ Gauzypoor laden on bullocks ; the au- 
<( mil, at a place called Manjee, took 
“ off the falt-petre from the bullocks, 
“ and drove away the bullocks, and the 
“ falt-petre is lying at the aforefaid place. 
“ Alfo that one boat of the Company’s 
“ laden with falt-petre, the officer at a 
“ place called Seefan has feized, unladen 
** the falt-petre, nor will let it pafs. A- 
“ gain, that four boats laden with bee- 
“ tie-nut, which were proceeding in 
“ the way, purfuant to a duftuck from 
“ the chief of Dacca fadtory, the fou- 
“ gedar ofRajemahl has detained, want- 
** ing to coiled: a duty. If I have any de- 
“ fire to remove all fufpicion from your 
“ bread:, I muft puniffi my officers one 
“ and all ; that agreeably to the letter 
“ which you have written and given to 
“ me, the affairs of my government, 
“ and the Company’s trade, ffiould go 
** on in a courfe lefs interrupted than 
“ heretofore ; and ho Angle article of 
** goods that has the Company’s duftuck 
** with it ffiould be impeded; nor ffiould 

“ there 
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« there be in any place the leaft obstacle 
«« to your buying and felling the coun- 
“ try commodities ; hut upon fait, to- 
“ bacco, beetle-nut, and dried fifb, I 
** fhould take nine per cent, upon the 
“ coft, and give my own duftuck ; but 
“ that the officers of my government 
** feign orders of themfelves, and report 
** abroad, that the Engiifh gomaftahs 
“■ are not to he allowed in the country, 
nor any one buy or fefl, or do any 
** manner of bufinefs with them. That 
<* by thefe proceedings, the agreement 
u concluded! between you and me is to- 
« tally broken, and there will be ano- 
«* ther treaty made, in which it will be 

** particularly exprefied how my officers- 
“ are to a£t, and) how the Eaglifh go- 
** maftahs ; and: fince letters from me 
** to you, and yon to me:, with their 
** anfwers, are not fefs than a mouth in 
** coming, and you cannot allow that 
** the Company ’s bufineffc, and that of 
**■ the Engiifh gentlemen, fhouid remain 
“ in fofpence for my orders that ffiere- 
* fore I muft write to Meet Syed Ma- 

“ homed 
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“ homed Cawn at Moorihedahad, and 
** to Mahomed Alice Reg at Dacca, that 
* { as a new treaty is intended to. he made 
“ and ratified by both parties r until it 
<c is concluded and fent to them, they 
**■ muff eaufe the hufinefe of the Com- 
" pany, and private gentlemen, to go 
**■ on iia the, manner itt formerly was eon- 
“■ dufted;- and that if my officers in the 
“ provinces, aft contrary foeceto, yon 
** will fend the Company’s: farces to 
tf> cleat your bufinefsu' 

Sm, although withcefpeft to the cat- 
tle for carrying your petre* J know there 
has been no.ob&tuftioa at ail ; yet I have 
tent orders evory where*. to examine into 
the affair of the: buRocfes* laden with pe- 
tre> and alfo foe boats. Hereafter I 
wiH writ® yoit the parfonlars, and fend 
foam. And with regard, to foe boats 
Ihden vufobeerift-nut, mwhich,youwrite 
Cooiaab Aahim. demands duties, Sir, 
before die arrival of your friendly letter, 
Cootub. Aalum. had cepsefented in aa 
arzee to me,. that there were £bme. boats, 
of which you, had tekafei.befote his face 

all 
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would reach him from Calcutta, of theif 
being determined to break with him. 
We heard now of his being on his re- 
turn from his expedition to Beteea and 
Napaul j and I concluded, that the be- 
ing nearer at hand to fettle the conteft- 
ed points, was the chief reafon for his 
quick return, although it was reported, 
he had been defeated on the borders of 
Napaul. His apprehenfions of the de- 
figns of the Council againft him, can- 
not be ftronger expreffed than in his own 
letters. 

The following are copies of his let- 
ters of the 22d and 26th of February. 

T^NabobVX etterofthe 2 zd ^February, 

“ \\J, HEN you came here an agree- 
« * ment in writing was made be- 
tween us, which I imagined ah the gen- 
tlemen would confent to } but it is a- 
mazing, that not a fingle perfon has ap- 
proved of it. 

Notwithstanding alb yon have-ex- ' 
prefsly directed to the chiefs of the Patna 
and Dacca fa&ories, they do- not pay any 

regard 
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regard to it j but return for anfwer, 
“ We do not approve of the Governor’s 
“ proceedings ; when the gentlemen of 
“ the Council write to us, we will im- 
“ mediately follow their directions.” 

Since the commencement of Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier C awn’s management 
to the prefent time, I have not known 
any one but yeurfelf. Now the gentle- 
men of all the factories do not regard 
your directions, but require the orders: 
of the Council, and they rain the affairs 
both of this province and Bengal, the 
zemindar rees, the merchandize, the rei- 
ats, for what reafouT cannot con- 
ceive. 1 neither have, nor flrall nego- 
tiate with any perfbn but yourfelf } and 
therefore I plainly write, that if you in- 
tend to regard the agreement made be- 
tween us, you fhould a& in filch a man- 
ner, that the gentlemen may not make 
their objections to it ; if net, advrfe me 
©f it. I underftand, that a number of 
the gentlemen are inclined to eftablifli 
another Sufeahdar. This appears to me 
a trivial matter. Let them edabhfft 
B 4 whom 
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«« there be in any place the leaft ofeffeacle 
«« to your buying and felling the coun- 
** try commodities ; but upon felt, to- 
« bacco, beetle-nut, and dried fifh, I 
“ fhould take nine per cent, upon the 
“ cod:, and give my own duffcuek , but 
« that the officers of my government 
«* feign orders of themfelves, and report 
** abroad, that the Englifh gomadahs 
** are not to be allowed in the country, 
“■ bof any one buy or fell, or do any 
“ manner of bufinefs with them. That 
by thefe proceedings, the agreement 
** concluded* between you and me is to- 
“ tally broken, and; there will be ano- 
**■ ther treaty made, in which it will be 
** particularly expreflied how my officers 
“ are to a£, and) how the Englifh go- 
•* rnaftahs ; and fince letters from me 
** to you, and you to me, with their 
** anfwers, are not lefs than a month in 
** coming, and you cannot allow that 
** the Company^ hufinefe, and that of 
“ the English gentlemen, fboald remain 
“ hv fufpence for my order;, that there- 
* fore l moft write to Mcer Syed Ma- 

“ homed 
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c< homed Ca,wn at M o oifbedahad » and 
“ toMahomed AlLee Beg at Dacca, that 
“ as a new treaty is intended to. he made 
“ and ratified by both parties j until it 
<f is concluded and fent to them, they 
**■ muff caufe the hufinefe. of the. Com- 
** pany, and private gentlemen, to go 
** on id the, manner it formerly was con- 
duded ;■ and that if ixxy officers in the 
“ provinces a6i contrary thereto, yon 
** will fend the Company’s; forces to 
*■* clear your bufinefej' 

Sjft, although with relpe<9< to the cat- 
tle for carrying you c petre, J know there 
has been noob&tra&oa ataU ; yet I have 
feat orders, every where*, to examine into 
the affair of the bullocks, laden with pe- 
t-re,. and alio the boats. Hereafter I 
will write you. the particulars, and fend 
them. And with regard, to the boats 
fedenwilhbecdft-nut, qn.which,youwrke 
Coofeab Aabim demands duties,. Sir, 
before the arrival of your friendly letter, 
Cootub. Aalum had reprefented in m 
arzee to me, that there were feme, boats, 
of which you. bad releafedbefore bis face 
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all but four, which remained, and which, 
becaufe of a forged duftuck, you left in 
charge with him, and proceeded on your 
way. Herewith I inclofe the arzee for 
your perufal. 

Since you were pleafed to obferve, in 
the agreement before alluded to, that 
my duftuck was to be along with the 
purchafe, and fale of beetle-nut, and o- 
ther articles of inland trade ; beyond all 
doubt Cootub Aalum, without being 
ftiewn my duftuck, would not let the 
boats pafs, in which cafe my officer does 
not appear to have committed any fault. 
Be you the judge in this affair. 

As to what you write of the diftur- 
bances of my officers, it appears from 
thence, that the agreement made be- 
tween us the Council has not affented 
to ; to be fure, whatever your gomaftahs 
write, is all exactly Juft and proper, and 
my people tell nothing but lies and bare- 
faced falfities. I muft have all Ioffes in 
your trade made good to you ; but who 
will indemnify' me for the lofs of reve- 
nues, juftly due to my government ? 

I MUST 
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. must cut off" my officers heads ; 
i your gomaftahs, who are guilty of 
preffions, receive encouragement from 
au. You know very well. Sir, that I 
"toC vcr defired fuch a treaty, it was mere- 
ly in compliance with your pleafure, that 
I a (Tented to it. Now that the Council 
do not agree to it, and want to make ano- 
ther treaty, this is unreafonable. Three 
demands which I formerly made to you, 
I now again repeat. The firft is this ; 
from the beginning until now, the Na- 
zim of Bengal correfponded with the 
Governor of Calcutta, as I have and do 
with you, having no correfpondence 
with the reft of the Board. 

The fecond is, I have before remark- 
ed to you, that the Company’s trade has 
been eftabliffied from time immemorial ; 
but, at prefent, befides the Company’s 
trade, the gomaftahs of the English gen- 
tlemen have fet up the trade of fait, to- 
bacco, dried fifti, timbers, &c. and pur- 
chafe from the country people by force 
and extortion, and are continually mak- 
ing unjuft difputes and wrangling with 

my 
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my officers, io that the poor, the inha- 
bitants, the merchants, and manufac- 
turers of my country are oppreffed, and 
both you and myfelf are troubled with 
unjuft vexations. Now I fay, that your 
gomaftahs are to trade as heretofore, in 
merchandize imported and exported; and 
are to refrain from thofe articles of trade, 
which interfere with the revenues due to 
my government, and are a caufe of dif- 
putes, and the ruin of the inhabitants 
and poor people. 

T h £ third is, whether your will is, 
that I (hall have the charge of the ex- 
pences of the army, and management of 
the country, and his Majefty’s revenues j 
and that your gomaftahs (hall carry on 
thofe branches of trade, which were ne- 
ver allowed in the country, opprefs the 
country, % interfering in the govern- 
ment, under pretence of trade, and that 
my officers (hall not have their due au- 
. thority, nor offer to oppofe them. If 
this be the cafe, it is out of my power 
to carry on the bufinefs of this fubah- 
darree. I wifh not to be concerned in 

a charge 
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* charge of fo much vexation i yon may 
be pleafed to find out fome other that 
will undertake it. For my part, I am 
heartily tired, with thefe difpotes and 
wranglings. Why do you take the 
trouble to fetid forces againft my officers i 
Why do not you write to them to quit 
their flations, and repair to use, for they 
have no forces to oppofe you ? You are 
fenfible, that in Chittagong, Midnapoor, 
and Burdwan, which, agreeable to trea- 
ty, I ceded to the Company ; not a man 
of mine ever enters, and I refrain even 
from providing die cuftomary cloths for 
my own ufe. If you do not determine 
juftly for me, it is a matter of greatfur- 
prize.” 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor . Dated February 26, 1763. 

** 'VT’OUR letter is arrived, and has 
*“■' much rooked me. You write, 
that, “ by a copy of the letter which 
“ Mahomed Allee Beg wrote to Meer 
“ Abdulla, the aumil of the perganah 
t( of Sundeep, it appears, Mahomed 

“ Allee 
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“ Allee Beg’s intention is, that not a 
** fingle Englilhman fhall be fuffered in 
“ the country ; that, moreover, he has 
“ occafioned much lofs to the Compa- 
t( ny’s bufinefs, and therefore the treaty 
** made between us is totally broken 
“ by Mahomed Allee Beg j that I mufti 
** bring the aforefaid perfon to puniih- 
** ment, or you cannot fit by inactive, 
** and let the Company’s bufinefs go to 
“ ruin ; alfo, that the Chief of Lucky- 
“ poor, neither imprifoned my yefla- 
“ wal, nor killed any burcandaffee, 
“ nor detained Golam Ahmud ; and 
“ that all which Mahomed Allee Beg 

wrote tome, on that fubjeS;, is falfe.” 

Sir, you know very well who the 
perfon is, that occafions all the mifchief 
between us. The puniftyng of Maho- 
med Allee Beg is a trifle ; and God will- 
ing, when I arrive in Bengal, if he (hall 
have committed any fault, I will chaftize 
him. 

But you have no power to punifti any 
perfon that creates mifchief under your 

adminiftration ; 
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idminiftration. Your order is abfolute, 
with refpedt to my people, but you have 
not the leail command over your own. 

It is highly incumbent on you to 
call fuch perfons to an account, or they 
will occafion a rupture between you and 
me. From the beginning, even until 
now, I have never meddled with a Angle 
gomaftah, or any one of your people ; 
out your chief, who has before confin- 
ed my officers, now again wants to fend 
troops againft: them, and have them 
brought bound. It is furprifing that 
you retort this charge upon me. 

You accufe me of thefe things, tho’ 
I have no hand in them $ but what occa- 
fion is there to alledge the complaints of 
your gomaftahs, for a pretence to tell 
me, that Mahomed Allee Beg, by his op- 
preffions, has broken the agreement be- 
tween us. Sir, expreffions of this kind* 
imply fome other defign ; fince, I have 
never leen or heard, that any fervants, 
by their miibehavior, fhould deftroy a 
treaty concluded by their fuperiors. You 
muft be fenfible of this, and why will 

Vol. III. C you 
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you throw the blame upon another ? 
What JelTarut Cawn, and Mahomed Al- 
lee Eeg, formerly wrote on the fubjed: 
of my yeffawal’s confinement, I imme- 
diately tranfmitted to you, as they re- 
lated it, and this you are greatly offend- 
ed at. But when you, in confequence 
of an information from the chief of 
Luckypoor, infilled, that Mahomed Al- 
lee Beg had killed your . feepoys, what 
better proofs had you of that charge, 
that you are now ,fo much offended at 
this trivial complaint of theirs ? For, at 
this time alfo, my yeffawal, who is ar- \ 
rived, and was interrogated before me, ! 
makes the following relation, viz. that 
“ when he reached Luckypoor, he Ihew- 
«* ed my duftuck to Golam Ahmud, that \ 

• 4 ‘ fcarce an hour had paft, when the 
“ chief of Luckypoor ffdory fent 200 
* f men, and furrounded him when he 
“ was alone, and unattended, and ill 
“ treating him, carried him off as fall - 
“ as they co«d, with many ads of vfo- \ 

“ lence: that the chief aforefaid, and J 
** others of the people employed under »■ 

“ him, f 

I 

f 
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him, faid, “ We made Jaffier Al- 
“ lee Cawn Nabob, and afterwards 
“ turned him out again ; and Coffim 
“ Allee alfo, is one of our fetting up, 
<f and this duftuck, which you have 
“ brought, we will pay no regard to.” 
** That with fuch infults they kept him 
“ three days in confinement, but the 
“ hircarra efcaping, carried this news 
" to Jeflarut Cawn, and Mahomed Al- 
“ lee Beg; that foon after, in confe- 
“ quence of a letter from the Governor 
“ of Calcutta, to the chief there, he 
“ was fent with Golam Ahmud to me. 

At the time the chief aforefaid had 
confined my yeflawal, with all this ig- 
nominy and ill treatment, how did Ma- 
homed Allee Beg know that he would 
releafe him after three days, and lend him 
to me ? Had not your letter arrived, he 
never would have releafed my yeflawal. 
It was in confequence of the account of 
the hircarra, that Jeflarut Cawn, and 
Mahomed Allee Beg, wrote me the par- 
ticulars of my yeflawal’s confinement. 
As you are a wife man, weigh well the 
C 2 behavior 
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behavior of the Englifh and my officers, 
and judge which fide is injured, and who 
are the perfons that a dt contrary to our 
agreement, and fecretly fpread infamous 
and injurious reports to the prejudice of 
men of character. 

To conclude, how many fleets of boats 
are there at Patna ! Yet cannot I get fo 
much as a Angle boat to crofs the Ganges; 
and the very boats that I had procured, 
the people of your factory there have for- 
cibly taken from me.” 

The Nabob’s letters of the 26 th of 
February having been read in Council 
the 7th of March, it was refolved, that 
the following anfwer fhould be' wrote 
him by me as Prefident. 

The Governor's Letter to the Nabob. 

J Have received your letters of the 
26th of February, which having 
read to the gentlemen of Council, they 
agree with m* in opinion, that there ap- 
pears throughout a general difinclination 
to give us any fatisfa&ion for the inter- 
ruptions 
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-uptions and ill ufage which the bufinefs 
of the Engliffi Company and gentlemen 
has received from Mahomed Allee, and 
other officers of your government ; and 
that both your letters feem on the whole 
rather an evafion, than an anfwer to my 
reprefentations. I am therefore now, in 
my own name, and in the name of the 
gentlemen of Council, to give you the 
following account of what has been hi- 
therto refolved on by us. The Firmaun, 
and other public orders of the Court, 
together with the fubfequent treaties with 
the Nabobs, having been referred to, 
and ftri&ly examined, we find that the 
Englifh, having the Company’s duftuck, 
are thereby entitled to carry on their 
trade, as well foreign as inland, in the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, 
duty free. By the tenor of them there- 
fore the Council are determined to abide. 
We have however taken information of 
the cuflora that has hitherto prevailed in 
the different parts of the country, with 
refpett to the Engliffi paying a duty on 
certain articles of inland trade, and from 
C 3 thcfe 
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thefe we learn, that the articles of fait 
and tobacco are the only ones which have 
paid fuch duty and that the latter ar- 
ticle has paid it only at the factories of 
Luckypoor and Dacca. This being the 
cafe, and as we do not mean to break 
entirely through this eltablifhed cultom, 
although the aforementioned grants give 
tig a full fanCtion to trade duty free, we ' 
have determined, that a confederation 
lhall continue to be paid to your govern- 
ment on fait,' after the rate of two and 
half per cent, as will be explained to you 
by Mr. Amyatt *, and the method of \ 

collecting it fettled by him. With re- I 

fpeCt to our gomaftahs; we cannot admit, 1 
that they lhall be under any aCtual con- 
troul of the officers of your government; 
but we have laid down certain regula- 
tions, whereby to retrain them from 
committing injuries, or abufes on the 
country people, as well as to direCt them 
to make their complaint to the chief of 
the factory, in eale of receiving any from 

your 

* Who was at the fame confultation appointed 
to carry the refolutions of the Board to the Nabob. 
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your officers or dependents ; and the faid 
chief will take the neceffary meafures 
for putting a flop to them. 

Copies of the Firmaun, hulbul- 
hookums and treaties, together with the 
rules for collecting the aforefaid duty on 
fait, and guiding the conduCt of our go- 
maftahs and your officers, will be fent to 
you by Mr. Amyatt and Mr. Hay, whom 
myfelf, with the Council, have thought 
proper to depute, to explain to you more 
fully the juftice of thofe rights and pre- 
tentions. 

With refpeCl to the complaints which 
have already been made, we do infill on 
juftice againft all thofe officers of the 
government, who may be proved guilty 
of the extortions and obftruCtions laid to 
their charge ; and that reparation thall 
be made for the Ioffes occafioned thereby. 

On the other hand, all the complaints 
made by your officers in different parts 
of the country againft Englith agents or 
gomaftahs, have been referred to the ex- 
amination of the gentlemen of the facto- 
ries, neareft to thofe places from'whence 
C 4 the 
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the complaints have come ; and whate- 
ver injuftice it may appear they have 
committed, we fhall be particularly care- 
ful to caufe them to make amends for.” 

This letter, as I have before obferv- 
ed, was to be wrote him by me as Pre- 
fdent, which was the ufual form of the 
country correfpondence ; but Mr. John-, 
done, for fear the Nabob might not yet 
be fufficiently convinced of the autho- 
rity of the Council, moved, that a let- 
ter fhould be wrote him by the whole 
Board, to inform him, that all power be- 
longed to them. This motion was over- 
ruled by the majority, who thought it 
fufficient, that an addition fhould be 
made to the foregoing letter upon that 
fubjeft. The following are the pro- 
ceedings in this debate, and the additi- 
onal paragraphs which were drawn up 
in conference. 


ExtraB 
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^xtraSl of Confutation ef March 7, 1763. 

Mr. Johnftone’s Minute. 

“ IV /T R. Johnstone moves, that a 
aVJ. letter fhould now be wrote by 
the Board to theNabob, in anfwer to the 
firft of his three demands, explaining to 
him the powers of the Council ; that it 
is with them in fad he ads, altho’ their 
opinion is tranfmitted thro’ the channel 
of the Prefident ; and that therefore he 
Ihould confider them in the firft degree. 
Further, that in it the Governor’s letter, 
containing the regulations, fhould be 
re-demanded ; and that the letters now 
fent fhould be figned by the Board, and 
fealed with the Company’s feal. 

The fecretary being directed to coi- 
led; the opinions of the Board on this 
motion of Mr. Johnftone’s, the feveral 
members delivered the fame as follows. 

Mr. Watts’ r Opinion. 

Mr. Watts is of opinion, that a 
paragraph fhould be inferted in the let- 
ter to be wrote to the Nabob, explain- 
ing to him the powers of the Board; and 
that the letter fent by Mr. Vanfittart to 

the 
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the Nabob, ihould be demanded back 
as from the Board ; but that the letter 
now fent be forwarded under the Preii- 
nent’s feal. 

Mr. Marriott’* Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott is of the fame opi- 
nion with Mr. Watts. 

Mr. Hay’* Opinion. 

Mr. Hay thinks, that the explana- 
tion regarding the powers of the Coun- 
cil, ihould be made to the Nabob in a 
public letter, agreeable to Mr. Jcfhn- 
ftone’s motion ; but that die demand for 
the letter containing the regulations, 
ihould be made in a letter under the 
Prefident’s feal. 

Mr. Mailings’* Opinion. 

The Company have plainly declared 
their intention, that all correfpondence 
with the country powers ihall be carried 
on thro’ the channel of the Governor $ 
and as an alteration of this cuilom will 
fubjeft the Nabob (who has not been 
ufed to fuch a method, nor can be a Judge 
of the propriety of it) to great perplexi- 
ties, and tend to create a breach between 

us* 
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3, I object to any letter being wrote to 
:he Nabob, but with the Prefident’s feal. 

As to an explanation of the powers of 
the Board, the Nabob to my knowledge 
is well acquainted with them, nor is fuch 
■* information in any wife neeeffary. 

It is alfo unneceffary to demand back 
the Governor’s letter to the Nabob, as 
it will of courfe be annulled by the new 
regulations. 

Mef. Cartier and Biller s’s Opinion. 

Messieurs Cartier and Billers are of 
the fame opinion with Mr. Watts. 

Mr. Batfon’r Opinion. 

Mr. Batson agrees with Mr. John- 
ftone in opinion, that the authority of 
the Board fhould be aflerted, and the 
Governor’s written agreement be de- 
manded back ; and that it is the intereft 
of the publick, that the correlpondence 
fhould be carried on by the Board. 

Major Carnac’r Opinion. 

Major Carnac is of opinion, that 
the Nabob either does not, or will not, 
underftand the powers of the Board ; 

and 
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and therefore they ought to be fo explain- 
ed to him, as to admit of no difpute ; 
which cannot be done any way fo effec- 
tually, as by a letter wrote under the 
publick feal, as propofed by Mr. John- 
ftone in his minute ; and that in the 
fameietter, the Governor’s, containing the 
regulations fhould be demanded back. 

Mr. Amyatt’r Opinion. 

Mr. Amyatt is of Mr. Watts’s o*> 
pinion. 

Major Adams ’s Opinion. 

Major Adams is of opinion, that 
the Nabob’s letters fhould be anfwered, 
by the Prefident, in the name of the 
Board, under his own feal, which with 
the purport of the letter, will fuffici- 
ently convince the Nabob, that the pow- 
er is lodged in the majority of the Coun- 
cil ; and ^ thinks the re-demanding the 
letter, will more properly become a part 
of the inftrudtions to Mef. Amyatt and 
Hay. 

The Prefident’j Opinion. 

The Prefident obferves, that he had 
already explained to the Nabob, more 

than 
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than once, the powers of the Board, 
when he wrote the letter in queflion ; 
but that as the Nabob now affedts to be 
infenfible of the powers of the Board, 
and inftead of complying with his agree- 
mentj endeavors to make the word: ufe 
pofiible of the letter, he thinks he Ihould 
be wrote to in the terms propoled by 
Mr. Johnftone; but that it Ihould be 
wrote, in the ufual manner, through the 
channel of the Prefident, as any other 
method is contrary to the Company’s 
handing orders, as well as detrimental 
to their affairs. 

The majority of the Board being of 
Mr. Watts’s opinion j 

Ordered, that two additional para- 
graphs, expreffing the fenfe thereof, be 
added to the letter, which ^above-di- 
redted to be wrote to the Nabob by the 
Prefident; that the whole letter be drawn 
up by the fecretary, from the refolutions 
of Council ; and when approved by the 
members, be fent to the tranflator, with 
diredtions to render it into Perfian, ap- 
plying to the Prefident for the moon£hee j 

who 
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who ufually writes the letters for that 
purpofe.” 

Copy of the additional Paragraph to the 
Letter to the Nabob. 

** XT'OU mention in your letter, that 
A it has been cuftomary for the $u- 
bahs of thefe provinces, to negotiate 
only with die Governor •, and that you 
- alfo have done heretofore, according to 
that cuftortt, and that you Will not nego- 
tiate with any of the gentlemen of 
Council. In anfwer to which, I muft 
acquaint you, that although it is very 
true, negotiations with the Subahs are 
carried on by the Governor only, yet 
that, and all other bufinefs, depends up- 
on the opinion and determination of the 
Govemor^nd Council together ; Mid, in 
this manner, affairs being confidered and 
refolved on, the Governor is only the 
channel through which it is made known 
to the Subahs, of which alfo you cannot 
but be fenfible, as I have often ac- 
quainted you with it before. It is very 

true. 
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;rue, that the regulations of trade, agreed 
Dn between you and me, are not approv- 
ed of by the Council, and therefore carr- 
ot take place ; and further, the ill be- 
lavior, and violent oppreffions, com- 
nitted by your officers in all parts, by 
abufe of the authority granted diem 
">y that agreement, are fo notorious and 
infupportable, that if they are not put an 
immediate flop to, the friendship be^ 
tween us will be broken j and, as it is 
to be feared, they will continue to aft 
in the fame manner, until they are ac- 
quainted from you, that the intended 
agreement is annulled ; I defire you will 
fend back that letter to me, and acquaint 
your officers, in all parts, that you have 
io returned it.” 

The obvious tendency of motion 
points out, but too plainly, the faftious 
fpirit which diftated it. Since nothing 
could have fo effeftually convinced the 
Nabob, of the weaknefs of our govern- 
ment, and the power of his enemies ; 
befides, that by claiming his acknow- 
ledgment 
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ledgment of an authority, to which he 
had never hitherto been accuftomed ; and 

4 

by throwing the correfpondence into a 
new channel, which he knew to be con- 
trary to the rules of our government, a 
fnare was laid to aggravate the difputes, 
by his difowning that authority, or by 
the perplexity which it mult of courfe 
lead him into, was he even inclined to 
comply with it. 

The difputes were now rifen to fuch 
an height, that it became neceflary, ei- 
ther to put an end to them, by a peace- 
able negotiation, or declare an open war 
againft the Nabob. The former expe- 
dient was preferred ; and it was agreed, 
that one of the members of the Board, 
fhould go on a deputation to the Nabob, 
and treat with him upon the terms of 
our future alliance. Mr. Amyatt offer- 
ed himfelf for this fervice, which was 
unanimoufly accepted ; and, at his own 
requeft, Mr. Hay was afterwards joined 
with him, in the fame commiffion, which 
was to take place as foon as the Nabob, 

who 
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who was immediately acquainted with 
it, would fignify his approbation of it. 

About this time, we received a let- 
ter from the Chief and Council at Patna, 
advifing us, that the Nabob was return- 
ed from his Napaul expedition, in which 
he had been defeated ; and that he had 
eroded the river, and lay encamped at 
Jaffier Cawn’s garden, about two miles 
from the city. 

It was now refolved, that a letter 
lhould be wrote to the Nabob, infilling 
on a pofitive anfwer, to the demands 
made by the Board, for his annulling the 
orders, which he had given to his offi- 
cers. In the mean time, thofe orders 
fubfifting, and the unlimited powers, 
given to the fubordinate factories, were 
productive of daily difturbances, the na- 
tural confequences of jealoufies, inflam- 
ed to the higheft pitch on both fldes. 
From Dacca advices arrived, of a fray 
between the officers of the government, 
and a party of feepoys difpatched to re- 
leafe fome boats that had been- Hopped 
at Jaffier Gunge, in which, the brother 
Vol. III. D of 
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of the cHikeydar was flain, or dange- 
roufly wounded ; and, on the fame day, 
a letter from the gentlemen of Patna, 
informed us of their having fent an offi- 
cer, with three companies of feepoys, to 
Mow, to free the bufinefs of the facto- 
ry, which had received fome interruption 
at that place, and to feize the perfbns 
concerned in it. This the officer effeft- 
ed, taking Akbur Allee Cawn, the Na- • 
bob’s collector, prifbner, whom he car- 
ried to Patna, and left a guard of twelve 
feepoys at Taajepoor, to take care of the 
Company’s falt-petre.- The Nabob, in- 
cenfed at this outrage, committed al~ 
mofl before his eyes, in the firft impulfe 
of his paffion, fent out a party of 500 
horfe to intercept the feepoys, and re- 
leafe his officer j but arriving too late for 
this fervice, they marched againft the 
fmall detachment at Taajepoor, and at- 
tacked it. The feepoys defended tbem- 
felves with great braveiy, but four of 
the number being killed, the reft fub- 
mitted, and Were carried, with the Com- 
pany’s gomaftah, prifoners before the 

Nabob, 
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Nabob, who contented with re- 

primanding the gomaftah, for being the 
inftrument of fuch an infult on his dig- 
nity, and difmified them. 

The Nabob’s behavior, upon this oc- 
cafion, fhews how much he was irritat - 
ed by it ; and, at the fame time, how 
careful he was, even upon the greateft 
provocation, to avoid coming to extre- 
mities. The hircarras, or other bufy 
people, about the factory, took occafion, 
upon this event, to carry news to Mr. 
Ellis, that the Nabob was refolved to 
march back immediately from Ponarac, 
where he then lay encamped, and attack 
the factory. Mr. Ellis, whofe animofi- 
ty againft the Nabob, and wijfhes for a 
rupture, made him give eafy credit to every 
fuch report, fpread their intelligence 
without delay j we were informed of it 
by the Chief and Gouncil at Patna, in 
their letter of the 15^ and of their 
own refolution in that cafe, to pofiefs 
themfelves of the city. This I now dai- 
ly expelled to hear of, for I but too 
plainly faw, that Mr. Ellis fought only 
D 2 a pre- 
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a pretence ^commence open hoftilities ; 
but the prefent occafion was happily re- 
moved by the Nabob’s prudence, in pro- 
ceeding diredtly to Mongheer, where he. 
arrived foon after. 

The letters from Mr. Ellis and the 
Council of Patna, and thofe from the 
Nabob, upon the above tranfadtions, tho’ 
little differing in the relation of the plain 
matters of fadt, I fhall notwithftanding 
infert, as they contain the moll: evident 
marks of the difpofition,of each at this 
time. 

Copy of a Letter from the Chief and Coun- 
cil at Patna to the Governor and Coun- 
cil. Dated March 6, 1763. 
u \\T E now enclofe you translate of 
V V a letter from the Company’s 
gomaftah at Mow, which will give you 
a pretty juft idea of what lengths the 
Nabob intended proceeding to, and how 
greatly he would have diftreffed our af- 
fairs, had he not been timely checked. 

Early this morning we detached three 
companies of feepoys to Mow, under 

the 
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the command of lieutenant E%wnie, with 
orders to clear the Company’s bufinefs 
in that diflriCt, and feize all thofe who 
have interrupted it, agreeable to you'r 
directions. We beg your further orders 
with regard to punifhing them, and can- 
not help obferving, how neceflary it is 
that fome examples fhould be made, in 
order to put an effectual flop to this 
growing evil. 

The Nabob marched two days ago 
from Jaffier Cawn’s garden, and is now 
encamped near Futtuah.” 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 

Governor. Dated March 5, 1763. 
«TH ave had the pleafure duly to re- 
ceive three of your favors, dated 
the 7th and 8th of Shaaban, and under- 
lland the particulars mentioned in them. 

At a time when this government was 
loaded with a balance of revenues due to 
the King, the arrears of the troops, and 
debts owing to the Englifh, I marched 
out of Bengal, and repaired to the ex- 
tremity of the province of Bahar, in or- 
D 3 der 
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der to fettle'thefe matters. That coun- 
try being thus left without a ruler, every 
village and diftrid became, ruined by the 
oppreffions of the Englifh agents and go- 
' maflahs, an entire flop was put to col- 
lc&ing the revenues, and the merchants, 
and the poor, and all my officers, and 
muttafeddees of the public and private 
receipts of cuftom, were diftrefied, and 
deprived of their daily bread j and I am 
a fufferer in the revenues due to my ad- 
miniflration, by near a krore of rupees. 
I have in the mean while made continual 
complaints and reprefentations of this 
injuftice, and Informed you particularly 
and circumftantially of all matters : ne- 
verthelefs you have been pleafed to ©b~ 
ferve, that my officers are to blame. 

When you favoured me with a vifit 
at Mongheer, I laid before yon all my 
Concerns. You were very earned in fet- 
. tling all difputes between my goverment, 
aftd the Englifh Company and gentlemen 
and their gomaftahs : and you in fome 
meafure comforted me, and perfuaded 
me, that f * from that time bufinefs would 

“ be 
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** be carried oninaproper manner, and my 
“ government neither injured, oppreffed, 
“ or damaged. ”Afterwards,onyour return 
to Calcutta, contrary to your agreement 
with me, you detached forces, to carry 
on the bufinefs of the Company and Eng- 
lish gentlemen by compulfion, and to 
beat ai}d chaflife my officers if they of- 
fered to Ipeak a word. For thefe three 
years I have not got a fingle rupee, nor 
a thoufand rupees ; nor one piece, nor ten 
pieces of cloth ; nor a bundle of broad 
cloth, nor ten bundles ; nor a pair of fcif- 
fars, norfo much as aclafp knife, from the 
Englifh gentlemen, or their gomaftahs ; 
at the fame time, they have by violence 
levied fines and penalties, and fums for 
Ioffes in their trade, on my officers, and 
ffill continue to levy them ; and if any of 
my officers refufes to fubmit to this, they 
pour a ftorm of complaints on his head. 

Lately you have repeatedly ordered 
me, “ to let the bufinefs of the Com- 
pany, and the Englifh gentlemen, and 
“ their gomaftahs, go on as was cufio- 
“ mary heretofore in the different parts 
** of the provinces of Bengal and Bahar ; 

D 4 “ to 
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“ to fuffer the money and bullion of 
“ your factories to be coined into ficcas 
“ in my mints ; and to have the wicket 
** and intrenchment in the city of Patna 
“ opened.” I not having it in my power 
* to refufe, have given you the free ufe of 
my mint, and directed the wicket to be 
opened, and a flop to be put to collect- 
ing cuftoms upon traffick in the com- 
modities of my country, from all mer- 
chants, pykars, and djlolls, in the pro- 
vinces of Babar and Bengal ; and I have 
had all gauts and chokeys, both in the 
city and country round about, entirely 
removed. , 

All thefe my Ioffes, are owing en- 
tirely to the favor and indulgence of the 
Council i becaufe that my being Bke the 
Nabob Meer Jaffier indebted to his Ma- 
jefty, and embarraffed by my troops, and 
reduced to his fituation, is what they ap- 
prove of. However, I can never approve 
of my people and merchants being dif- 
treffed, my country oppreffed, myfelf 
defpifed, and fubjedted to daily infults, 
and my officers and fervants ill treated. 
I have therefore chofen to give up all 

thofe 
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thofe points to you. Now I am in ex- 
pe&ation of your anfwer, to inform me 
if my life is fafe ; or if there is any 
thing elfe to be done ?” 

From the Nabob to the Governor , dated 
jVIarch-5, 1763. 

“ T/ - OUR friendly letter, dated the 
A 8th of Shaaban, is arrived, and- 
I.am happy with the news of your welfare. 

You write, that the opinion of the 
Council is as follows. “ They are all ve- 
■“ iy defirous of affifting and fupporting 
■ tc me in my government, but cannot 
bear with patience, that my officers 
“ ffiould impede or damage their com- 
“ meree; that the report of your fetting 
.** up another Nabob is the weak infinu- 
“ ation of defigning men ; that the re- 
** folution of the Board is, to make fuch 
tf an agreement in purfuance of the royal 
“ Firmaun, and the rules of equity, as 
** may leave no room for difpute in fu- 
“ ture, between my officers and their 
“ gomaftahs.” How can I bring my- 
felf firmly to credit this, finceMr. Ellis 

' r k 
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is one of the Council, who, for thefe two 
years paft, has been endeavoring all in 
his power to hurt my affairs, and make 
me appear little in the eyes of the world ; 
nay, is at this time taking pains daily to 
involve me in trouble, parading his com- 
panies of feepoys to provoke me ; and o- 
mitting no opportunity of depreciating 
me both in this my own country, and to 
Shtzjarul Dowla, and other great men at 
court, fending all whatever he can de- 
vife to my difcredit, by means of Shitab- 
roy to Shuja-ul Dowla, &c. and faying 
alfo whatever comes -uppermoft in his 
mind to my prejudice in public aflemblies^- 
In regard to what you write concern- 
ing the royal Firmaun, and your having 
in view the preparation of another trea- 
ty; when you favored me with your com- 
pany at Mongheer, I told your frequent- 
ly, that “ the power of your people was 
great, but I had little to oppofe it. >1 
“ defired you to confider, nor entertain 
“ the notion, that any agreement would 
“ be binding with people accuftomed to 
“ ad:s of opprefiion.” Is not this an in- 

ftance 
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fiance of oppreffion, that the falt-petre 
farms, which I have allowed unto you 
gentlemen, upon the produce of which 
you ufed to pay formerly three, and three 
and half rupees per maund, you now for- 
cibly hold at one and three-fourth of a ru- 
pee, plundering and injuring my people ? 
In this manner my country is to go to ruin, 
and I may not utter a word. Befides all 
this, you write, that it is my own offi- 
cers who create thefe difturbances, ex- 
ercife oppreffion, and injure the falt-pe- 
tre farm. This being the cafe, how can 
any treaty hand good between us ? And 
how can it take effect, if fuch oppreffion 
continues ? Befides, as you have difpatch- 
ed the Company’s troops to chaflife my 
officers, if they but murmur at thefe e- 
vils, why need you trouble yourfelves to 
make any other treaty? In my fervice, 
there is not one who can prejudice me 
againfl you in any affair. Under you 
there is Mr. Ellis, who fails not to pre- 
judice you with evil infinuations againfl 
me, as you muff fee and be fenfihfe, 
tho’ you connive at it, and fay nothing on 

the 
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the fubjedt ; but you are pleafed to think 
(Idonotknow upon what grounds) that I 
have evil-minded people in my fervice. 

I a m at lofs how to adt under thefe 
cenfures, and muft own myfelf infuffi- 
cient, if regulations of this nature take 
place. Be pleafed, therefore, to fet me 
free from the unealinefTes of fuchanadmi- 
niftration ; and let up a perfon for con- 
ducting it, whom the Council may bet- 
ter approve. 

Fuel well I know, that they will 
both condemn me, and injure your good 
name, and bring this about at laft. Why 
do they wait for a charge againft me ? It 
is not the part of honeft men, to bring 
act unjuft charge againft any one, with a 
view" to compafs other deifigns j it is 
better that you do it at this time.” 

Copy of a Letter from the Chief and 
Council at Patna, to the Governor and 
Council. X>ated March 1 2, 1763. 

“ f ft 'HE following is an extradfc of a 
A letter, from lieutenant Downie 
to the Chief, received laft night. “ I 

** have 
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“ have the pleafure to acquaint you, that 
** I have juft now feized Meer Acbur 
** Allee, whom I fhall fend to you j I 
have likewife taken pofleffion of the 
** falt-petre he ieized from the Compa- 
“ ny, and that which he collected from 
“ his perganah, and fhall have it carri- 
“ ed to Mow as fbon as poftible. I will 
<c now proceed to Durbunghy, to catch 
“ the other oppofer of the Company’s 
“ trade.” 

Meer Acbur Allee arrived here 
about noon, under the charge of a fu- 
bahdar, and 50 feepoys ; we have called 
him before us, and the excufe he makes 
for his violent proceedings, is, that he 
was fetting up to z& as the Company’s 
gomaftah; We again repeat our requeft, 
that you will favor us with your orders, 
what we are to do with this man, or any 
other, who may a& in the like manner.” 
Copy of a Letter from the Chief and Coun- 
cil at Patna to the Governor and Coun- 
cil. Dated March 1 5:, 1763 

** TX7'E acquainted you the a 2th, 
VV that lieutenant Downie had 

made- 
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made Meer Acbur Allee a prifoner, and 
taken poflellion of the Company’s petre 
at Taajepoor, where he left it in charge 
of a havaldar, a naick, and twelve fee- 
poys, till it Ihould be removed to the 
factory at Mow. This party was at- 
tacked by a body of 500 horfe, fent for 
that purpofe from the Nabob’s camp, by 
whom four of them have been killed, 
three wounded, and the remainder, with 
the Company’s gomaftah, carried pri- 
foners to the Nabob. The Nabob has 
halted at Ponarac, and we have intelli- 
gence, that he propofes returning here 
to attack us. . Should he carry his threats 
into execution, we lhall immediately pof- 
fefe outfelves of the city, , as the raoft 
^ffe&ual means of rendering his evil de- 
figns abortive;?’ 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated March 1 1, 1763. 

M XT' OUR two favors are arrived, and 
A have rejoiced me. You write, 
** that Mr. Middleton, who refides at 
“ Luckypoor, wrote a letter to you, and 

“ the 



'IranfaBions in Bengal. 47 

** the reft of the Council ; that you have 
ffent me a tranflation thereof, with 
“ copies of the letters which Aca Ma- 
homed Nizam, and Syed BuddulCawn 
“ wrote to the faid gentleman, and o- 
“ thers. That Golam Hoflein is a 
** moonfhee of the Company’s fadtory, 
“ and Mahomed Gazy, collector of the 
** Company’s taalook, annexed to Lucky- 
“ poor; that now Mahomed Alice wants 
to plunder the officers aforefaid, and 
“ feize their perfons ; that it has been 
“ always an eftabliffied rule, that the 
** fervants of the Company remain at 
** the difpofal, and in the poffeffion 
** of the Company ; and Mahomed Al- 
** lee Beg wants to break through it j 
“ that the faid taalook has been in the 
“ poffeffion of the Company, from the 
“ time of Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn. 
“ Moreover, that Cootub Aalura, my 
" officer at Rajemahl, wrote a letter to 
“ Mr. George Gray, a copy of which 
“ you t have alfo fent ; that he, in like 
** manner, wants to feize upontheCom- 
** pany’s taalook, and to remove the ba- 

“ zar 
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** zar of the factory; that you have 
“ lent me a copy of the letter you wrote 
“ to him ; that you are defirous of a ftop 
“ being put to thefe difputes ; and that 
“ the bufinefs of both our governments 
** may be carried on in a proper mann 
“ ner ; but it is daily difturbed by the 
“ villainous proceedings of my officers, 
“ particularly Mahomed Allee Beg j 
“ further, that Syed Jelaul Bocary flops 
“ your boats laden with fait, and demands 
“ extraordinary duties upon them.” 

The tranflated copies of Mr. Middle- 
ton’s letters are arrived, and I fully un- 
derftand the purport of them. 

Since all this wrangling on the part? 
of the gentlemen has ari fen on account' 
of duties, I have, for that reafon, puts 
ftop to the colle&ing of duties, and cuf- 
toms, in all diftridts of the provinces, 
fubjedt to me, as well as to coining of 
money in all my mints ; I have alfo had 
the wicket in Patna opened, as I before 
wrote for your information. Now that 
youarepleafed to write complaints again!! 
Mahomed Allee Beg, I have removed 

him 
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him from Dacca, and fent for him hi- 
ther ; fo you may chufe whom you will, 
amongft the Europeans, to take the ma- 
nagement of Dacca. Although Maho- 
med Allee Beg has neither plundered any 
one, nor placed guards upon the houfe 
of one individual ; yet to put an end to 
all the blame which you heap upon me, 
I have fent for him hither. But Ellis is 
he who has twice committed thefe dif- 
turbances, and not long fin ce placed a 
guard upon my own dwelling, I mean 
the fort of Mongheer j and, at this ve- 
ry time, has detached three companies 
of feepoys, and two pieces of cannon, 
with intent to feize my officers, and has 
actually furrounded the fort of Taaje- 
poor. I know not the reafon of all thefe 
infults from the faid Ellis, nor will I 
put up with fuch violent proceedings 
from him, wherefore I have written as 
much for your information.” 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated March 14, 1763. 

“ |T has been owing folely to the 
friendlhip and regard which I bear 
Vol. III. E to 
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to you, that I have hitherto conftantly 
born in my mind, the marks of your fa- 
* vor •, and, for the friendfhip and kind- 
nefs which you have fhewn to me, I 
have put up with every thing until now, 
that my patience is quite exhaufted. 
Whatever is to be done, you. Sir, do 
it yourfelf ; why fhould you caufe my au- 
thority to be infulted, and my honor in- 
jured, by your fervants, and people of 
low character ? One man may eafily con- 
tinue in friendfhip to one man; but 
to be dependent upon ten people, is be- 
yond the power of man. 

I have, in no wife, been deficient in 
the obfervance of the treaties which you 
made with me, but, from the beginning, 
have fcrupuloufly complied with all my 
agreements. 

At this time, that you have teen 
pleafed to write to me to keep open the 
wicket, and entrenchment in the ci- 
ty of Patna, and for trade to go on as 
ufual, I paid all due reipedt to your let- 
ter, and immediately complied with its 
contents. I had fen t for Zvlahomed Allee 

Beg 
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Beg from Dacca, and I was on my way 
from Patna towards Rajemahl, and had 
reached Barr, when Mr. Ellis Cent three 
companies of feepoys, with two guns, 
in order to furround my fortrefs of Taa- 
jepoor, befides other companies towards 
Durbunga, Mow, Teegra, Sircar Sarum, 
Tekarry, and other diftri&s in different 
parts of the province, by which my af- 
fairs have been fo much hurt, that an 
entire flop is put to the colle&ion of my 
revenues. 

I knew not in what light to confider 
all thefe diflurbances, plunderings and 
ravages ; fb, upon information of this 
news, I difpatched Mahomed Ameen 
Cawn, one of my jemmatdars, towards 
Taajepoor, that he might enquire par- 
ticularly, and bring me intelligence of 
the caufe of Co much cGforder. He had 
not reached the place, before the com- 
panies above-mentioned had taken hold 
of Acbur Allee, Naib of Sheer Zaman, 
my aumil at Taajepoor, and carried 
him away to Patna. My jemmatdar 
wrote me thefe particulars ; in anfwer to 

E 2 which, 

S373 



which, I fent him orders to bring your 
gomaftah, redding at the factory of Taaj e- 
poor to me, that I might enquire of him, 
why my aumil had been feized and car- 
carried away. 

When Mahomed Ameen Cawn drew 
nigh to the factory, your feepoys there, 
by order of the gomaftah, fired upon him 
without challenging him. My jemmat- 
dar, having no other refource, made ufe 
of the force that he had, feized your go- 
maftab, and brought him to me. I ex- 
amined into this affair in the beft man- 
ner, and then difmiffed your gomaftah. 

I found from him, that my aumil was 
by no means in fault ; but Ellis, having 
fixed the blame of all thefe tumults and 
diforders upon my aumils, under pre- 
tence of the faltrpetre, merely from his 
own hatred to me, and violence of tem- 
per, has created thefe difturbances, and 
perfeveres in them. You wrote me here- 
tofore, that by keeping the wicket in 
the city of Patna fhut, a report would 
in all probability prevail amongft the 
people, that the Company and I were 
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at variance. Ellis for two years pall has 
been making all thefe dillurbances, in 
order to demean me," and injure my af- 
fairs. Ought I not to be informed, how 
I am to confider thefe proceedings, and 
what is the reafon of them ? You are my 
friend, bound to free me from all thefe 
infults, which I never can bear with. 
Since die laid gentleman has proceeded 
to aCts of violence againll my officers,' 
Ihould my officers, for the fake of their 
characters. Hand upon the defenfive, you 
are not to reproach me with it ; but if 
you are inclined to allow of Mr. Ellis’s 
adtions, you will do well to give the 
country to him, that you and I may be 
freed from the vexations of it ; for I am 
convinced, that the Council will not put 
an end to thefe dilputes. 

I have halted here at Barr two days, 
on account of this affair j to-morrow I 
lhall march towards Mongheer. 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated March 15, 1763. 

T Have been favored with your let- 
A ter, together with copies of a per- 
E 3 wannah 
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wannah to Mahomed Allee Beg, and other 
papers. You write, “that Mr. Senior paid 
“ the duties upon^oomaunds of faltatthe 
“ Shahbunder, took a pafs, and dilpatched 
“ his {alt j but Syed Jelaul Boeary ftop- 
“ ped it, and required a further duty up- 
“ on it. That at Rungpoor, a duty is de- 
“ manded upon all kinds of goods j upon 
“ which account, the bufmefs of the 
“ Englifli gentlemen, and their gotnaf- 
“ tahs, is entirely Hopped. That at 
“ Shewguftge, belonging to Dinagepoor, 
“ RatnnaUt, my Naib there, has coR 
“ lfctted money, under pretence of a tax, 
“ for the fupport of poor and indigent 
“ people. That Roy Mohunloll, aumil 
“ of Bahar, demands a duty upon ©pi* 
“ um. That as your gomaftahs, about 
“ Rangamettee, are diflrfedbd through 
“ a fcarcity of provifions, you have fent 
“ fome feepoys thither, to bring Syed 
“ Jelaul Boeary to yOn.” 

From the beginning to this time I 
have looked upon myfeff as obliged to 
you ; and have afiented to every thing 
you either fpoke, wrote, or negotiated 

with 
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with me, upon any affair whatever. I 
have to preferve the friendfhip between 
us, put an entire ftop to the collection 
of Jill kinds of duties, and cuffoms upon 
merchandize, as well inland as foreign, 
both from yon and the reft of the Eng- 
lifli gentlemen; and all other people both 
great and fmall ; nay, tho’ it was plain- 
ly to the detriment of my affairs, yet to 
avoid all disputes between your govern- 
ment and mine, I have (hut up all my 
mints ; and I have likewife fent for Ma- 
homed Alice Beg from Dacca. Now 
you unit pleafe to confider if you have 
fpokeo, or written tome, upon any other 
matter, that 1 have not complied with- 
Notwithstanding all this that I 
have done to 'preferve your efteem, and 
although you have expreffed the fincereft 
friendfhip, and regard for me, yet your 
fending Jfeepoys to feize my officers and 
bring than to you, will convince all 
mankind, what folid foundation the 
friendship and love between us is built 
upon. Thefe kinds of reports may be 
E 4 - fuitable 
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fuitable to your intentions, but they 
are by no means agreeable to mine. 

I told you face to face, and have 
written again and again to you, that on 
account of the difference of difpofition, 
betwixt me and the Englifh gentlemen ; 

I looked upon myfelf as inefficient for 
this employment j accordingly, it were 
much better, that in the fame manner 
as they gave it once to me, they now de- 
liver it over to whomfoever they may 
think proper. 

It is very far from the character be- 
coming you, to write me letters breath- 
ing nothing but friendfhip ; and, at the 
fame time, to give ear to the unjuft 
reports of your own people, and take 
fteps towards a rupture. 

I f you are willing to (hew yourfelf a 
friend, immediately order back Syed 
Jelaul Bocary, to his own diftrift ; and 
break not up the foundation of our 
friendfhip; in doing which, by the by, 
you are not backward •, fince, I think- 
there is no great favor in fending your 
feepoys againft my officers, and in writ- 
ing 



TranfaElions in Bengal. 57 

ing to me on fuch fubjedts. If you are 
flill'refolved to make ufe of forces, do 
not write to me, for I will not return 
you an anfwer upon fuch matters. 

In the Nabob ’j own Hand. 

Such difturbances as the Englifh have 
fet on foot, were never known in any 
government, till the time of Meer Ma- 
homed Jaffier Cawn ; that they fhould 
fend feepoys and feize the officers of the 
goverment, and carry them away; at 
the fame time, that the Nazim was look- 
ing on, without taking notice of it. All 
my forbearance has been owing entirely 
to the friendffiip between you and me. 
If the Englifh gomaftahs will carry 
on their trade, according to the cuflom 
pradtifed by other merchants, it is well. 
If not, I have no refource, but to make 
ufe, as you do, of expreffions tending 
to diffolve our friendfhip. My reputa- 
tion and honor are dearer to me than 
life. If you are inclined to let friendfhip 
fubfift between us, you ought to lay a- 
fide thefe difturbances and altercations, 
which muil produce a rupture ; and it* 

you 
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you are inclined to break with me, kt 
me know it immediately, that I may have 
nothing further to do with thele things, 
for I can bear them no longer.” 

The Nabob’s letters of the i ith, 14th, 
and 1 5th of March, having been read in 
Council, the 24th, it was refolded, that 
the following anfwer fhould be wrote 
him by me as Prefident. 

Copy of the better to the Nabob. Dat- 
ed March. 24, 1763. 

** T Have received your letters of the 

A nth, 14th, and 1 5th inftant. With 
regard to die interruptions of our trade, 
and the difputes which have happened 
between the dependents of your go- 
vernment and ours j our original orders 
were to apply to you, and your officers, 
for redrefs, on any occafion of complaint 
o© our part ; but this was fo often done 
without effoa, that finding the inter- 
ruptions and disturbances daily increak, 
iafbrauch that our bufinefs was, in moft 
parts, put an entire flop to j we had no 

remedy 



T rdnfaelions in Bengal. 59 

remedy left to make ufe of, but that of 
force, to free our bufinefs j and there- 
fore, difagreeable as it was to us, we 
Were obliged to give fuch orders to all 
the factories, of which you have been be- 
fore duly adviled. 

What Mr. Ellis has done in the 
Patna province, for clearing the Compa- 
ny’s bufinefs, was agreeable to the laid 
orders, font him by the Board ; and I 
-mull here particularly obferve, with ref- 
peCt to that gentleman’s not applying to 
you for nedrefs on any oetafion, that you 
have abfolutdy put it out of his power, 
by declaring, that you would not an fiver 
any of his letters, and having really left 
nftanfwtitd four which he actually wrote 
you. 

Ido not find that you have yet given 
orders to tuny of your officers to forbear 
from obftrufring our bufinefs, as they 
ftill continue to do it, to the utmoft ofo 
tfreir power, excepting in thbfe places 
Where our troops are a&ually ftationed 
for its protection ; when you have given 
fitch orders as ffaall put an end to thofe 

obftruc- 
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obltrudtions, we, on our part, will not 
interfere with your officers, or the affairs 
of your government. 

I have wrote you before of our re- 
folutions and demands, and now I again 
acquaint you, that we (hall infift upon 
a compliance with them in every point. 
Myfelf, as well as the Council, are hear- 
tily refolved to fupport you in ydur go- 
vernment, and all its rights ; but if you 
oppofe our people in the execution of 
orders, which we haye authorized, and 
with which you have been acquainted, 
we /hall look upon fuch a conduct as an 
open declaration of war; but to (hew 
you our earned: defire to prevent fuch 
an event, we continue in our relblution 
to fend to you Mr. Amyatt (who will be 
accompanied by Mr. Hay) for the pur- 
pofe we have before wrote you, as loon 
as we /hall receive your anfwer to that 
letter. 

I must in this letter take notice of 
two particular phrafes, that you make 
ufe of, f truant s and men of low char a£ter, 
I am very unwilling to fuppofeyoucould, 

by 
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byfuch unbecoming expreflions, mean - 
the gentlemen of Council; but they with 
me infill upon an explanation, as we 
will by ho means fuffer ourfelves to be 
treated with difrefpedt.” 

In m'y letter to the Board from Mong- 
heer, which contained the regulations 
made with the Nabob, I mentioned a 
refolution exprefled by him, to abolifh 
all duties whatever in his dominions, to 
avoid the daily difputes between our peo- 
ple and his officers, who collected them. 
This he now actually put in execution, 
as appears by fome of the foregoing let- 
ters. It was known at Calcutta by pri- 
vate advices, before the receipt of thofe 
letters, and became the fubjedtof a freffi 
dilpute, which was opened by Mr. John- 
ftone in confultation, the 22d of March. 
As all ’the arguments on this fobjedt are 
fully ftated in the minutes entered upon 
it, by the feveralmembers of the Board, 

I fhall only enter thofe minutes, adding, 
that it was refolved upon, by a great ma- 
jority, that this exemption was a breach 

of 
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of the Company’s privileges; and that 
the Nabob fhould be positively required 
to recall it ; and colled: duties as before 
from the country merchants, and all o- 
ther perfons who had not the protection 
of the Company’s duftuck. 

Mr. Johnftone’/ -Minute, 

“ No public advices having been yet 
received from the Chief and Council att 
Patna; and the inftruftions for Mef. A- 
myatt and Hay being now lying for con- 
sideration ; Mr. John/lone begs leave to 
deliver m copies of funnuds, i/Tued at 
Patna, &c. by the Nabob, received in 
private letters, ordering an exemption 
to all merchants from duties of every 
hind on their trade for two years. As 
this proceeding appears deftrufitive to 
theCompany’s royal privileges and rights, 
Mr. Johnllone thinks it merits the con- 
sideration of the Beard, to concert mea- 
ibres to prevent this injurious attempt of 
the Nabob, which hq conceives beyond 
hk authority as a Subah, railed and fup- 
ported by us, without any revocation of 
mf grants, by the King himfelf ; and 

that 
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that we neither ean, nor ought to ad- 
mit of it, confidently with the truft re- 
pofed in us by the Company, while they 
have placed the means of fupporting 
their rights in our hands. 

Mr. Watts’# Opinion. 

“Mr, Watts is of opinion* that the 
Nabob’s .taking off duties on aU goods, 
muff he highly detrimental to the Contr 
pany’s trade ; that it is a ftep he, as Su- 
bah of Bengal, has no authority to do 
without permiffion from the Mogul ; and 
as the Mogul has always deemed the 
Englifft, in a much fuperior light to the 
Nabob, he thinks it is incumbent on 
them to infift, that the duties be col- 
lected from other merchants as formerly. 
Other wife our privileges, granted to us 
by the Firmaun, &c. will be entirely 
overfet.” 

Mr. Marriott’/ Opinion. 

** Mr. Marriott thinks, that the 
Nabob, in iffuing out the late perwannah 
to take off duties from all trade, has 
aCted quite contrary to the Company’s 
intereft ; and muff, if not put a ffop to, 

prevent 
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prevent our procuring the ufual invefl- 
ment, as the goods in confequence will 
be dearer, the quantity fmaller, and the 
quality much inferior. 

That this order appears to have been 
done with a delign to prejudice the Eng- 
lifli affairs in this country as much as pof- 
fible, as the rights and privileges we hold 
over other European nations; and the 
natives of this country, are now become 
void, and what has coft the Company 
fi> great an expence of blood and trea- 
fijre, is now rendered of no fignification. 

That the making our Firmaun pri- 
vilege of no effect, which he has done by 
this order, is the fame as if he had en- 
tirely prevented us trading with a Com- 
pany’s duftuck, and demanded duties as 
he has lately done. 

That we ought, at all rates, to infift 
on his recalling thefe orders, and ffiould 
he refufe, look upon it as a downright 
declaration againft the Company’s in-* 
tereft, and ait with him as an infringer 
of our rights.” 
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. Mr. Hay’j Opinion. 

It appears to Mr. Hay, that the Na- 
bob’s remitting the duties on, the whole 
trade of thefe provinces for two years, is 
done with no other defign, than to pre- 
judice the affairs of the Englifh, and ren- 
der of as little ufe as poffible, the pri- 
vileges they enjoy by the grants they are 
poffeffed of j and that this flep has been 
pointed out to him by the Armenians, or 
fome others, whofe interefl it is, that the 
Englifh fhould be loaded with that, more 
than double cuftom of nine per cent, in 
hopes that the Company, within the 
fpace of two years, may, from an 
apprehenfion of their own trade being 
hurt, order that this extravagant duty 
fhould be paid, or that the inland trade 
fhould not be carried on by their fer- 
vants. The Nabob will be no lofer by 
this meafure, for he will undoubtedly, 
at the end of the two years, make the 
merchants anfwerable to him for the du- 
ties on the goods, in which they trade 
in the interim. This is the beginning 
of a game that will, no doubt, if a flop 
Vol. III. F is 
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is not put to it, be continually played 
to the difadvantage of the English Com- 
pany. Mr. Hay is therefore of opinion* 
that it ftiould be made known to the 
Nabob, that we look on this meafure as- 
defigned to prejudicethe Company’s af- 
fairs i and that we will not quietly fee 
him proceed in meafures, that caa an- 
swer no other purpofe than the overfet- 
ting our privileges. 

Mr. Johnftone’.* Opinion, 

I ,e n tti * B3t Y agree with Mr. Hay’s 
opinion. I have heard it urged, that 
the Nabob is mafter in his territories, and 
may therefore remit to. his fubjefts any 
advantage accruing to his revenues, by 
duties collected in the country, Tome 
it uppers quite otherwife, nor can I con- 
ceive that the Nabob, whom we have 
failed to the Subahlhip, and have hither- 
to fupported him in it by force of arms, 
in opposition to the King, can ever have 
thereby acquired a right to undermine, 
and entirely ruin, the rights and advan- 
tages, the Company, at an imaaenfe ex- 
pence, obtained by grants J&om the lo- 

vereign 
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vereign of the kingdom* or by treaties 
with the foregoing Subahs j all which 
this man has bound himfelf to maintain; 
and confirm to us in their fulleft extent. 
Had fuch an attempt been made by Jaf- 
fier Allee Cawn, or Serajah Dowk, to 
render of no ufe and effect, the fingufer- 
advantage our nation’ enjoyed, by the 
privilege of carrying on their trade un- . 
der the duftuck > furely, every one mull 
have confidered fuch proceedings as the 
plained; declaration of their enmity, ill- 
will, and fixed refolution to ruin our 
trade, fuperiority, and influence through 
the country, by reducing us on a foot- 
ing with all other European or foreign 
traders, and even with the very Bengal . 
inhabitants. I imagine, that no power 
we have been pleafed to invert this Na- 
bob with, cdn ever authorize him to take 
fueh a ftep, to the prepadiceof the Com- 
pany, or jurtify us to otH* employers, to 
permit it to take place. Nothing lefe 
than an order from the King at Delly, 
could claim our regard in this point ; 
and even that I believe the Company 
F 2 would 
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would expeft we fhould not comply with, 
till we had ufed every method in our 
power, for the prefervation of their 
rights and immunities. The Nabob, af- 
ter repeated attempts to burthen us with 
the exorbitant duty of nine per cent, on 
articles of our exports, as well as inland 
trade ; on finding the Board refolved to 
oppofe it, and fupport the duftuck in its 
full extent, has, now recourfe to an ex- 
emption from all duties to other mer- 
chants, to invalidate opr proceedings, in 
oppofition to the late regulations} but 
he may, with as great propriety, in re- 
gard to us, infift on the one as the other; 
and our time and arguments will feem to 
have been employed to very little pur- 
pofe indeed, if we allow him to elude 
them, and baffle us by fuch a proceed- 
ing. Nor can I imagine the neceffity 
of. Mef. Amyatt and Hay, now pro- 
ceeding to explain our resolutions, and 
the extent of our privileges, while they 
are thus rendered of no effe& ; till that 
demand therefore be revoked, by a pre- 
vious application of the Board, any de- 
putation 
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putation to him would appear to me ra- 
ther hurtful than beneficial. 

Mr. Cartier’r Opinion. 

Mr. Cartier efteems the copy of a 
funnud, from Coffim Allee Cawn, to 
the Naib of Patna, directing him to lay 
open the trade of the country to the 
natives, &c. for the fpace of two years, 
free of all duties and taxes, purpofely 
done to render void, and counteract thofe 
regulations we have been deliberating 
upon, for thefe laft two months, for the 
better eftablifhment of our particular pri- 
vileges, and to fet proper boundaries to 
our own, as well as the Nabob’s power. 
That this grant will very materially af- 
feCt the Honorable Company’s inveft- 
ment in every branch, not only in point 
of price, but the amount of their order ; 
that the former will be greatly inhan- 
ced, as the latter proportionably decrea- 
fed, from the fwarm of purchafers this 
indulgence muft necefiarily produce; and 
that the Honorable Company’s particular 
privileges and grants, derived to them 
from the authority of the great Mogul, 
F 3 will 
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will be rendered invalid, and of no con- 
fequence by this ftep ; that we are ftrong- 
]y interefted, from every motive of good 
and wife policy, to prevent the fame from 
taking eflfed, more particularly as its 
taking place would overfet our influence* 
and ruin that diftinguifhing mark of fa- 
vor, received from the Court of Delly. 
That if it be allowed a right inherent 
in the Nabob, to do as he pleafes with 
the revenues of his country, and to the w 
all manner of indulgences to his fub- 
jetfts ; it will as naturally follow, that it 
becomes neceffary in us, to prevent any 
innovation in his government, that muft 
evidently be attended with bad confe- 
quences to the Honorable Company’s af- 
fairs j he is therefore of opinion, that all 
poffible endeavors fhould be tried to pre- 
vent this funnud from taking effect j and 
that the methods neceflary to be applied 
to anfwer this purpofe, merit the confi- 
deration of the Beard. 

Mr. BillersV Opinion. ' ' ” ' 
Mr. Biliers agrees entirely in opi- 
nion with Mr. Marriott. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Batfon’j Opinion. 

The Nabob’s giving up the duties on 
all trade in the country, is evidently de- 
figned to undermine and deftroy the pri- 
vileges, which the Englifh enjoy by the 
King’s Firmaun j and Mr. Batfon thinks, 
that he has been encouraged in this, and 
feveral other fchemes, prejudicial to the 
Englifh, by a fa&ion of Armenians and 
others, from private and corrupt views, 
and that therefore we fhould take the 
moft effectual methods to prevent this 
fcherae from taking place. 

What has been urged by fome gen- 
tlemen, that the Nabob has a right to 
do what he pleafes in his own country, 
would better become his vackeels, than 
members of this Board. 

Mr. Batson thinks we fhould op- 
pofe, to the utmofl, all his attempts a- 
gainft the Englifh interefis. 

Mr. Amyatt’j Opinion. 

Mr. AmY att coincides in opinion « 
with Mef, Marriott and Hay. 
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• The Prefiden t’ sand Mr. Tdaftings’s Opinion. 

In our letter to the Board, of the 
15th of December, from Mongheer, it 
is noticed, that the Nabob had declared 
his refolution to take off all cuftoms, and 
lay trade entirely open, in cafe the dif- 
putes between us, concerning the cuf- 
toms pn the private inland trade, could 
not be amicably fettled, and we infilled 
on carrying it on free of duties. The 
realons he gave for this refolution are 
there mentioned, viz, That if we 
“ thought our privileges extended fo 
“ far, and would carry on our trade in 
“ all articles, free of cufioms, of courfe 
“ the country merchants could have lit- 
“ tie fhare, and the duties proceeding 
" therefrom would be fo inconfidera- 
“ ble, that he thought it would be 
i( more for the advantage ,of his reve- 
“ nues, to encourage the, merchants in 
“ general,^ by an entire abolition of all 
cuftorns, , which would remove at 
“ once the principal caufe of the dif- 
“ P utes between him and us.” We 
•Added in the fame letter, that we haddif- 

fuaded 
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fuaded the Nabob from this meafure, left 
it Ihould prejudice the Company’s bufi- 
nefs, by enhancing the number of pur- 
chafers, and rendering the duftuck ule- 
lefs ; and mentioned this as an argument, 
why we ought to con fen t to pay cuftoms 
on our private inland trade, not to rilk 
hurting the Company’s intereft, for our 
own particular advantage. 

It has however been determined 'by 
the majority of the Board, that we {hall 
trade in all articles cuftom-free, as well 
from place to place in the country, in 
commodities produced in the country, as 
in foreign imports and commodities for 
exportation j which refolution being de- . 
dared to the Nabob, he on his part has 
determined to take off cuftoms in gene- 
ral, and lay trade entirely open. 

We cannot think him to blame in this 
proceeding, nor do we lee how he could 
do otherwife. For altho’ it may be for 
our intereft to determine, that we will 
have all the trade in our hands, that we 
will employ our own people to make 
fait, take every article of the produce of 

the 
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the country off the ground at the firft 
hand, and afterwards fend it where we 
pleafe free of cuftoms : we fay, tho’ it 
may be for our in te reft to make this un- 
limited ufe of our force, yet it is not to 
be expeCted the Nabob will join with us, 
in endeavoring to deprive every merchant 
of the country of the means of carrying 
on their bufinefs, which muff undoubt- 
edly loon be the cafe, if they are obliged 
to pay heavy duties, and we trade in every 
article on the footing beforementioned. 

Neither in our opinion could the 
Nabob in fuch circumftances colle& e- 
nough to pay the expence of the chokeys 
collectors, &c. £o that trade would be lia- 
ble to clogs and interruptions, without 
any benefit to the government, As. to. the 
Nabobs rights to lay trade open, it is 
our opinion, that the Nazim of every 
province has a right to do any thing for 
the relief of the merchants trading under 
his protection, without waiting an. or- 
der from the Court. 

Besides, there is at this time noCaarjt 
nor King, nor has been for feme years * 

and 
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and therefore the Nazims muftof neceffi- 
ty manage their leveral governments, as 
they fhall judge bell for the general good.- 
Anp if either the Nabob SerajahDow- 
la, Jaffier Allee Cawn, or Coffim Allee 
Cawn, have a right to give up to us thofe 
duties which their predeeeffors received, 
or permit us to trade in articles we were 
before excluded from, of courfe they 
have a right allb to make regulations in 
favor of trade in general. We there- 
fore think, that all we have to do on this 
occafion is, to take fueh precautions, as 
may prevent this order from prejudicing 
the Company’s investments, by feeing 
that the weavers employed in that fer- 
vice are not engaged or taken away by 
other merchants, which is a right we 
have always exercifed ; and this being 
done. We hope the prelent regulation, 
in Head erf 1 being a prejudice to the Com- 
pany’s bufinefs, may be an advantage to 
it, as well as to the country in general, 
by rendering the neceflaries of life cheap- 
er, and particularly thole of the poorer 
fort, as rice, fait, beetle-nut, tobacco. Sec. 

Opinion 
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Opinion of the Majority. ' 

It being the opinion of the Board, 
that the revoking of the abovementioned 
funnud be a point infifted upon from the 
Nabob. 

Refolutton in Confequence. 

Agreed, That an additional paragraph 
be added accordingly to the inftru&ions 
given to Meff. Amyatt and Hay.” 

I have before * taken notice of a pro- 
hibition of one of the Nabob’s letters to 
Mahomed Allee, to take any duties from 
goods which had my duftuck, and of 
the advantage which Meffieurs John- 
ftone and Hay took of that expreffion, to 
reflect upon me, as endeavoring to except 
my own trade from the tax levied on that 
of others. When the inftru&ions to 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay came to be de- 
bated, before the Board, it was moved in 
a -minute of Meff. Johnftone and Hay, 

. that they fliould be directed to enquire, 
whether any private agreement had been 
made between the Nabob and myfelf re- 
fpe&ing my own trade. It will be fuffi- 

cieht 


t 
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cient on this fubje£t to enter their mi- 
nute, and my own anfwer and obferva- 
tions on it. 

~ExtraBof Cmfultation g/" March 2 8 , 1763. 

Mejf. Johnftone and Hay 's Minute . 

“ TIA" E S SIEURS Johnftohe andHay 

-*-VX propofe, that it fhould be made 
an article in the inftru&ions to Meff. A- 
myatt and Hay, to inquire of the Nabob 
what his meaning is, when he fays, that 
Mr. Vanfittart’s own particular gomaftah 
fhall be ( excufed the duty laid on the 
trade of the Company, from one part of 
the country to the other, in cafe they 
produce Mr. Vanfittart's public or pri- 
vate duftuck ; for as this affair now Hands 
reprefented, it will appear, that a pri- 
vate agreement has been entered into be- 
tween Mr. Vanfittart and the Nabob, to 
put ail that trade into Mr. Vanfittart's 
hands, which die reft of the Engliih 
were deprived of by the treaty laid be- 
fore the Board ; and as the order of the 
Nabob to Mahomed Allee appeared be- 
fore the Board’s difapprobation was known 

to 
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to the Nabob, conlequently the Compa- 
ny will expert to have it enquired into. 

The Pref dent's Minute. 

The Prefident defires it may be mi- 
nuted, that he is* the firft to defire fuch 
an enquiry maybe made ; and in the mean 
time, that he can refer to the papers he 
delivered into Council the firft of Febru- 
ary laft, to prove that he was the firft to 
give orderss'fo his' agents to pay the duties 
agreed on ; and tw that very letter *o$ 
the Nabob’s to Mahomed ARere, read in 


thofe gentlemen have taken their obfer- 
vation) to prove, that his bufinefs was 
flopped as foon as others after the regu- 
lations, n&t only in his private* inland 
trade, on which he agreed to pay nlhd 
per cent, duties; but alfo in the cloth 
trade provided for him By a dttfteck : 
and rt is ih direct reference to this Faff 
circum fiance that the Nabob fays, “ if 
“ the faid' gomaftah has the Company V 
** or the Governor's own ditftttclt, you 

“ are 

# See the letter Vol, II. page 427, which is an 
aafever to the Governor’s complaint of fome of his 
cloth being Sopped. 
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«« are not to impede him.” As a further 
proof, that the Prefident never defired 
any fuch order from the Nabob, he lap 
before the Board the following Extraft 
of a letter which he wrote to the Nabob 
on the fubjedt the 6th of March *. He 
concludes with obfqrving, that as this is 
not the firft infrance of Mefif. Johnson© 
and Hay’s endeavouring to fcandafrze his 
character, there is no room for being 
lurprized at it. 

On the 50th of March I received 
two letters from the Nabob, complain- 
ing: of the injuries done him by the 
Board, and the infults to which he was 
daily expofed, in very warm and expref- 
five terms ; and the next day a letter ar- 
rived from the gentlemen at Patna, giv- 
ing an account of a ikirmiih between 
fifty of our feepoys, and ibme of the Na- 
bob’s people near Gy ah. Thofr letters 
were as follow. 

* Seg thi* extras in page 427. in Vol. II. 
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Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated' March 22, 1763* 

** XT OUR agreeable letter, in anfwer 
A to what I wrote you is arrived, 
and I understand the contents, viz. “ You 
“ Jaid my two letters before the reft of 
“ the Council, from the perufal of which, 
* c it appeared to you, and the whole 
“ Board, that notwithftanding all the 
** injury Mahomed Allee Beg, and o- 
thers, had been the cauie of, yet I am 
“ unwilling to examine into it, andcon- 
“• cern myfelf. in the clearing it. up ; 
“ wherefore, you write me the parti- 
culars of your refolves as follows. 

“ You carefully perufed the Royal 
“ Firmaun, &c. from which you un- 
“ derftand, that the Englifh are to trade 
“ with the Company’s duftuck duty-free 
M every where in ports, and alfo in in- 
“ land places, by land , and by water, 
“ throughout the provinces of Bengal, 
“ Bahar and Orifia. The approved and 
“ fteady refolution of the whole Board 
**, upon which, is to aft agreeably to the 
" Firmaun and your funnuds. 


“ But 
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But in examining this matter you. 
** obferved, that upon fome certain ar- 
“ tides, it was cuflomary in fome cer- 
“ tain places, to give a certain confi- 
“ ration ; upon tobacco in two places, 
“ namely, Dacca and Luckypoor ; nei- 
“ ther you, nor the reft of the Council* 
“ are defirous of annulling an eftabliih- 
“ ed rule ; and upon fait, you will let 
“ me have two and a half per cent. 

** Should my officers injure the Eng- 
“ liffi gomaftahs, the Engliffi gomaftahs 
“ are to reprefent their grievances to the 
“ chief of a fadory, which he is to de- 
“ termine without favor or affedion. 

“ All Ioffes that have arifen to the 
“ gentlemen of Council, through the 
“ oppreffions of my officers, upon proof, 
“ you lay me under the neceffity of mak- 
“ ing good to you ; but until my offi- 
“ cers receive orders, that the agree- 
“ ment between you and me is not to 
“ take effedt,' they will not refrain from 
“ injuftice ; I muft therefore return 
** you the letter of agreement betwixt 
Yol. III. G <f you 
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“ you and me, and write to all my of- 
“ ficers, that I have returned it.” 

Before this, I fent for Mahomed Al- 
lee Beg, in order to enquire into parti- 
culars. All whatever you may have paid 
him, by way of cuftom, either in mo- 
ney or merchandize, and can fend me 
his own fealed receipts for, I will make 
him repay in money, and will feve rely 
punhh him. 

Y o u, and the reft of the Board, in 
conformity to the Firmaun, hulblil-hoO- 
kums. See. funnuds, are willing to givfe 
me fomething upon tobacco, in two 
places, namely, Dacca and Luckypoof, 
and Will let me have two and a half per 
cent, upon fait. Why fhould you take 
upon you fo great a hardfhip ? As I ne=- 
ver got any thing by collecting duties, 
and they are a caufe of endlefs dilutes 
between us, I have entirely put a ftop to 
collecting cuftom s. 

I am not ignorant of the nature of 
your Firmaun and Hulbul-hookums. I 
have beeh twenty or thirty years in Ben- 
gal, and am perfectly acquainted With 

every 
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every article in them. But not to go fo 
far back, in the time of the Nabob 
Meer Jaffier, when notwithftancjing I 
flood your friend, it was a difficulty to get 
ten or twenty timbers from Chittagong, 
for building your houfes ; then what was 
become of your Fir maun and Hufbul- 
hookums ? And, at prefent, that I am 
Nabob, where are they come from ? 

Y ou are refolved, that the determina- 
tion of all difputes with my officers, ’{hall 
reft in the power of the chiefs of your 
factories. 

The jufticeof the chiefs of the facto- 
ries is this ; they abufe and beat my offi- 
cers, and carry them away bound. 

With refpeCt to your writing me, to 
make good in money the Ioffes the gen- 
tlemen have fuftained. In the provinces 
of my government, half is in land rents, 
and half is in cuftoms. You have taken 
half the country, and by your favor, I 
have not reaped fo much as a fingle 
farthing, on account of the cuftoms ; and 
the half of land rents which 'remains, 
goes to the payment of my feepoys. A- 
G 2 ny 
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ny other perfbn, therefore, that you can 
pitch upon, you will agree with, for 
making good your Ioffes. 

You demanded a perwannah to all my 
officers. Copies, both of a perwannah 
and funnud, for exemption of duties, 
which I wrote to every one of my offi- 
cers, are fent inclofed to you. If any of 
my officers fhall a& contrary to my or- 
der; therein fignified, he fhall be pu- 
nifhed. You write me, to fend you 
back the agreement made between us. 
The only agreement you made with me, 
is a letter you wrote to me, which I 
fend back, agreeable to your directions. 
If the former treaty, on which I depend- 
ed, is of no ufe to me, and I have not 
pa(Ted a fingle moment free from trou- 
ble and difpute, will a frefh treaty be of 
ufe to me ? If you write to me tor the 
former treaty, it fhall be alfo fent you.” 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor . Dated March 22, 1763. 

V OUR favor, dated the 25th of 
A $haaban, is arrived, and I am 

happy 
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happy with the news of your welfare ; 
the copy of Rajah Nobit Roy’s letter, 
which was inclofed, I have alfo receiv- 
ed and read. You write me, that “ it 
“ is plain from Rajah Nobit Roy’s let- 
“ ter, that I demand duties upon opium. 
“ That your right to trade in this, is 
** founded upon the Royal Firmaun, 
“ Hufbul-hookums, and former fun- 
** nuds, which, with all other rights and 
“ privileges, the English are refolved 
“ fteadfaftly to maintain, nor fuffer any 
* ( infringement. That you will fetid me 
“ copies of the Firmaun and funnuds 
“ by Mr. Amyatt. That I muft write 
“ to all my officers and fougedars, that 
** trade may be carried on as ufual ; elfe, 
in cafe of my delaying to do fo, a 
** a rupture would happen between me 
** and the Englifh.” 

The affair of duties is as follows. 
On account of the oppreffion of the 
Englifh gomaftahs, there has not fo 
much as a Angle farthing been colledted 
by way of duties. Nay, fo far from it, 
you form collufionsr with fome of my 
G 3 * people. 



86 ^ Narrative of the 

people, and exaCt fines from others. 
And many merchants, who ought to 
pay cuftoms, have carried their goods 
duty-free, through your protection. Up- 
on this account, I have entirely given up 
the collection of duties, and removed all 
ehokeys wherefoever eftablifhed. For 
why fhould I fubjeCt my character to be 
reproached without caule, on account of 
duties ? If any one of thy people fhall 
infift upon duties, I will feverely punifb 
him. As to what you Write, of your 
grounding your rights upon the Fir- 
maun and former funnuds, I have been 
twenty or thirty years in this country, 
and I am perfectly well acquainted with 
the nature thereof. But you ought to re- 
member, that your gomaftahs, until the 
time of Meer Mahomed* Jaffier Cawn, 
traded only in fome certain articles. Nay, 
altho’ I flood your friend, you were una- 
ble to provide ten or twenty timbers from 
Chittagong for building j but now, in my 
adminiftration, your gomaftahs make fo 
many difturbances^ and are guilty of fo 
great jnjuries, that I cannot enumerate 

them. 
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them. Judge, therefore, from thefe cir- 
cumfbnces, who is the oppreffor, and 
who the opprefied. 

You write, that in cafe of my delay- 
ing to fend orders to my officers, a rup- 
ture muff happen between us. It was 
needlefs for you to write this to me, fince 
before your fetter Mr . Ellis never let flip 
any opportunity of bringing about a rup- 
ture* and fliewing his ill-will to me, and 
brought the affairs to this length. Nor 
has fee over omitted any occafion of per- 
plexing my affairs, and difgracing my 
officers. Why need I continue to re- 
peat thefe things to you ? It is the cuflonj 
of Europeans, to change th,eir chief every 
three years. As three years of my being 
Nazim are almo£t expired, and you have 
never had any .pretence, by any .devia- 
tion on my parti therefore, with a view 
to effect a change, and turn me out, you 
haveheen raifing all thefe deputes and al- 
tercations,.^ have written to your gomaf- 
tahs, to commit di&urbances and ravages 
in my country; and have fent troops, 
to beat, bind, confine, and carry off my 
G 4 officers. 
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officers, expecting that I would accord- 
ingly make feme ftir, and you might be 
furniffied with a pretence againft me.” 

Copy of a Letter from the Chief and Coun- 
cil at Patna to the BoardyM.arch.23, 1763. 
“ XT 7 E have now to acquaint you 
▼ ▼ with an affair, which will fur- 
ther explain the intentions of the Nabob, 
and (hew, that they are not merely con- 
fined to the collection of duties on our 
trade. A fubahdar, about the beginning 
of this month, had permiffion to go and 
worth ip at Gyah, and was furnifhed with 
a duftuek from the chief, another from 
Nobit Roy, and a letter from the latter 
to the fougedar of that place, to prevent 
his meeting any infults. But notwith- 
standing this- precaution, he was made a 
prifoner : the chief, upon being inform- 
ed of it, lent fifty feepoys to releafehim, 
and feize the offender, which they ef- 
fected, but were, the next day furround- 
ed in a houfe by about 4000 ‘of the Na- 
bob’s troops from Tikarry. The fubah- 
dar afked their intentions, and told them, 

he 



‘Tranfaflions in Bengal. 89 

he had no orders to moleft any perfon. 
The commander replied, it was the Na- 
bob’s orders, to cut every Englifh fee- 
poy to pieces wherever they Were'found. 
The fubahdar told him, he would not 
fubmit fo tamely. After much alterca- 
tion, the Nabob’s officers agreed to let 
them go, provided they would deliver 
up their arms and cloaths ; but this be- 
ing ablblutely refufed by the fubahdar, 
the Nabob’s people began to fire on them, 
and throw combuftihles into the houfe, 
by which a havaldar was killed, and a 
few feepoys wounded. Our people then ? 
and not before, returned their fire, and 
defended themfelves till the evening, 
when they marched out of the houfe, 
bringing their wounded with them, and 
arrived here this morning, without any 
further lols. / 

The people, who were the original 
inftruments of this mifchief by feizing 
the fubahdar, efcaped during the fray ; 
and in the prelent fituation' of affairs. We 
cannot fpare a force fiifficient to chaftize 
their inlolence ; but we doubt not you 
will refent it in fuch a manner, as ffiall 

deter 
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deter the Nabob and his officers from 
aSifig fo in future. 

The city is kill in the feme uproar 
and confufion, and all bufincfe, but that 
of war, at a (land." 

Whew thefe letters * were read at the 
Board, great offence was taken at the 
ftyle of the Nabob, which was judged 
to indicate fo ill a difpofition towards us, 
as to tender aU hopes of an accommo- 
dation vain ; and it was moved by fome, 
that the deputation fhould be fet afide, 
aftid the army held in readinefe to march ; 
but the majority being of opinion, that 
Mr. Amyatt and Hay fhould proceed as 
far as Coifimbuzar, and there wait till 
the Nabob’s afient to the deputation 
fhould authorize them to proceed ; k 
was refolved accordingly, that they fhould 

” fet 

* At the fame Gonial tation were read two letters 
«f the Nabob, to me 2nd Mr. Amyatt, in anfwer to 
the propofed deputation. Though thefebftanceof 
thefe letters is fufficieotly noticed in the minutes 
■which follow, yet to avoid any mifconftrudh'orifrotn 
their omiSion, I have wrote to Bengal for the co- 
pies, and they fluU jbe h e r ea ft er infertsd. 



‘TranfaBims in Bengal. 91 

fet out. As the opinions of the Board 
contain the fulleft remarks that can be 
made on the Nabob’s letters, and ferve 
to throw a frefh light on the diipofitions 
of the feveral members, I fliall here in- 
fert them. 

ExtraB of Confukation , April 1, 1763. 

Mr - Watt’r Opinion. 

“ HP H E Nabob’s letters appear to me 
**■ to contain little elfe than evafi- 
ons and infolences. His conduit for ma- 
ny months pall has been fuch, that there 
is little room left to doubt his intenti- 
ons, which are todiftrefs theEnglilh, and 
depreciate their character, power and in- 
tereft in thefe provinces j and I am foriy 
to fay, he has almoft accomplilhed them. 
It is natural to conclude, that a man 
railed to the Subahlhip, and fupported 
by them to the utmoft, contrary to the 
inclinations of the King and^great peo- 
ple of the country* would have feme 
regard for their interefl, if not fome 
friendlhip for the Englilh * but bus con- 
duit proves the contrary ; and the Hep 

he 
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he has purfued in taking off all duties is, 
and will be the greateft detriment to the 
Company and the Englifh. His refilling 
to fee Mr. Amyatt I deem an inful t ; his 
letter bids us defiance j the preparations 
he is making every where, and the rea- 
dinefs he Ihews to quarrel with us, have 
produced an entire ftoppage to trade. 

Mr. Watts is therefore of opinion, 
that a letter be wrote to the Nabob, in- 
filling on his recalling the orders for not 
levying of duties, and that the trade of 
thfc country be carried on as formerly ; 
that if he will comply with this, Meff. 
Amyatt and Hay Ihould proceed to him 
to fettle any other points j but if on the 
contrary, that we do ourfelves juilice, 
and take that fatisfadtion by force for the 
many infults he has put upon us, which 
he refufed to give j and that orders be 
given for the army to hold themfelves 
in readinefs to march. 

Mr. Marriott’.* Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott is of opinion, that 
the Nabob s letters are wrote in a very 
improper and indecent llyle, and that he 

- Ihews 
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(hews throughout great diftruft and dif- 
fidence of us j that notwithftanding he 
thinks, from the Nabob's adtions and 
letter, particularly thefe laft, we ftiould 
be fully juftified in coming to an open 
war with him ; yet a revolution is of fuch 
a nature, and muft be attended with fuch 
bad confequences to our character and 
reputation, if not to our intereft, that it 
is the laft thing to be wiftied for. He 
therefore thinks a letter (hould be wrote 
to the Nabob, informing him, that tliere 
are a number of articles to be commu- 
nicated to him by Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay, befides that of duties, for the wel- 
fare and intereft- of the Company, and 
his own government. That if he has the 
thoughts of either at heart, he fhould 
affent to Meff. Amyatt’s and Hay's com- 
ing upon this occafion. That our troops 
have never adted, but when his officers 
had diredtly flopped our bufinefs. That 
we once more aflure him of our willing- 
nefs to protedl him on all oceafions in 
his juft rights j and that we never had 
an intention of fetting up a competitor 

againft 
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againft him. That without he will allow 
us to remove his fufpicions and jealoufies 
by an interview, with two of the mem- 
bers of the Board, it will be impoffible 
for us to aft otherwife, than as againft 
a declared enemy, which we fhall then 
unwillingly be obliged to, for the pre- • 
fervation of our rights and privileges. 

That in the mean time Meff. Amyatt 
and Hay, might be requeued to proceed 
up as far as Coffimbuzar, and there wait 
ti)]*we receive the Nabob’s anfwer; if 
that' anfwer fhould not defire an im- 
mediate interview with Meff. Amyatt 
and Hay, or be the leaft evafive, that the 
army fhould march up and ad againft 
him as an enemy. 

Mr. Hay 's Opinion. 

The Nabob’s condud for near a 
twelvemonth paft, and particularly his 
method of redrafting our grievances when 
applied to for that purpofe ; and his let- 
ters throughout, which point out the 
fituation in which ' he thinks we ought 
to be kept, and his notion of the privi- 
leges which we enjoy, by grant and trea- 
ty* 



* TrarifoSlions in Bengal. $5 

ty, fully declare his refolution to give 
us no fatisfadtion for the Ioffes we have 
fuftained, by the uhjuff condudt of his 
officers, or to treat with us about theie 
affairs, or receive the deputation pro- 
pofed by us, to be fent to him for the 
adjuftment of them. Thefe together 
convince me, was the confequence of a 
rupture, with the Nabob, ever fo doubt- 
ful, that it would be our intereft, and 
the beft mealiire that could be purfued, 
immediately to march again!!, him/ be- 
fore he could do the country much harm, 
or be prepared to perpetrate our ruin, 
which, no doubt he would, were it in 
his power ; and 1 imagine, by his late 
condudt, he thinks it is. . By comparing 
the condition of his army and ours, I 
think it can hardly be doubted, but a 
war between us muff end in his imme- 
diate ruin, although he Ihould employ 
. his whole art for feme months to ftrengtb- 
en himfelf. 

It is reafonable , to think, that any 
other perfon, in the Nabob's fituation. 
Would he jealous of us, as long as we 

continue 
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continue to hold the poffeffions we have 
in the country ; and that nothing but 
our having a fufficient force, or reputa- 
tion in the country, can keep them to . 
ns. Thefe have, in my opinion; both 
been greatly leffened by a very bad po- 
licy, in making the Nabob too great ; 
for as his power increafes, fo, in compa- 
nion, ours does diminilh. But our re- 
putation has fuffered much more than 
our power, by than means ; for by giv- 
ing up to the Nabob thofe that we had , 
promifed to protect; and feeing him, 
without ever making a remonftrance, ru- 
in almoft every perfon in the country, 
that had ever any connexion with the 
Engliih ; and making them promife ne- 
ver to have any, under fevere penalties, 
we have entirely loft that reputation 
which We had, of being perfons of ho- 
nor, whofe words and promifes might, 
in all cafes, be depended on ; and which 
received fuch great and irreparable hurt 
by the laft revolution. This kifi^of re- 
putation, which we have fo much fitt- 
ed in, is not only very defirable, but 

highly 
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highly ufeful j but that kind of deputa- 
tion which we had, of being matters of 
the country, when we pleafed, would 
be equally, if not more ufeful to us, in 
keeping us in poffeffion of our lands and 
rights, and preventing us from number- 
lefs broils, which a contrary opinion will 
bring on us, and this has equally been 
hurt by, our policy ; for the people -in 
the country can never think, that our 
condud proceeded from any other caufe, 
than an inability to help ourfelves, or: 
ad otherwife. 

Having considered this, and that it 
may be of Service to our reputation, and 
in fome meafure recover .us from the im- 
putation of being unfaithful to our en- 
gagements, to endeavor all in our pow- 
er (even by delay, which might be of the 
moft' fatal conlequence, was it not fer- 
tile Superiority that we.Jrave. at preSent) 
to bring- about . an adjustment of affairs 
with the Nabob* on Such terms as have 
been propofed before j which, I hope, 
will fufficiently prevent its beingthought 
in the country, that we are altogether 

Von. in. H dependent 


dependent'On the Nabob ; I therefore a- 
gree with T$r. Marriott in what he pro- 
pofes to effed it. 

Mr. JohnftoneV Opinion. 

There is fcarce a man in the pro- 
vince, that ever had any attachment to 
the Englifh, or any connedion or de- 
pendence on them, but has been mark- 
ed out, on that account, and facrificed 
by the Nabob, through his jealoufy and 
hatred to us > infomuch, that it cannot 
be faid, we have now left us one friend 
in the country, nor any to give us the 
lead; intelligence of what paffes relative 
to us, in thefe times of trouble. All 
we learn, is through our Chief and Coun- 
cil at Patna. The proceedings of the 
Nabob in turning off our troops. The 
ftoppage and impediments thrown in the 
way of our trade, fi nee July laft, with- 
out the removal or punifhment of any of 
the authors of thefe Ioffes and diftur- 
bances. The infolent orders he every 
where iffued, to turn every Englifh roan 
out of the country, that refufed obedi- 
ence to the late regulations. The vio- 
lences 
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lences and oppreffions to whjfch his of- 
ficers proceeded in confequertce, in which 
he both juftifies and fupports them by 
force of arms. The orders he has iffu- 
ed, for colledling nine per cent, duty on 
opium, and on goods purchafed, that are 
produced in the country, without any 
difti nation, whether for export of inland 
trade. The contemptible light ift which 
he confiders the Company’s rights, in 
virtue of their royal grants, and the late 
treaties j and the intention he has fhewn, 
of reducing and confining our trade to as 
narrow limits, and under as great diffi- 
culties, as thofe we labored under before 
the revolution ; and the open attempt he 
has now made to injure the Company’s 
trade, by undermining their privileges, 
and rendering them of no effect, in pre- 
fuming of his own unwarranted authori- 
ty to take off ali duties. The attack he 
ordered to be made on our fadtory, and 
feepoys near Taajepoor, and his juftdy- 
ing the fame, and declaring Ids refolotion 
of oppofing force by force,, on the, like 
occafions ; and the public threats be has 
H 2 made 
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made ufe of before the gomaftah, of ex- 
tirpating the Englifh, if ever they pre- 
fumed to aft againfl his aumils in fu- 
ture ; though he had been previoufly in- 
formed by the Board, that our Chiefs 
would aft by their authority, in freeing 
our trade where flopped,, or in repelling 
any infults or abufes of his officers. The 
flopping and imprifoning our fubahdar, 
though furniihed with the Company’s 
duftuck, and attacking and killing our 
people fent to relieve him, which agrees 
perfpftly with his own declaration in his 
letter, that he confiders things already 
brought to a rupture. The Nabob’s difin- 
clination of entering into any new treaty 
to adjuft thefe difputes. The flight and 
difdain he (hews for that treaty by which 
he holds his fubahfhip. His exprefs de- 
claration to Mr. Amyatt, that he had. 
better keep away than come to talk upon 
bufinefs. The preparations that we are 
informed from Patna, Moorfhedabad and 
Dacca, he is every where making, for 
war, without having given us fatisfaftion, 
or any reafon to hope, that he will give 



IOI 
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us fatisfa&ion, on any of the points we 
have laid down and infilled on. All 
thefe circumftances, with the ftyle and 
purport of his fix lafl letters, which bid 
us defiance in the moft infolent and un- 
grateful manner, make me entirely of 
opinion, that the Nabob looks upon us 
as his enemies, and waits his opportu- 
nity of ruining us. That, from his a- 
yerfion to any advances to fettle thefe 
quarrels, or credit any aflurances we have 
given him of our peaceable intentions, 
the mutual confidence that ought to fub- 
fift betwixt us (and without which, we 
muft ever be in a ftate of war, though 
it be not publickly declared) is now loft, 
without any well-grounded hope of its 
being reftored, which does, and muft 
tend to the ruin of all commerce ; and, 
therefore, I can neither think it fafe nor 
honorable, or that, in the Nabob’s pre- 
fent difpofition towards us, it can pro- 
duce any good effedt, that MefT. Amy- 
att and Hay fhould proceed on the de- 
putation j and that till the Nabob, by 
his behavior, fhews as great a defire and 
H 3 willing- 
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willin'gnefs to prevent things coming to 
extremes, by condefcenfions very differ- 
ent from any he has made j our own ho- 
nor, and the intereft and fecurity of our 
Honorable Mailers affairs, dictate to us, 
to adopt and purfue more vigorous mea- 
fures, and order the army to be held in 
readinefs to march. 

Mr. Haftings’r Opinion. 

Though I do not approve of the re-* 
gulations which have been refolved upon 
by the majority of the Board, yet fince 
they are to take place, and the difputes 
with the Nabob, upon the fubjedts which 
gave occafion to them, have been carried 
to fo great a height, I think it neceffary 
that they fhould be delivered and ex- 
plained to him by a deputation from the 
Board, and that Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
ihould therefore proceed, as before di- 
redfced, on that commiffion. The Nabob 
has eXpreffed a defire to lee Mr. Amyatt, 
and makes no other objection to a con- 
ference with him, on the affairs which 
have been lately debated at the Board, 
than his defire to avoid every fubjedt of 

conten- 



Tranjaclions in Bengal. 103 

contention •, having with that intent con- 
fented to fuch of the articles as he has 
been made acquainted with. But if he 
has exceeded the intention of the Board* 
or not Efficiently anfwered their expec-: 
tations, it is the more neceflary, that 
forne gentlemen be deputed to confer 
with him in perfoa upon them ; it being 
a known truth, that more may be v ef- 
fedted by a perfonal negotiation in one 
day, than in a month by letters. 

As to the other part of the queftion, 
which I fhall take the liberty to under- 
hand, in the terms in which it was Eft 
protoofed, viz. “ Whether the army 
“ T^buld march againft the Naf&b.” I 
declare my entire diflent to fb violent a 
meafure, which no pretence of neceffi- 
ty can require, or juftice allow of. 

It is unnecefTary,becaufe it is notin the 
Nabob’s power to oppbfe any laws which 
we may preient to him j and the orders 
lately lent to the fubordinate factories are 
Efficient to preserve them in full force. 

The fame reafon, might be urged in 
proof of its injuftiee, were there no o- 
> . H 4 * ther 
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ther againft it j but when the Nabob has 
declared his fubmiflion to every term 
which you have impofed upon him, and 
expoftulates only for his life, whatever 
his motive be, whether of choice or ne- 
ceffity, furely we may reft fatisfied with 
fuch acondefcenfion, nor attempt to re- 
duce him to a lower ftate of humiliation. 

I ft yill not (I hope I need not) remind 
you gentlemen, of the earned: injunctions 
of the Company, to abide by our en- 
gagements with the Nabob, and to avoid 
to the laft extremity every occafion, that 
may tend to another change in the go- 
vernment. But fhould it be refolved to 
break with the Nabob, I hope fuch gen- 
tlemen as are of that fentiment, will de- 
clare it before the laft difpatches are made 
to Europe, that our Honorable Mafters 
may have as early notice of it as pofli- 
ble, and take the fpeedieft meafures to 
remedy (if poffible) the diforders which 
may follow from it. 

Mr. Cartier’ r Opinion. 

Mr. Cartier efteems the Nabob’s 
tetters as infolept and equivocating, and 
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far from giving us that fatisfa&ion, which 
we have reafon to expert from him; that 
they require cleamefs, and leave us 
doubtful as to his real intentions towards 
us. That his compliance with our de- 
mands, in thofe points we have infilled 
upon with him, which he makes a mat- 
ter of much merit, is a contemptuous 
manner of proceeding, having effectu- 
ally undone to us the advantages of this 
very compliance, and rendered our va- 
luable privileges void, by a general in- 
dulgence granted to his fubje&s and o- 
thers of a free trade. That his letter to 
Mr. Amyatt neither confents to, nor ab- 
folutely refufes the vifit the Board have 
thought proper fhould be made him. 
That it is neceffary he be made fully ac- " 
quain ted with the purport of this vifit, viz. 
** that the fufpicions harboured in his 
“ mind may be banifhed, and give place 
“ t6 that hope and confidence he ought 
“ to have of our particular attachment 
“ to him } to make him fenfible the good 
«* of the country, and his own particu- 
“ larly, is in every refpeCt intended by 

« it. 
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•• it. That our intentions extend no fur- 
“ ther, but to the fupportof our rights 
•* and privileges, in which it would be 
“ more becoming him to join with us, 
“ than to be offended at, and oppofe 
“ thofe fteps, which we are necefifarily 
“ led to take to puniih thofe that in- 
“ vade them. That Mr. Amyatt, foi 
“ all thefe defirable ends, intends to fet 
“ out, and will wait the refult of thefe 
“ reprefentations at Coffimbuzar, and 
“ be governed by his anfwer.” That 
in cafe of meeting a refufal to this vifit, 
we fhaM be juftiiied in the opinion of 
the world, if we con&der him the de- 
clared enemy of our nation, and pro- 
ceed immediately againft him. 

It is certainly becoming in the mem- 
bers of this Board, to purfue every ho- 
norable method, that may tend to e fifed; 
a perfed reconciliation with the Nabob j 
and every one that would conduce to that 
end, ought not to be negleded, or left 
untried. Our late revolution, he be- 
lieves, has done us not much honour in 
the eyes of the world > and another fo 
- , quickly 



c Tranfa£lions in Bengal. 107 

quickly fucceeding, would prove, in 
fame meafure, the inconftant wavering 
ftate of our Councils } and motives of 
action be imputed to the members of this 
Board, unbecoming gentlemen and ho- 
ned men to be influenced by *, he there- 
fore thinks it neceflary to convince the 
Nabob, of our having force fuffieient to 
take every fatisfa&ion required* but with 
no defign to ttfe it againft his govern- 
ment, till bis refractory behaviour abfo- 
lutely compels us. ' 

Mr. Billers 's Opinion. 

Having carefully examined the Na- 
bob’s luft letter, as well as that to Mr. 
Amyatt, | think there are many expref- 
fions in the former injurious and knpro^ 
per, but they feem to be mentioned ra- 
ther thro’ pet and paffjon, than any in- 
tention of quarrelling with us* I there- 
fore give it as my opinion, that the ne- 
ceflity there is of MefF. Arayatt and Hay’s 
going to negotiate, ought to be again re- 
prefented to him. That at prefent his 
affairs fuffer as well as ours, and that it 
is abfolutely neceflary he fhould come to 

fome 
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fome determination j but fliould he re- 
fufe to treat with us, or hear any thing 
relative to bufinefs, then it may be deem- 
ed an open decoration of war ; but with- 
out further caufe than we have at pre- 
fen t, I fee no need of breaking with him ; 
and as the Company have thought pro- 
per to confirm him, we ought to be ve- 
ry cautious how we take fuch a ftep, and 
bring about another revolution, for we 
feem at prefent fome what obnoxious in 
the eyes of the country people, on hav- 
ing concluded the laft. However, our 
rights and privileges have been lately fo 
infringed, and things fo circumftanced, 
that it is highly neceflary fome fpeedy 
remedy fhould take place. I therefore 
think Meff. Amyatt and Hay might pro- 
ceed to Coffimbuzar, and there wait the 
Nabob’s final refolves ; and in cafe he 
ftill perfifts in refufing to fee thofe gen- 
tlemen, the army fhould march j but all 
methods ought to be tried to bring af- 
fairs to an amicable iiTue, for the rea- 
fons beforemendoned. 


Mr* 
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Mr. Batfon’j Opinion. 

The Nabob’s fettled inveteracy, and 
evil defigns againft us, have long been 
manifeft to the whole country j but of 
late they have appeared more glaringly, 
both from his aftions and from his let- 
ters, which are filled with fcom and de- 
fiance not to mention a multitude of 
inftances, which may be produced, I 
(hall only take notice of his endeavors 
to undermine and utterly deftroy the pri- 
vileges, granted us by the King’s Fir- 
maun, by exempting all other merchants, 
of whatfoever nation, from paying du- 
ties, in order to put them on a level with 
us. His defigns indeed are fo evident, 
that the conftant artifices ufed by the 
Prefident and Mr. Haftings to difguife 
the truth, and mifreprefent matters * of 
fad, cannot conceal them. The cafe, 
at prefen t, feems to be this; either we 
muft fubmitto be reduced to thefituation 
in which we were, during the time of 
Mohabut Jung, and Serajah Dowla, or 
elfe we muft oblige the Nabob to fubmit 
to us. The latter, I apprehend, from 

his 
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his late behavior, we lhall not be able 
to effed, unlefs we can make him feel 
our power j and I will never be acceflary 
or confenting to any thing that may ex- 
pofe us to the danger of the former. It 
is my opinion, therefore, that we ihould 
negled no means of putting ourfelves in 
the bell pofture of defence, that we may 
be ready to ad in the moft effedual man- 
ner ; and that Major Adams be accord- 
ingly defired to hold himfelf in readi- 
nefs to march, whenever it be neceflary. 
, I think alfo, that Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay fhould not proceed on their depu- 
ration, as the Nabob has abfolutely re- 
filled to treat with them ; and therefore 
their going, will only expofe us to fur- 
ther contempt and derilion, a large lhare 
of ‘ which we have already incurred. 
However, that the Nabob may ftill have 
an opportunity given him of remaining 
on amicable terms with us, I propofe, 
that our demands be once more fully fta- 
ted to him by letter ; and that we infill 
on a dired compliance therewith, with- 
out evafion or fubterfuge. If he Hill re- 

fufe 
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fufe to comply, I think we Ihould imme- 
diately take our meafures for crulhing 
him } for, as it is known that he is 
railing troops, an.d making warlike pre- 
parations in all parts of the country, a 
further delay may be very dangerous. 

Mr. Amyattr Opinion. 

I think the Nabob’s letters.fhew the 
fame Hate of mind, which he always has 
feemed to exprefs and difcover by his 
actions, eyer fince he has been in the 
government j and no further than might 
well be expedted from him, from having 
been lo long fuffered to follow his own 
will, and his whims indulged to appeale 
hisjealoufies.Generalcomplaintsadmitted 
againftour fervants, when the oppreffions 
which we now experience have been on 
his part; our bufinefs flopped, and almolt 
every where impeded, without our ex- 
ertihgourinfluence and power to clear it, 
becaufe we would not give him offence, or 
make him uneafy 3 to moll of thefe grie- 
vances and conceffions, myfelf, with le- 
veral members of the Board, have often 
objected and remonllrated, forefe'eing 

fhat. 
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that, in the end, it muft create the ani- 
mofity and ill-will, which now is come 
to pafsj and that we Ihould be neceffita- 
ted by force, to affert our own rights, 
which he had been fo long endeavoring 
to fubvert. I am too fenfible, that the 
people of the government are not to be 
fo far trailed, as to have any point given 
up to them. A compliance, in the moft 
trivial matter, gives them a privilege, 
they -drink, to exercife their authority, 
without controul, in every thing, tho’ 
. of ever fo much confequence and detri- 
ment to the condefoending party. Such 
being the prepofieffions of the Nabob’s 
mind, our infilling on a free exertion of 
our rights and privileges now, appears to 
him as an encroachment on his liber- 
ties, and a lofs to him in his duties, from 
our trade being extended. For this way 
of drinking, however, he has no juft ice 
on his fide, for the lame trade, in its dif- 
ferent branches, was carried on in his 
prcdecefior’s time, tho’ not to fo great a 
degree, occafioned folely by the tr ou b le s 
‘ - ■ y and 
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and confufion the country was every 
where involved in. 

That the Nabob would gladly make 
himfelf independent of us, and always 
fhewed fuch an inclination, endeavored 
as much as poflible to throw off all con-' 
ne&ions with us, and attempted to de- * 
ftroy our influence with thecooatry peo~ • 
pie, is very evident. Butvaih are all thelV 
efforts, and to be fttfpe&ed the advice of 
bad and evil perfons about him for their 
own advantage ; as raoft certainly he * 
muff be convinced, his own ftrength 
cannot defend him from any attempt of 
a foreign power, or reduce us to that 
ftate of dependence, he probably has been ■ • 
taught to believe. I am apt to belkve,’ 
that fen timents have alfo bean inffilied v 
into him, that he might fafely interrupt , 
our private trade, and thatwtfdirfft not *' 
offer to check him therein, whilff the 
Company’s remained anmoleffed ; where- 
as, private trade fhould be as (acred as 
the Company's, and no diffin&ion ever 
known; for that once obffru&ed, the 
Company's cannot long remain free; 
Vol. III. I which 
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which plainly appears, from what it has 
fuffered through the courfe of thefe dis- 
putes j tho’ I believe no filch Ioffes were 
intended by the Nabob. The Nabob’s 
letters are petulant and impertinent ; they 
likewife contain fame inve&ives and de- 
fiance, but not of fuch a nature, as if he 
felt his own llrength fufficient to break 
with us. I therefore think he ought to 
be wrote to once more, in the terms pro- 
pofed by Mr. Marriott, to convince him 
of his error, in thinking that we have 
views to a change j and to infift on his 
receiving our deputation, as the only 
means left of preventing fuch an event. 
If he refufes fo reafbnable a demand, I 
' think we may juftly interpret the ill in- 
, tentions to be on his fide ; and that we 
(hall be juftified to the world, in taking 
the moft vigorous and immediate mea- 
fures, for fecuring the trade and intereft 
of our Honorable Employers in theie 
provinces. ' As it feems to be the fenti- 
ment of the majority of the Board, I Hull 
willingly proceed the length of Coffim- 
buzar, and there wait the Nabob’s anfwer. 

Major 
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Major Adams’j Opinion. 

Major Adams is of opinion, that 
the Nabob, by his letters tt> the Boards 
fecras to have entertained jealouGes, that 
rauft be very prejudicial both to his -own 
and the Company’s affairs ; and which 
cannot be removed but by feeing Mr.' A- 
myatt ; and therefore he fhould be wrote 
to by the Board to reconcile him to' the 
interview. In the mean time, he thinks 
it neceflary that Mr. Amyatt fhould pro- 
ceed to Coffimbuzar, and there wait the 
Nabob’s anfwer ; and if by it he ftill per- 
fifts in his refuial of feeing Mr. Amyatt 
on bulinefs, the major can think of no 
other method to bring him to reaion, 
than marching up die troops ; yet thinks, 
if arty other mcafures can be thought of, 
to put * flop ‘to the prel&it confufions, 
and prevent a future fecne §f troubles in 
the ebuntrr, diev flsould be firft tried. 



ALTRouon die Nabob’s letters of the 
2 2d of Match, do not contain a chear- 
ful and candid aflent to the 


j. , _ ' fi’j 

made upon him by the Board, yet be 


I 2 


does 
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does not contradict, nor refufe to- com- 
ply with them. It is not to be wonder- 
ed, that he complains and remonflrates, 
and writes with ill humour, fince it is 
certain, that the privileges which the 
majority of the Board have refolved now 
to infill on, are greater than ever were 
before infilled on, or than we were ever 
admitted to, by any former Nabob, even 
Jaffier Allee Cawn, who pofitively re- 
fufed to let us have a faCtory at Chitta- 
gong, much lefs would he permit, us to 
carry on out trade cuftom-free in all 
parts, and in all articles. 

Supposing, therefore, that the de- 
manded rights be really and truly grant-* 
ed and intended, us by the Firmaun, which 
however is not my opinion j yet with 
refpeft to the Nabob, the infilling on it 
is an innovation, which he may very na- 
turally complain of, as it occafions a great 
lols'in that part of the revenue proceed- 
ing from the cuftoms. He fays indeed an 
entire lofs for which reafon, to avoid 
further diiputes on the jfubjefit, he has 
given orders for taking off all Cuftoms in 
general. ' ’ ' ’ ; Of 
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Of this order the majority of the 
Board complain with equal vehemence, 
and have refolved to infift on his taking 
cuftoras from other merchants, in the 
ufual manner, altho’ not from us. This 
is to form part of the commiftionto Mef. 
Amyatt and Hay, as well as the difcuf- 
fing the privileges of the Firmaun. 

The fecond refolution of the Board 
has not yet been made known to the Na- 
bob, who conceiving there is nothing 
more to be faid about cuftoms, after he 
has entirely abolifhed them ; and having 
been adviled from . the Board, that Melf. 
Amyatt and Hay were deputed to regu- 
late the affair of the cuftoms, therefore 
he anfwers, that their coming is unne- 
eeffary. In every other relpedt, his letter 
to IVir, Amyatt is written in an hand- 
fame and fuitable manner. 

With relpeft to the prefent fitua- 
tion of affairs between us and the Na- 
bob, it is this. Wherever the Compaq * 
ny’s bufinefs, or that of their fervants, 
fuffered any interruption, our forces have 
been employed to remove fuch obftruc- 
I 3 tions. 
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tions, and feize thofe officers of the go- 
vernment who occafioned them ; we 
have cleared our bufinefs, and taken our 
own fatisfadtion, and left the Nabob on 
the differing fide 5 and a very great fuf- 
ferer he will undoubtedly be ; for it is 
well known, that the zemindars, collec- 
tors, and other officers of the country 
government, when they fee a likelihood 
of troubles, and their Matter's power on 
the decline, never fail to make ufe of the 
, opportunity of keeping back their rents. 

The Nabob’s letters are thofe of a 
defpairing man, who has imagined to 
himfelf, that the Board, or the majori- 
ty of them, have determined at all events 
to overthrow his government, let him 
do what he will, and fubmit never lb 
patiently to their refolutions. To this 
date of his mind, fnany of the petulant 
expreffions, and the anxiety which ap- 
pears through his letters, ihould be at- 
tributed, and proper allowances made. 
While we are left in quiet poffeffion of 
the countries affigned to the Company, 
and their trading bufinefs alfb is carried 


on 



TranfaBions in Bengal. 119 


on in every part without interruption, 
it would be as impolitick 'as unjuft, to 
l?egin a war without neceffity againft an 
ally, whom we are bound by treaty to 
iupport ; and of which, the confequence, 
would probably be a fcene of frefti dif- 
tradion in the country, a, general inter- 
ruption of trade, and a wanton effufion 
of blood. 

That the Nabob has not the de- 
fign of breaking with us, I think, is 
plainly proved from his condudt, as well 
as from the expoftulating ftyleof his let- 
ters. It, i* not reafonable to take for 
granted every report made to us, by an 
Englith gomaftab, or a difcontented of- 
ficer of the government. If he had a 
mind to break with us, he would cer- 
tainly, have attacked thofe three compa- 


which were detached from Patna, and 
feized the Nabob's* officer atMow, whilft 
the Nabob, with his whole army, was 


within afttort march of the place. And 
if he had fucceeded againft thole three 
companies, he would then have attacked 
I 4 ^BSs^our 
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our troops at Patna, to have endeavored 
to have cut off fo confiderable a part of 
our force ; inftead of which, his retiring 
to Mongheer, is a proof with me, that 
he will fubmit to any thing, rather, than 
come to hoftilities with us. 

And I think we ought equally to de- 
lire to preferve the peace and tranquility 
of the country, and amicably to accom- 
modate the points in dilpute ; for which 
purpofe, I think, no method fo proper, 
the deputation propbfed,' to difcufsthofe 
points. The Nabob’s faying, that if 
Mr. Amyatt’s bufinefs is to dilpute upon 
the articles of cuftoms, - be had better 
not come, as it is a point already fet- 
tled, by the abolilhing of cuftoms in ge- 
neral j is not, in my opinion, tohe regarded 
as a refufal to treat with Mr. Amyatt, 
upon the matters contained in the in- 
ftrudions, to Mr. Hay and him from 
the Board ; and which having never yet 
been communicated to the Nabob, it 
confequently cannot be faid, that he has 
rtfufed to dilcufs them. 

* * 

* I THINK, 
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I thinx, therefore, that it would be 
moft expedient to write to the Nabob, in 
anfwer to his laft letters, to this effect. 
** That the alarms, in all parts of the 
** country, muft be attended with a very 
te great lofs and detriment, both to his 
<c affairs and the Company’s, and a 
“ breach of the friendihip between us, 
“ infallibly enfue, if the neceflary regu- 
“ lations for carrying on our bufinefs, 

and fettling the points in difpute, be 
** not immediately concluded. That as 
** a proof of our defire to avoid coming 
* f to extremities, we appointed MefT. 

Amyatt and Hay to confer with him, 
“ as the moft effectual method of regu- 
“ lating affairs with difpatch. That he 
** ought to regard fuch our appointment 
“ of two gentlemen of the Board, as the 
“ ftrongeft mark of our friendfhip, and 
“ a compliment paid him ; and that if 
“ he fhould refufe to treat with them, 
“ it can be regarded in no other light, 
** but as a declaration of his intention 
** to come to a rupture with us.” 


And 
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And I think Mr. Amyatt might him- 
fielf write to the Nabob, to the fame pur- 
pofe, and wait his anfwer, either at Cal- 
cutta, or Coffimbuzar. But if the Board 
thould determine, that Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay fhall not proceed according to their 
appointment, then, I think, that a let- 
ter fhould be wrote to the Nabob, upon 
the plan of their inftrudaons, demand- 
ing every thing thereby dire&ed to be 
demanded, and requiring a plain, expli- 
cit, and final anfwer, uponevery article: 
it would be an unprecedented thing to 
employ force, for the obtaining any point, 
until a friendly application has been 
made and rqefted. 

, Opinion of the Majority . 

The majority of the Board being of 
opinion, that the Nabob fhould be again 
wrote to, to infill on his receiving the 
intended deputation for treating uponbu- 
finefs j and that Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
Ihould proceed to, and wait his anfwer 
at Coffimbuzar. 

-or 


Refolution 
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Refolution in Confequencc. 

Agreed, that the Prefident do addrefs 
him to the effeft expreffed in his own 
and Mr. Marriott’s minutes, and plainly 
acquaint him, that a refufal to comply 
with the demand therein contained, can 
be regarded in no other light, than a de- 
claration on his fide, of his intention to 
come to a rupture with us.” 


SECTION XII. 

The Deputation of Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay; their Proceedings and other 
Occurrences, to the Death of Mr. 
Amyatt. 

‘The Board s InfiruB 'tons to Meff. Amyatt 
and Hay. — Mr. V anfittart’-r Diffent.— 
Syed Buddul Cawn, one of the Nabobs 
Officers, fized at Luckypoor, and fent 
to Calcutta. — Produces Mahomed Al- 
lee’r Orders. — Orders in Confequence to 
the PaBory at Dacca to feize him . — 
Reafons for Mr. VanfittartV joining in 
that Order.— -Probable. Motives of the 
Nabob’/ ConduB, in reJpeB to Maho- 
med 
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med Allee. — 'Remarkable Infances of 
Prepoffeffion on the Part of the Nabob, 
and of the Council in two Letters ; one 
from the Nabob, and the other from ■ 
Coffimbuzar, upon falfe Reports. — De- 
bate upon the lajl Letter , determined 
by a fecond Letter from Coffimbuzar. 

• - — Plan of Operations in Cafe of a War. 
— Debate upon the Orders to be fent to 

Patna. Letter from the Chief and 

Council at Patna, giving an Account of 
the Preparations making by the Nabob’* 
Officer there.-— Mr. Johnftone* fur- 
ther Minute , relative to bis Accufation 
’ of Mr. Vanfittart, of making a private 
Agreement with the N abob . — Mr. Van - 

fittart’* Anfwer. Two Letters from 

the Nabob. — Debate upon them. — Re- 
flation in Confequence , that Meffi. A- 
myatt and Hay Jhould proceed on their 
Deputation. — Letter from the Chif and 
Council of Patna, containing News of 
Infur reB ions in that Province. — Re- 
marks upon it. — The Nabob* Letter to 
the Company. — Letter from the Chief 
and Council of Patna, complaining of 
their not being allowedfuller Powers.— 
Remarks upon it. — Juggutfeet and bis 
Brother carried Prisoners to the Nabob. 
—The Nabob* Reply to Mr. Vanfit- 

tart’i 
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tart’/ Remonjlrance in their Behalf . — ' 
Mahomed Allee feized , and Jent to 
Calcutta.-— Letter from Mejf. Amyatt 
and Hay, giving an Account of their 
JirJi Interview with the Nabob. — Opi- 
nion of the Nabobs Difpofition at this 

Time. Boats with Arms for Patna, 

j flopped by the Nabob at Mongheer. — 
Mr. Amyatt demands their Releafe with- 
out Ejfe£^.—Tbe Nabob’/ Reafnsfor 
detainitijjfihem. — Letter from Mejf. A- 
myatt and Hay, with a Copy of their 
Demands prefented to the Nabob, and 
bis Anfwers. — Two Letters from Mejf. 
Amyattand Hay, aduifng that the Arms 
were fill 'detained.— -Two Letters from 
the Nabob, complaining againjl Mr. El- 
lis, and demanding the Removal of our 
Troops from Patna. — Letter from Mr. 
Amyatt to Mr. Vanfittart, containing 
the Nabob’/ Objections to the Demands 
' of the Board. — Mr. Vanfittart/ Opinion 
upon the further Inf rations to be fent 
to MeJf. Amy2.tX ami Hay. — Debate and 
- Reflations of the Board.— Difcretional 
Powers given to the Chief and Council 
of Patna.— Mr. Haftings’/ DiJJent.— 
Letter from Mr. Vanfittart to the Se- 
cretary , containing his Objection and fur- 
ther Opinion. — Frejh Reflations there- 
upon. 
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upon . — Letters from Mejf. Amyatt and 
Hay, with their Opinion that a Rup- 
ture was unavoidable. ■ -— T wo Letters 
from Mr. Ellis, giving an Account of 
the Defertion of two hundred of our See - 
poys.— Other Letters from Mejf'. Amy- 
att and Hay, confirming their former. 
— Further Refolutions for the &ijbofi- 
tion of the Troops in Cafe of a War. 
Debates concerning the future Govern- 
ment of the Country in fucb a Cafe . — 
Letter from Mejf. hmy&ttand Hay, ad- 
vifing of the Nabob’/ Declaration , that 
be would put an End to the Conference , 
if we did not recall our Troops from 
Patna . — Letter from Mejf. Amyatt and 
Hay, advifing that the Nabob had re- 
leafed the Boats of Arms, and confented 
to treat. — Strong Reports of Hofiilities 
begun at Patna . — Our Dauks flopped , 
— Two Letters from the Nabob ; the 
firfi urging the Removal either of our 
Troops from Patna, or Mr. Ellis from 
the Chiejjhip j the other exprejfing a 
ConviBian , that Mr. Ellis was bent up- 
on attacking the City of Patna, and 
that our Correfpondenee was come to an 
End. — The Army ordered to march . — 
Advice from Mr. Amyatt, that be and 
his Tarty werefurrounded, and t hr Boats 

■ ' • ■ - <>f 
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of Arms again flopped. — Report front 
Htrcarras , that Patna was taken by our 
droops. '—Explanation of Mr.V anfittart’x 
Conduct. — His Minute, declaring his 
Refolution to quit the Government, as 
foon as the War Jhould be ended. — Fur- 
ther Debates concerning the future Go- 
vernment of the Country. — Refolution of 
the Board to re-eflablijh Meer Jaffier. 
—Advice from Mr. Amyatt, of bis hav- 
ing left Mongheer, and from CofEm- 
buzar, of his Party being attacked, and 
bimfelf killed. 

M ESS. Amyatt and Hay took their 
leave of the Board the 4th of A- 
pril, having received from them the fol- 
lowing inftrudtions, which were drawn 
up from the opinions of the majority. 
And I figned them with the reft of the 
Board, conforming herein to the efta- 
blifhed rule of all the Company’s govern- 
inentsj which is, that every member 
fliall fign the public orders and records, 
entering his diffent, where he differs 
from the opinion of the majority in the 
confultations. It will be remembered, that 
I had formerly ftrongly infilled upon the 
obfervance of this rule, when Meff. A- 

myatt 

¥ 
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myatt and Ellis refufed to iign the order 
of the Board, and fubfcrib'ed their diffent 
to them ; and it was therefore the more 
neceffary I ffiould comply with it on all 
occafions myfelf. 

Copy of the Infractions to Mejf. Amyatt 
and Hay. Dated March 28, 1763. 

«« T?IRST, The trade of our factories 
a . on behalf of the Company, as well 
as the inland trade, carried an by the a- 
gents and gomaflahs of Englifh mer- 
chants, haying, for fome months paft, 
met with the greateft interruptions in 
all parts of the country, from the officers , 
of the Nabob’s government; and this 
having further proved the fource of nu- 
merous difputes and complaints on both 
fides ; wehavehad under our confederation 
the fettling of certain rules, agreeable to 
our refpedtive rights and pretenfions, 
whereby to carry on our trade, and be 
the means of preventing fuch difputes 
from happening in fu;ure. In thefe points 
we have already come to fome refolutions, 
and having the greateft reliance on your 
abilities, prudence, and zeal, as well for 

the 
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the intereft of our Honorable M afters, 
as for the welfare and good of the com- 
munity, we have thought proper to de- 
pute you, to make known to the Nabob 
thofe refolutions. 

Second-ly, In the firft place, you mnft 
again acquaint the Nabob, that the re- 
gulations made with him by the Prefi- 
dent being difapproved,, are of coujrfe 
become void, and you are therefore to fe- 
demand the letter which contained them. 
You are alfo to infill, in cafe he has hot 
before iflued fuch orders, that he do re- 
voke all the orders which he fent to his 
officers, in confequence of the laid regu- 
lations; and inform them,that trade is in 
every refpedt to goon in its ufual channel, 
until he (the Nabob) has fettled' with 
you thebufinefsof your deputation. 

Thirdly, Accompanying this, you 
will receive Engliih and Perfian copies 
of the Firmaun, hufbttl-hookums and 
treaties, on which we found our right to 
a free trade. Thefe we have concluded, 
give us an indifputable privilege to carry 
on our trade, as well foreign as inland, 

throughout 
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throughout the provinces of this fubah, 
free of any duties to the country govern- 
ment. You muft therefore carefully 
and clearly explain to the Nabob the te- 
nor and fubftance of thefe grants, and 
the juftice that it follows we have on 
our fide for abiding thereby. 

Fourthly, When you have fully af- 
ferted, and convinced the Nabob of thefe 
our rights and privileges, you will make 
known to him the refolution of the Coun- 
cil the 2d inftant, for allowing him a 
duty on fait, with our motives thereto. 
Firft, becaufe from general informations 
taken, it appears, that this article has, 
from cuflom, always paid a certain tho‘ 
unfettled duty. Secondly, beeaufe it is 
not our intention, through a too (cra- 
pulous aflertion of our rights, to detri- 
ment or diminifh the revenues of his go- 
vernment ; or in any refpe£t laden to him 
the advantages reaped at our hands by 
his predeceffors. That allowing thefe 
fentiments to weigh with us as far as our 
regard for the interefts of our Employ- 
ers and the community, and for die te- 
nor of our faid grants, will poffibly ad- 
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mit, we have refolved to allow him (the 
Nabob) a fixed duty on the article of fait, 
after the rate of two and half per cent . 
on the rowana price j but as we have no 
grounds for extending this confideration 
further, we cannot admit of duties being 
levied on any other article of trade what-* 
fbever. 

Fifthly, To afcertain die payment 
of this duty, and at the fame time main - 
tain in its full force the authority of the 
Englifh duftuck, the article of fait (ball 
be circulated equally with other articles 
by the means of a duiluck, and be lia- 
ble to uo farther fcrutiny or interruption,, 
provided die buxbunder’s or (hah bunder’s 
receipt fin; the aforementioned duty ap- 
pears properly granted and entered on 
the back thereof. 

SixTHLY,For regulating in future the 
conduct of our agents and gomaftahs, and • 
the officers and dependents of the Nar 
bob’s government, with refpedfc to inju- 
ries committed on either fide, and dis- 
putes which may arife between them, we 
have agreed on the following rules, 

which 
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which you muft intimate to the Nabob ; 
and as we think they will every way an- 
fwer the ends propofed, you muft ac- 
quaint him, that they are therefore to ~ 
be punctually obferved*. 

Seven ti/ly, The Nabob having late- 
ly affedted an ignorance of the nature of * 
this government, and the powers of the . 
Council, the Prefident in his anfwer en- 
deavored to fet him right on that head; 
but it will ftill be.neceflary, that you a- 
gain explain this matter perfbnally to ' 
him by commiffion from the Board, that 
a future pretenfion of the like ignorance 
maty not be the means of detrimenting 
our affairs. 


Eighthly, There further appears, in 
, ike courfe of his correfpondence, certain 
v exprefiions, which imply a diffidence of 
friendfhip of feveral members of the 
hcil towards him. This ill founded 
on you muft ufe your moft ftrenu- 
cndeavors to remove ; and on the 
trary to Convince him, that we (hall 
ys, with one voice, agree in every 
}T', j ' . refpedF 

Here were entered the regulations agreed on in - 
consultation of March 5, in page 1, of this Yol. 
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refpedl to affift and fupport him in his 
government, provided no attempts are 
made towards the infringment of our 
rights and privileges; but that from a juft 
obfervation of them, and a ftgady obe- 
dience to the repeated orders of our Ho- 
norable Employers, we can never tame- 
ly put up with attempts that have in the 
limlleft degree fueb a tendency. 

Ninthl y, With refpedt to the regu- 
lations for trade, we think it will be the 
moft proper method to have our rights 
acknowledged, and the propofals agreed 
to by fome public writing, under the 
Nabob’s own hand and feal, taking care, 
that there are no exprefiions inferted in 
it, contrary to the fenfe we entertain of 
our rights by our former grarits or trea- 
ties, or that may tend to invalidate them. 
To fuch a Writing you may accede, re- 
serving to us the power of finally rati- 
fying the fame. 

Tenthly, As we think it abfolutely 
neceflary, both for the intereft of out af- 
fairs, and the Nabob’s, to have a gen- 
tleman in the fervice refident at his Court, 
Vol. III. K 


we 
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we have appointed Mr. Tho. Amphlett 
to accompany you on this deputation, 
and afterwards remain with the Nabob 
in that capacity. You will therefore in- 
troduce him to the Nabob accordingly ; 
and acquaint him, that all tranfaftions 
between him and lis are, after your de- 
parture, to be carried on by this refidentj 
and that all orders which are to be iffued 
thro’ the country relative to the EngliCh, 
muft be firft intimated to, and approv- 
ed by him. At your departure you will 
leave in charge to Mr. Amphlett any part 
of thefe inftruflions, which you may not 
be able to finiih, and give him fuch fur- 
ther dire&ionsasyou may think neceffary. 

Elevenly, Having had repeated in- 
ftances of the ill difpofition, and bad be- 
havior of Mahomed Alice, the colle&or 
of the Dacca diftri&s, we have inclofed 
you a particular proof of it in copies of 
letters which he wrote to Syed Buddul 
Cawn j and we muft defire that you will 
infift on his being difinifled from his of- 
fices, and obliged to make reparation for 
all the Ioffes he has been the occafion of 

fince 
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fince the beginning of thefe diftur- 
bances. 

Twelfthly, The orders by which we 
took poffeffion of the lands, being only 
Aumulnamas, we mull; defire that you 
will apply to the Nabob for proper jag- 
heery funnuds, to confirm the Compa- 
ny’s right to the three provinces. 

Thirteenthly, You muft likewife 
demand from the Nabob, payment of a 
fum of money, which Mahomed Reza 
Cawh dilburfed out of the revenues of 
the Chittagong province, on accountof the 
Tippra expedition ; to inftrudt you in 
which, we have ordered the particulars to 
be tranfmitted you, by the accomptant of 
the committee of lands. 

Fourteenthly, Since we began to 
draw up thefe inftru&ions, we have re- 
ceived intelligence of the Nabob’s having 
y>ubli£hed a funnud, containing an exemp- 
tion of duties on every kind of trade, 
for the fpace of two years. Copies of 
this funnud, and a perwannah which ac- 
companied it to Nobit Roy, the Naib 
of Patna, you will herewith receive. And 
K 2 


as 
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as we are of opinion, that this ftep is 
taken with a deiign to prejudice the Com- 
pany’s trading bufinefs, and counteract 
the meafures, we have been hitherto 
taking for the welfare of, trade in gene- 
ral, we defire, that you will infift on 
the Nabob’s revoking that funnud, and 
collecting duties as before. 

•<, Fifteenthly, We further tranfmit 
you cfopy of a minute entered, on this 
day’s confultation, ^ Meff. Johnftoneand 
Hay j and we defire you will make the 
inquiry therein recommended.*' 

Additional InjlruStions to Mejf. Amyatt 
and Hay. Dated April 1, 1763. 

“ 'HE lait letters received from the 
JL .Nabob, having been debated on 
at the Board, and it being determined, 
that you fhall proceed to CoffimbuzarL 
and there wait his anfwer to another let^ 
ter, the Prefidept has wrote him; we 
now addrefs you thefe further inftruc- 
tions on fome points, whiidi have oc- 
curred fince we concluded thofe before 
drawn up. 


By 
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By letters from Patna we are advifed 
of the great want they are in of ficcas, 
for carrying on the inveftment, and of 
the inconvenience and lofs which arifes 
from the exchange of money. We have 
likewife often received letters oh this 
fubjedt, from Coffimbuzar and the other 
factories. We therefore defire that you 
will endeavor to prevail on the Nabob, 
to llrike in his mints, only one fpecies of 
rupees, to be current throughout his go- 
vernment, without any batta, fo long as 
they do not diminifh in weight. But if 
you cannot effedtuate fuch regulations, 
you muft reprefent to the Nabob, in the 
flrongeft terms, the great impediment 
which our bufinefs fuffers, from the 
backwardnefs of the fhroffs, to exchange 
and circulate the Calcutta ficcas j and 
therefore get him, to ifliie peremptory 
*brders to die fhroffsand others, for ef- 
fedhiating the currency of the rupees 
coined in our mint, that our bufinefs 
may no longer fuffer fuch interruptions 
and Ioffes from this fourcc ; and alfo pro- 
cure his orders for coining three lacks 
K 3 of 
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of rupees annually in each of the mints 
of Dacca and Patna, for the fervice of 
the factories. We are informed of an 
attack made on a fubahdar, and fifty fee- 
poys, by a body of the Nabob’s troops 
from Tekarry ; for the particulars of 
the affair, we refer you to the copy 
of a Patna letter, which you will here- 
with receive ; and we defire, that you 
will require fatisfadtion againft the offi- 
cer who commanded them, for declar- 
ing he had the Nabob’s orders, to cut 
all Englifh feepoys to pieces, wherever 
they were found ; for having the info- 
lence to propofe to our party, that he 
would let them go, if they would deli- 
ver up their arms and cloathing j and on 
their refufal, for beginning an attack 
upon them, whereby an havaldar was 
killed, and four feepoys wounded. You 
muft further infift, that this fatisfa&ion 
be a public and exemplary punifhment 
before you, or elfe, that he be delivered 
up to us to be tried and punifhed. 

We likewife tranfmit you fome ac- 
counts of Ioffes, which certain gentle- 
men 
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men have fuftained in their trade by the 
late difturbances and interruptions, the 
amount of which, you muft require of 
the Nabob, to caufe his officers to make 
good; and whatever accounts of the fame 
nature may hereafter be received, (hall 
likewife be forwarded to you.” 

The articles concerning our right to 
an unlimited free trade, appearing to me 
very unjuft, I thought proper to enter 
my diflent to that part of the inftruc- 
tions, which I did as follows. 

The Prefident’r Dijfent. 

The Prefident obferves, that although 
he figns thefe inftrudlions, in conformity 
to the opinion of the majority of the 
Board, he diflents to the third and four- 
teenth paragraphs, which contain a claim 
of a right to a free trade in all articles, 4 ~ 
whether for foreign or inland trade ; and 
orders for inlifting on the Nabob’s re- 
voking the funnud, for an exemption of 
duties, for the reafnns more particularly 
mentioned in consultations the 1 ft and 
24th of March 

K 4 Some 

* Page 385, Vol. II. and page 72, of this VoL 
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Some time before this, Syed Buddul 
Cawn, the Nabob’s officer at Lucky- 
poor, having placed a guard upon the 
houfe of one Mahomed Gazy, who had 
formerly been in the fervice of the fac- 
tory, Mr. Middleton, the provifional 
chief of the factory, wrote to him, de- 
firing him to releafe the man, which 
Syed Buddul Cawn refufed, and fent him 
a copy of an order, which he had re- 
ceived for that purpofe, from Mahomed 
Allee, In this order, befides the de- 
mands of the government upon Maho- 
med Gazy (again# which we could have 
had no objections) this extraordinary rea- 
fon was added, for calling him to an ac- 
count, that he had been in the Englifh 
employ, and was their abettor in their de- 
figns again# the government. The in- 
folence of this expreffion determined the 
Board to take the part of Mahomed Ga- 
zy ; and Mr. Middleton was accordingly 
directed to feize Syed Buddul Cawn, and 
fend him to Calcutta ; and, at the fame 
time, a letter was wrote to the Nabob, 
iofifting on his pumfhing Mahomed Al- 
lee. 
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Ice. Mr. Middleton, in confequence of 
thefe orders, immediately feized Syed 
Buddul Cawn, and fent him a prifoner 
to Calcutta, where he arrived the latter 
end of the month of March. Being 
brought before the Board be exculpated ' 
himfelf, by producing fevcral letters from 
Mahomed Allee, the moft infolent of 
which I fhall here infert. 

From Mahomed Alice to Syed Buddul *t 
Cawh. 

“ XT OUR agreeable letter is arrived, ' 

-I- I fully underftand the particu- 
lars contained therein, and from the hir- 
carra likewife, I learned the account of 
the villainies of the Englilh in Lucky- 
poor. I have written preflingly to Aga 
Mahomed Nizam, and Satnadan, and 
Autsur Sing, and Jungul Sing, to repair 
all pf them with their people unto you. 

I have alfo feat perwannahs, with the 
utmoh difpatch, unto the zemindars of 
Bilwat, Baboopoor, See. and I have taken 
engagements from every zemindar’s vac- 
keel, about Luckypoor, that their roaf- 
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ters, the zemindars, will attend upon 
you, and adt as you fhall diredt them. It 
behoves you, with the utmoft difpatch, 
to repair thither immediately, and bloc- 
kade the paffages for going in and com- 
ing out on all fides of Luckypoor ; and 
place ftrong centinels, that no perfon 
whatever may pafs or repafs to and from 
Luckypoor,and that a foul does not efcape. 
Of thofe who claim the Englifh protec- 
tion, and make ufe of their name, take 
two or three and crucify them, and feize 
their houfes and effedts. Lay hold of 
their wives and children, and fend 
them ftraitway to me. Be fure not to 
fail in this refpedt, his excellency having- 
honored me with his orders to this pur- 
pofe, as you muft be informed from the 
copy of the Governor’s engagement, and 
of his excellency’s perwannah, in con- 
fequence, which I heretofore fent you ; 
and do not entertain the leaft diffidence. - 
Regard this my fliort letter, in the light 
of a thoufand letters, and adt according- 
ly. Moreover, let guards be placed to 
keep a good look-out about Luckypoor, 

and 
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and the parts adjacent, until the Nabob’s 
orders arrive, when they will proceed to 
adt as I ihall write to you. At prefent 
furround it on all fides, and keep a con- 
flant watch. 

You will take extraordinary good care 
of the Europeans at Luckypoor, that they 
get no intelligence from any of their de- 
pendents, either by land or water j and 
for fecurity you will fend ±00 men, with 
a commander, whom you can rely upon, 
and diredt them, above all things, to be 
ready for adtion both night and day.” 

Such a declaration of his inveteracy 
to the Englilh, as was expreffed in thefe 
letters of Mahomed Allee’s, and the 
many inftances which he had given of 
it throughout his whole condudt, from 
his firft appointment, juftly excited the 
indignation of the whole Board. The 
moll violent readily feized this occafion, 
to infer a fixed refolution in the Nabob 
to break with us j and that the appoint- 
ment of fuch a man as Mahomed Allee, 
with fuch extraordinary powers, and his 

condudt 
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conduct in the execution of them, were 
only in confequence of that refolution. It 
was therefore warmly urged to prevent 
the Nabob’s defigns, by declaring im- 
mediate war againft him. 

This fentiment, however, was op- 
pofed by a majority of the Board, who 
judged it moft proper, in the prefent 
circumftances, to regard the infults as 
proceeding petfonally from Mahomed 
Allee, and to ehaftizc him for it our- 1 
felves ; frnce the Nabob, to whom we 
had repeatedly complained againft him, 
had hitherto afforded us no redrefs ; and 
that the Chief and Council at Dacca 
fhould be ordered te fcize, and fend him 
down prifoner to Calcutta. 

In this alternative I eafily joined, as 
well in the hopes of yet preventing a ru- 
inous and unjuftifiable war, as from the 
eonvi&ion of the violent and incendiary 
ipirit of Mahomed Allee ; who, if fuffer- 
ed to aft. longer with impunity, I few 
^ would put it out of my power, or even * 
of the Nabob s,.to preferve peace between 
ns. It is true, that the Nabob, in anfwer 

to 
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to the demand of the Board for his dif- 
miffion, declared, that he had removed 
him from his employment, and fbmmoft- 
ed him to his prefence j hat as he fHll 
continued at Dacca, and the Nabob had 
always endeavoured to vindicate his con- 
duct, it was much to be feared, that he 
would not only efcape the punifhment 
he (kferved, but perhaps be continued 
in his authority, and have his hands 
ftrengthened with fuch frefh powers, as 
might make it dangerous to attempt af- 
terwards to call him to an account. The 


Nabob's behaviour upon this occafion 
may be eafily accounted for, from Ac 
precarious fituation in which he flood 
with die Englifh. When I was with 
him at Mongheer he adored me, that if 
the complaints which were then alledg- 
cd againfl Mahomed Affee upon enquiry 
proved true, he would both' difmifs him 


from his fervice* and feverely punifh him. 
Thtj fame affurance he gave me with re- 
fped . to Sheer Allee, the fougedar of ^ 
Poomeea, who had been guilty of the 
like enmity aid mifbehavioor to theEng- 


Jifh 
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lifh dependents in that diftridt ; and it is 
very probable, that he was fincere in this 
declaration at that time, fince his intereft 
was raoft materially concerned in remov- 
ing every caufe of difagreement from be- 
tween us. But when he perceived the 
ftrong oppofition, formed againft him by 
the general affembly of the Council, and 
that the defign of his enemies was level- 
led openly againft his perfon and govern- 
ment, it is not to be wondered at, that 
he ftiould be cautious of depriving him- 
felf of the afliftance of perfons the raoft 
capable of ferving him, and on whofe 
zeal he had fo much reafon to depend in 
cafe of a rupture with the Englifh. In 
a word, it appears from the Nabob’s 
whole behaviour, from the time that the 
general Council was afiembled, that he 
believed his own ruin to be the objedt of 
that affembly j and every ftep taken by 
the Board, ferved but to confirm him the 
more ftrongly in that fatal perfuafion. 
Fatal I call it, fince with fuch a mutual 
diftrufi every accident, however trifling, 
was eafily conftrued into an intentional 

adt 
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adt of hoftility j and even the neceflary 
precautions of felf-defence ferved but to 
make the breach irreparable. I believe 
it will be needlefs to point out inftances 
of the effects of thefe prepofleffions, a- 
mongfl the many which occur in the mi- 
nutes of the Council, and the Nabob’s 
letters which I have already inlerted. To 
the latter I fhall add one, as it thews how 
eafily the Nabob was led away by every 
groundlefs report, and how naturally his 
apprehenfions difpofed him to co-operate 
with the very meafures which tended to 
an open rupture. 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated April 15, 1763. 

“ T Have to this time repoled an en- 
tire confidence in your friendlhip, 
but I never fulpedted, that you would 
write me letters filled with profeffions of 
friendlhip and attachment j and whillt I 
remained in fecurity, trailing to your de- 
claration, that you would have dilpatch- 
ed your forces in feveral divifions by land 
and water, and thro’ the hills and woods, 

with 
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■with guns and artillery, to thefc parts. 
This kind of proceeding I do not under- 
ftand. I before repeatedly wrote to you, 
that I was unequal to this bufinefs. You 
would not agree to it, and now that fuch 
meafures are taken, what fort of dealing 
is this ? As to Mr. Amyatt’s coming, 
which you wrote about before, I have no 
objection. Recall all your troops, that 
you have difpatched by every road to*- 
wards this way, and let Mr. Amyatt pro- 
ceedhither, in the &me manner that jOn 
came to vifittfte ; and after his arrival, 
I will behave to him as becomes me. If 
you confent not to this, and refufe to re- 
call your forces, and are obftinately bent 
upon my dishonour, I an? without reme- 
dy. Let me have your anfwer to thislet- 
ter, which I wait for, for it is every man’s 
duty to take care of his honour.” 

A^ this time not a foldier had' moved 
from- his quarters j. nor could lever guefe 
from whence the Nabob took up this, 
groundlefs alarm. It can be attributed 
only to a prepofleffi’on of the mind, which 

will 
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will fometimes give the appearance of re- 
ality to any phantom of the imagination. 

The following hiftory occuring in the 
fame order of time, aptly illuftrates the 
truth of the above obfervation, and proves, 
that if the Nabob’s fears led him to be- 
lieve every idle report of defigns that had 
no existence, either in fad: or probabili- 
ty, our faith was at leaft as a&ive as his, 
whether fear, or the zeal of party fpirit, 
impelled and gave life to it. It is fcarce- 
ly conceivable, that any perfons fhould 
be fo blindly prejudiced, as to give fcn- 
>tire credit to ailory, of the Nabob’s hav- 
ing ordered all the mulberry-trees, and 
cotton-fhrubs in his country, to be root- 
ed up, from .no other motive, than a 
merefpite to the Englifh, and to deprive 
them of the benefits which they enjoyed 
in common with other merchants in the 
products of thofe plants : yet fo great 
was the eagernefs of feveral members of 
the Board, to catch at every report that 
tended to the Nabob’s prejudice, that 
fuch an abfurdity was readily believed, 
and the mod violent meafures propofed 

Volj III. L in 
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in confequence, as will appear by the 
following papers. 

ExtraSt of Consultation of April vz, ( pre- 
fettt Meff. Vaniittart, Batfon, Cartier, 
Marriott Watts.) 

Mr. Batfon ’ j Minute. 

** 1 \>T R- Bat son lays before the Board 
aVX the following letter from Mr. 

Chambers * at Cofiimbuzar. 

To Stanlake Batfon, E/q; 

Sir, April 3, 1763. 

“The many daily occurrences here 
“ and reports convince me, our trade 
and every thing will fpeedily be put a 
" Hop to, if fome meafures are not taken 
** to prevent it. There is ah order paff- 
“ ed for deftroying all the mulberry- 
“ trees in the country, and they have 
“ actually commenced putting it in ex- 
“ ecotion; fb that we can expert ho filk 
“ or hlk piece-goods for the en firing yd#, 
“ tf it is not put an immediate ftop to. 
“ * hear there is the fame order con- 

** cerning 

* Mr. Chambers was the fecond of tl *e faStory 
t of Coffimbuzar, and had charge of it during Mr. 
fiatfon’3 abfence. 
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** cerning all the cotton plants, which 
* f will beas detrimental tofoe white cloth 
trade. It is publickly talked at the 
“ city, that the Nabob is determined to 
** get rid of us one way or other j that 
tm he has money enough to pay his troops 
“ longer than we ftiail be able to ftay in 
“ the country without trade * fee which 
* c reafon he willdeftroy all the produce 
“ of the country, which may furnifh 
“ trade ; for it’s all one to him, whe- 
** ther we are in the country or not, if 
“ we won’t pay him any duties j and he 
“ will either oblige us to do that, or 
“ quit the country. 

** Several parties of horfe and foot 
** have arrived at the city, within thefe 
** two or three days, and great prepara- 
** tions are making for defence, in cafe 
** our army comes this way, as k is re- 
“ ported they are coming, and that they 
“ had marched a little way, and were re- 
“ called. I thought it proper to acquaint 
“ you of foe order concerning the njul- 
** berry-trees and cotton, as 1 think foe 
** Governor and Council foouldbe ac- 
L 2 “ quainted 
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** quainted therewith, by which they 
“ will perceive how our trade is likely 
“ to be deftroyed. The tomtoms have 
“ a&ually been about with the orders, 

“ and feveral people fent to deftroy all 
“ the mulberry fields. Should you think 
“ with me it is necefiary to acquaint the 
** Board with thefe things, I fhall be o- 
“ bliged to you, if you will acquaint 
** me with the refult. I am. See. 

“ Signed John Chambers. 

“ P. S. X think it would be highly 
<{ necefiary to have a few more feepoys 
at this factory. Reports run very 
“ high and infolent, and I believe was 
“ the army to march, we fliould be fur- 
“ rounded at this factory j and there- 
“ fore Ihould be glad to have a few fee- 
“ poys to defend ourfelves. The arms 
“ of the feepoys here are very bad, I 
“ wifli you would apply for fome.” 

He (Mr. Batfon) alfo acquaints the 
Board, that immediately on the receipt 
of this letter, he wrote an anfwer, a- 
greeable to the opinion of the members 

of 
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of the Council then in Calcutta, defiring 
Mr. Chambers, if the intelligence he 
had given him was certain, to confirm 
the fame in a letter to the Board, that 
they might take their refolutions ac- 
cordingly. 

Received a letter from Mr. Cham- 
bers, dated the 9th, acquainting us, in 
conlequence of Mr. Batfon’s letter to 
him, that it is, beyond all difpute, that 
tomtoms have been beat in feveral places 
by order of the zilladars, who pretend 
to have received orders from the Nabob, 
to take up all the mulberry-trees on both 
tides of the great river ; but he cannot 
fay for certain, that they have yet put it 
in execution. 

The Prefident ’s Opinion in Conference of 
tbefe Letters. 

As the intelligence, contained in the 
publick letter, differs in fome particu- 
lars from what Mr. Chambers before 
wrote to Mr. Batfon, the Prefident is of 
opinion, that Mr. Chambers £hould be 
directed to acquaint the Board, from 
whence he got his intelligence, regard- 

L 3 ing 
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ing the mulberry-trees ; and to enquire 
in die name of the Board, from Syed 
Mahomed Cawn, whether he has receiv- 
ed letters from the Nabob to this effect; 
if he has, to require from him a copy 
of fuch orders, or endeavor by any other 
means to procure a copy, and tranfont it 
to us. 

Mr. WattsV Opinion . 

Mr. Watts thinks, that the cer- 
tainty of what Mr. Chambers informs 
the Board, in his letter of the 9th in- 
ftant* ought not to be doubted 5 especi- 
ally, as he had made an inquiry into the 
affair, at the requeft of the majority of 
the Board ; that the general behavior of 
the Nabob has been, and continues to 
be fuch, that further application to him- 
felf or officers, on any points whatfo- 
ever, ought as much as poffible to be 
avoided ; but efpecially in this cafe, as 
Syed Mahomed Cawn muff know, that 
this information muff come from our 
Chief and Council at Coffimbuzar > and 
confequently our doubting the truth of 
it, muff leffen the credit of that Board 

in 
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in his eyes. Mr. Watts further thinks, 
that Mr. Chambers may be wrote to, di- 
recting him to endeavor to' procure co- 
pies of the funnuds and perwannahs, that 
may have been fent down from the Na- 
bob on this fubjedt, or any other proofs 
he may be able to get. 

Mr. Marriott’* Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott agrees in opinion 
with the Prefident. 

Mr. Johnftone * Opinion. 

Mr. Johnstone does not think it 
of any confequence to make this further 
enquiry, as Mr. Chambers having been 
wrote to at the defire of the majority 
of the members then in Calcutta, may 
he fuppo fed to have iatisfied himfelf of 
the truth of what he now publickly in- 
forms die Board ; nor would Syed Ma- 
homed Cawn’s denying to have received 
fuch an order, be any proof of the tom- 
toms not having been beat. Further, 
becaufe he thjnks the other * pieces of 
L 4 intelligence, 

* That the Nabob had fent bodies of troops to 
different parts of the country, and was bufy in 
warlike preparations. 
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intelligence, which Mr. Chambers gave 
us in his letter, may incline us more im- 
plicitly to the belief of this, and the 
certainty of the Nabob’s intentions againft 
us, which we muft hear from Meff. A- 
myatt and Hay, before any anfwer could 
come from Mr. Chambers. 

Mr. Cartier’r Opinion. 

Mr. Cartier thinks it would be 
proper to direft Mr. Chambers to enquire 
of Syed Mahomed Cawn, whether he 
has received fuchan order from the Na- 
bob, and to endeavor to get a copy of it, 

Mr. BatfonV Opinion. 

Mr. Batson cannot doubt, but' the 
proclamation concerning cutting down 
the mulberry-trees was. actually made; 
and he thinks, the Frefident’s feeming 
ilill to doubt it, and defiring a further 
enquiry to be made for the confirmation 
of it, is with a defign to difcdurage Mr. 
Chambers from fending us intelligence, 
agreeable to his practice, in regard to 
the intelligence, which he (Mr. Bat- 
Ion) formerly fent down in feveral of 

the 
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the Nabob’s and Petrus’s letters *. 

‘The Opinion of the Majority , and Refolu- 
tion in Confequence. 

The majority of the Board being of 
the Prefident’s opinion. Agreed, Mr. 
Chambers be wrote to accordingly.” 

A .'FEW 

* As the reflexion contained in the latter part 
of Mr. Batfon’s minute, will be judged to have re- 
quired feme reply, I /hall here infert an extract of 
the minute which followed, tho’ foreign from the 
fubjefl in hand j this may ferve for one inftance of 
the fcandalous and indecent behavior, which by the 
intemperance of fome of the members, and the 
ready connivance of the reft, had taken place in our 
Councils. 

The Prefident’r Quejlim ta Mr. Batfon. 

“ The Prefidem defires Mr. Batfon may be alk- 
ed, whether by feveral of the Nabob’s and Pefhis’s 
letters, he means thofe copies of f Perfian letters, 
faid to be the Nabob’s and Petrus’s, read in con- 
futation the 4th of March, 1764, and which af- 
ter profecuting the enquiry for feveral months with 
the utmoft attention, die Board judged to be not 
au then tick. 

Mr. Batfbn’r Anjvjer. 

Mr. Bstfon anfwers, it is thofe letters he 
and be doth not find, on pending the proceedings* 
that the Board did think them not authefttick^ and 
as the Prefident has folemnly declared, dm he 

knows 


t Page 17, VoL II. 
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A few days after the following an* 
fwer was .received. 

"Copy of a Letter from Mr. Chambers to 
the Governor and Council. Dated 
April i 6 t 1763. 

« 'V? r OUR favor of the 13th infant J 
“ A have duly received, in anfwer to 

** your 

knows nothing of Cawn Bahadre’s coming to Cal- 
cutta, as related in that correspondence, he d«fire$ 
him to confirm the fame by oath, otberwtfe he (Mr, 
Batfon) (hall continue to look on his declaration as 
folfe. ... 

Tht Prefidept’r Reply. 

Altho’ the Prefidcnt thinks it a very improper 
method of proceeding, that any member of the 
Board fhould be put to his oath on any oceafiop, ex- 
cepting where the law requires it ; and that fhe 
wor/i of every member of the Bovd Should bp re- 
garded as an oath ; yet for the fatisfa&ion of the 
Company, in a matter where thqir ujtereft is fo 
much Concerned, and in which Mr- Batfpn ha* 
called his (the Prefident’s) honor fo much in quef- 
tion, he defires he may be put to bis oath before the 
Board. ■ * „ . , 

Tbi Prefident’r Oatb. 

I do fojemnly (Wear, that I never to my know- 
kdge faw or heard of a man, known by the name 
*4* of Cawn Bahadre ; nor did any man evqr'maketo 
me fuch a propofol , nor did I ever hear .of fitch a 
propofol, as he is fold to have been commifEoned 
with, until the copies .ofthe Perfian letters were re- 
ceived from Mr. Batfon, 
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“ your queftion, from whence I had my 
“ intelligence,* I can only fay ircra the 
“ vackeel Kiffenindee, and General other *V 
tf merchants, who, on hearing the re- 
“ port, acquainted me with it, as did 
** alfo a confide r able dealer in that arti- 
** cle, who fays, he was told, that in five 
" days the mulberry-trees muft be all ta- 
** ken upj but he has heard nothing 
“ fiftce, and I believe it was only a falfc 
** report, occasioned, as I have fince 
“ learnt, from a Cuftomof tranfplanting 
4 * once in two or three years. I alked 
Syed Mahomed Cawn concerning the 
** order; he Says, he has received no fuch, 

** nor given any. 1 have requeued of 
“ him to endeavor to find out the perfons 
“ who fpread the report, and to punifh 
them. The report was not only here, 

“ hut on the other fide the great river. 

** Jt will be uapedhble forme to trace it 
<l to the fcwndatkm j I have afed already 
“ every method*® nay power, but in vain /’ 

Notwithstanding the propofed 
negotiation, the Board judged it expedi- 
ent 
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ent to take early precautions, ki cafe it 
fliould not be attended with fuccefs, by 
forming a plan for the operations of the 
war. The relolutions upon this fubjedt 
I Ihall enter at large, and the debates 
which followed them. I cannot pafs by 
the latter, without taking notice of the 
propofal made by Mr. Johnftone, and 
fupported by Mr. Batfon, for authorizing 
the gentlemen at Patna, to begin the war 
upon the bare appearances of an hoitile 
intention in the Nabob. The fentiments 
of Mr. Ellis were too well known, to 
leave it a doubt, that he would inftantly 
avail himfelf of fuch a power, to declare 
an open rupture, which might have been 
juftified even by the report of a common 
hircarra, or any pretence as Ioofe, which 
he might think fufficient (fince he was 
the judge) to conftrue into an hoftile 
intention in the Nabob. It will be found, 
that when fuch a power was afterwards 
lodged in his hands, fuch was actually 
the confequence. * 

\ . • ... 

Extraft 
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ExtraB of Confultation , April 14, 1763. 
(Prefent Mejf. Vanfittart, Adams, 
Batfon, Billers, Cartier, Haftings, 
Johnftone, Marriott and Watts.) 

«« A LTHO’ it is to be hoped, that the 
ii diiputes with the Nabob will 
yet come to an amicable iffue, itis thought 
neceflary to be prepared with a plan of o- 
perations, which may be moft expedient to 
infure fuccefs, in cafe of a contrary event. 
It is therefore refolved. 

First, That in cafe of a rupture with 
the Nabob, and the Nabob fhould march 
towards Patna, in order to attack our 
troops and faftory there, they £hall en- 
deavour to poflels themielves of the city, 
if they think they can accomplifh it with- 
out much lofs, and there remain, until 
they fhall receive further orders from us 
or major Adams. But if they thould think 
that by attacking the city, they run a 
rifque of failing in the attempt, or of 
lofing many men, they rauft then take 
fuch poft, as they think they can beft de- 
fend themfelves in j and if they can, 
cover the factory, until they £b all receive 
- m further 
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further orders, as above-mentioned ; that 
in either cafe, they muff be careful to 
fecure all the provifions they can of every 
kind, and alfo draught and carriage bul- 
locks. 

Secondl y. That in cafe of a rupture 
with die Nabob, and he fhould remain 
at Mongheer, the Patna party lhall aft 
as in the firil cafe. 

Thirdly, That in cafe of a rupture, 
and the Nabob matches down this way, 
the Patna party {hah, after attacking and 
pofleffing themfelves of the city, move 
down as far as Ruinulla, to be in greater 
readinefs to join major Adams, and there 
wait for orders from major Adams, un- 
less from an alteration of circumftaaces, 
their own diferetion lhall dire& them to 
a£t otherwife. 

That in any of the foregoing cafes, 
thefe are our prefent thoughts; but that 
we do not mean by fucb a plan, to re- 
&xi& them from talciBg any advantage 
Aat may olibr, in cafe cf * rapture de- 
clared. 

ThI6 being fettled for die Patna 

party. 
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party, in cafe of a rupture, the queftion 
is put. 

How they fhall be informed of a rup- 
ture, Of what they fhali conftrue as fetch ? 

Mr. Johnflone’r Opinion. 

Mr. Johnstone thinks, the Nabob’s 
flopping our communication by letter, 
and moving in confequence, with his 
army an & artillery towards Patna, when 
there h no other enemy in the country 
adjacent, againft whom he may have caufe 
to move, or it ought, in reafon, to be 
believed, that he directs his march, or 
the march of hisarmy, this way, attend- 
ed by any correfpondent a&s of hoftility 
of his forces Rationed at or round Patna, 
fuch as flopping their provifions and com- 
munication with the country, or oppo- 
sing our people in the execution of their 
buhnefs, might, in the prefent circum- 
stances, be Conftrued by them as a rup- 
ture, and that they might immediately 
proceed to a& as directed in the plan. 
ffbe PrefidentV Opinion. 

The Prefident thinks Mr. Johnftone’s 
propofal is extremely vague, and leaves 

it 
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it in the power of the gentlemen at Pat- 
na, by an error in judgment, to involve 
us in a war which we wojild rather a- 
void, and therefore would .propofe, that ... 
the orders to the gentlemen at Patna 
fbould be after this madder : ** That 
“ they will be inftantly informed by us, 

** if we fhould be obliged to declare a 
** rupture with the Nabob, and that,. 

“ therefore, they muft wait f6r fuch in- 
“ formation, before they a£t np 011 the ; 

“ plan laid down,^keeplng, an the mean 
** time, well on their guard, !ahd. de- ; 

“ fending themfelves and the.Compa-, 

7 “ ny’s rights againft all attacks.” That 

h© propofts thele limited orders the ra- J 
ther, becaufehe looks upo^the par^- at 
Patna to he of fuch ftreng’th as to run . I 
no rifle from any attack of thd Nabob. 

The queftion being put to the reft of ; * ^ 

theBOard,which of thefe opinions fhouklr 
- he adored \ r ^ . ' Mo 

’ Opinion, t* 7 H ! - 

Mess/WaVt*,? Mkrriott, Hidings, 

C^tier and BiHers,- a^ree foafcePrefi- : r 
fedenPs, -'TXt ;—r ? 

* See tteimpi afttfexed. 
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Mr. Batfon’r Opinion. 

Mr. Batson is of Mr. Johnftone’s 
opinion, becaufe, after the Nabob has 
once commenced hoftilities againft us, 
the tying up our party at Patna, 
from acting on the offenfive, as well as 
the defenfive, will give him an advan- 
tage, and fubjeft us to a difadvantage in 
cales of exigency that may happen. 

Major Adams’ j Opinion . 

Major Adams thinks the gentle- 
men at Patna ought not to commence 
hoftilities without the orders of the Board, 
but that* Jfhould the Nabob march a large 
force towards Patna, without any appa- 
rent reafon, or otherwife commit any a& 
of hoftility, they £hould take any ilep 
for their own fecurity, even to the taking 
of the city of Patna, if it fliould be deem- 
ed abfolutely neceffary, and there defend 
themfelves without proceeding further, 
until they receive the orders of the Board. 
Opinion of the Majority and Reflation in 
Confequence. 

The majority oi the Board being of 
the Prelident's opinion. 

Vol. III. M Agreed, 
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Agreed, That we write to Patna, 
and tranfmit them a copy of thefe refo- 
Uitions for their government. 

Mr. Johnftone’x Dijj'ent. 

• Mr. Johnstone begs leave to dillent 
from this refblution of the majority, or- 
dered to be tranfmitted to Patna, becaufe, 
he thinks the reftraining the gentlemen 
there from aCting offenfively, till they 
have notice from hence of our declaring 
a breach with the Nabob, although he 
may proceed to direft open a&s of hofti- 
lity againft them, is giving the Nabob 
all the advantages he could defire, fiiould 
his refolution be to attack that detach- 
ment j the firft, in hopes of overpower- 
ing it before our army can arrive to its 
affiftance. The very intention of our 
council, Mr. Johnftone underftood, was 
topreventthe ill-confequences that might 
attend a ftoppage of our correfpondencc 
by letter, by the Patna party not having 
directions how to aft, in cafe the Nabob 
began hoftilities, and prevented our in- 
telligence by removing the dauks, and 
flopping all letters; fhould the Nabob 
march towards Patna, we caj) expeCt no 

notice 
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notice of it but from the chief there, 
which, as the dauks will of courfe be re- 
moved, may very probably not reach us 
in lefs than ten or twelve days ; as many 
more may elapfe before they receive the 
Board'sdeclarationof a rupture, by which 
they are tied up at leaft twenty days, not 
to attempt any thing againft the Nabob, 
or the city of Patna, though their only 
hope of taking it, depends on their at- 
tempting it before the Nabob can reach 
it; and their circumftances, in regard to 
provifion, and in many other refpedts 
maybefuch,as that thei r prefer vation may 
greatly depend on their carrying it. In 
war, to prevent and defeat the deligns 
of an enemy, is allowed to be juft as well 
as prudent ; but this liberty, fo eifential 
to felf-prefervation, is denied to our fel- 
low-fervants, though ever fo fair occa- 
lion may offer. Mr. Jobnftone is not 
more for their declaring war and begin- 
ning hoftilities the firft, than any other 
gentlemen at the Board ; but he thinks 
it ought, and may be very reafonably 
left to the prudence of the gentlemen at 
M 2 Patna, 
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Patna, to judge what are open adts of 
hoftility on the part of the Nabob, who 
is already armed and bids us defiance. 
Further Proceedings of the Board. 

It is further refolved. 

That if a rupture does happen, ma- 
jor Adams Ihall march with the King’s 
regiment, and all the Company’s troops 
atGherettee and Calcutta; captain Broad- 
brook’s and Maclean’s battalions of fee- 
poys com pleated, alfo captain Champion’s 
company of military from Jell afore, to- 
gether with the following artillery, viz. 
two twelve-pounders, fix fix-pounders, 
and two howitzers. The major is, there- 
fore, defired to make the neceffary lifts 
of ftores accordingly. And it is further 
refolved. That feven companies of fee- 
poys from Jellafore, and three from 
Burdwan, fhall, in fuch cafe, be ordered 
to Calcutta to compleat the two batta- 
lions, to go with major Adams, and ferve 
for the duties of the Prefidency.” 

On the 18th', we received the follow- 
ing letter from Mr. Ellis and his council, 
dated March 5, 1763, which will ihew 

how 
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how flrongly the report prevailed, that 
our forces at Patna would attack the city, 
lince the Nabob’s officer commanding 
there, thought it neceffary to take fuch 
extraordinary precautions for the defence 
of it. It will Ihew alfo, in how much 
contempt they held the Nabob and his 
forces at this time ; although they could 
afterwards exaggerate them as much, 
when it ferved as an argument to fupport 
their application, for a power to ad: as 
they thought proper. 

Letter from Patna. 

“ 'VTOUR favour of the 24th ultimo, 
A we received the 2d inftant, and 
immediately difpatched the letter in- 
clofed therein to the Nabob. As far as 
we can judge, he inclines not to pacifick 
meafures j for fince the receipt of your 
letters of the 7th and 10th ultimo, he 
has been conftantly fending troops into 
this city ; the commanders of his forces 
in different parts of the country here- 
abouts, are under orders to aflemble at 
Patna, and fome of them are adually in 
M3 motion. 
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motion, by which it feems as if he in- 
tended a blow at this party i on that head, 
however, we are perfedtly eafy, but un- 
der the deepeft concern For the fate of 
the city, which we are hourly apprehen- 
five will be plundered by the licentious, 
undifciplined rabble within its walls. 
The fuburbs are already entirely deftroy- 
ed, and the wretched fituation of people , 
of all ranks, is more eafy to conceive 
than delbribe. 

^ Mber Mindy Ca^tn is the name of 
theperfon whom the Nabob has appoint- 
ed his naib here, but to this time he has 
not paid the chief the ufual compliment 
of acquainting him with his arrival ; he 
carries on the preparations for attack or 

^ defence (for as yet we know not which 
to call them) with more vigor than his 
predeceffor, and thereby adds to the ter- 
ror and alarm of the inhabitants. The 
night before laft, the whole of his people 
were under arms till the morning ; great 
part ofyefterday the gates were kept {hut, 
and the relief of our hofpita! guard reftt- 
fued admittance ; upon which, the chief 

wrote 
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wrote him a letter ; a copy of it we now 
inclofe, as likewife of his anfwer. The 
guard has been lince admitted, but the 
burbunna gate Hill remains Ihut. 

It is commonly talked, that the Na- 
bob has lent this Mindy Cawn to drive 
out the Englilh ; but you will judge that 
there is not much danger to be appre- 
hended from a man; whole talent feems 
# chlefly to lie in founding his own praifes. 
His Inlplence may, however, reduce us 
to the difagreeable neceffity of taking 
the city from him. With the greateft 
difficulty, we have Colle&ed money fuf- 
ficient to pay our Europeans for this 
month, and our feepoys for March ; and 
have not, at this time, a fingle rupee in 
calh ; we therefore requeftyou will take 
the moft fpeedy method of fupplyirig us.” 

Mr. Johnstone, who had already* 
interrupted the publick bulinefs by pef- 
fonal refie&ions on me, for the diliinc- . 
tion made by the Nabob in his letter to 
Mahomed Allee, of the Company’s duf- 
M 4 . tuck 

* See page 77, of this Vol. 
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tuck and my own ; refumed the fame 
fubjeft in the following minute, in the 
confultation of the i8th, to which I 
mall fubjoin my reply. 

ExtraB of Confultation of April 18, 1763. 

Mr. Johnftone’s Minute . 

« "E yTR. Johnstone begs leave to re- 
J.VJL mark, in anfwer to the Prefi- 
dent’s minute of the 28 th of March, that# 
the true tranflation of the paragraph of 
the Nabob’s letter, to Mahomed Allee, 
No. 29, hereto fubjoined, done by Mr. 
Gulfton, is very different from that 
which Mr. Vanfittart appeals to, and 
hands entered in the country correfpon- 
dence, and which Mr. Johnftone objected 
to at that time, though by not then being 
able to get the original, it could not be 
altered. The very letter produced by the 
Prefident, which though wrote after the 
appearance of his order of the Nabob’s, 
he would refer to as a proof, that no a- 
greement of this kind had ever been 
mentioned betwixt him and the Nabob, 
plainly and exprefsly declares the fame 

fenfe 
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fenfe of the paragraph that we have fol- 
lowed, referring to the gomaflahs of 
Mr. Vanfittart’s private bufinefs, who 
might have either the Company’s, or his 
own private duftuck, that they fhould 
not be impeded further. 

It does not appear from any line in 
the Nabob’s letter, that the Governor’s 
trade was flopped, nor any inftance or 
* place referred to, which would have 
been the cafe, and particularized, it may 
be fuppofed, as well in regard to them, 
as to his particular go maftah Coja Wannis. 

By this, and many other of the Na- 
bob’s publick letters and orders, it ap- 
pears, he confidered and directed nine per 
cent, to be levied on whatever goods are 
purchafed, being the produce of this 
country, without regard to their being 
for exportation or inland trade.” 

ExtraSl of the Nabob’* Letter ( delivered 
in by Mr. Johnftone.) 

“ rpHE Governor writes to me, that 
X you interrupt his own gomaf- 
“ tah i notwithflanding in the paper of 

“ regula- 
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“ regulations, there is no diftin&ion of 
** private and publick. Yet, as the Go- 
“ vernor is my friend, I accordingly 
“ write to you, not to impede the go- 
** maftah erf his private trade, that may 
“ have with him either the Governor’s 
«* or Company's daRuck.” 

'The Prelident'r Reply. 

■ In anfwer to Mr. JohnRone’s further 
minute, I obferve, that the only differ- 
ence between Mr. Rogers’s tranflation 
of the poftfcript of the Nabob’s letter to 
Mahomed Allee, and Mr. Guidon’s *, 
is, that in the firft it Rands tbe gomajlab, 
in the other tbe fold gomajlab ; but whe- 
ther the Nabob's intention was general, 
or particular, all that I aflert, is, that I. 
never defired, nor would accept of any 
privilege, for my gomaRahs, over thofe 

of 

f * Sec Mr. Rogers’s tranflation, page j, of this 
Vol. Mr. Gulfton’s » the above extra#, delivered 
in by Mr. Jofanftone, who thinks proper to produce 
that part only of the Nabob’s letter, becaufe in the 
beginning of the very fame letter, it appears, that 
the trade in que&on, which Mahomed Allee had 
flopped, belonging to nw, was a part of thirty bjdes 
ofcJotb, provided for me with the Company’s duf- 
tuck. 
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of the reft of the gentlemen in the fer- 

vice } and that I never fealed duftucks 

• 

with any other than the Company’s ufu- 
al duftuck feal. My letter to the Nabob, 
No. I. dated January 24, contained the 
complaint I mentioned, of two parcels 
of my own goods being flopped, with 
the Company’s duftuck, pnder the charge 
of Ramnaut Holdar, and Coja Aikafuk, 
belonging to Coja Wannis; and it was 
in Conference of that complaint, the 
Nabob fent the orders in qoeftion to Ma- 
homed Allee, in which the complaint of 
Coja Afkafuk, and Coja Wannis is par- 
ticularly noticed. As fbon as I got a 
fight of. thefe orders, I wrote the Nabob, 
as by the extract entered in confultation 
the' 28th of March, to let him fix that j 
did not mean to have any particular in- 
dulgence for my own gomaftahs, but 
exjie&ecl equal juftice with others/* 

Messieurs Amyatt and Hay remain- / 
ed fome time at Coffimbuzar, waiting 
for die Nabob’s approbation of their vifit 
to proceed. His anfwcr arrived on the 

20th, 
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20th, and fignified, tho’ reludantly, his 
confent to receive the deputation. This 
letter, and one received feme days be- 
fore, being laid before the Board, it was 
determined by the majority, after a long 
debate, thatMelf. AmyattandHay fhould 
proceed. The Nabob's letters, and the 
debates upon the fubjed, I £hall enter as 
follows. 

< 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated April 2, 1763. 

“ T Have been favored with your let- 
•*- ter of the 24th of March. I did 
not exped, that while I was going to 
take another country you would fend 
’ troops into mine. You feme time ago 
iirrote to me, while I was at Beteea, that 
the bufinefs of the country, in the dif- 
' • trids was obftruded ; and that you Ihould 
fend people to prevent it ; but you did 
not write that you would feize and carry 
away my aumils, and difgrace them. I 
do not write anfwers to Mr. Ellis’s let- 
ters on this account, becaufe, from the 
\ beginning, he had one meaning in his 

mouth. 
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mouth, and another in his heart ; and \ ' 
a&ed contrary to what he wrote, as in 
the affair of the opium, where he took 
a bond from all the merchants, by which 
he was to purchafe it himfelf ; and for 
this Mr. Ellis wrote to Nobit Roy. But 
concerning the fait petre, which is the 
Company’s own bufinefs, he wrote no- 
things nor did he afk any queftions re- 
lative to it ; hot at once lent feepoys, 
and leized the aumil of Taajepoor, whom 
he accufed of impeding the hilt petre, 
and carried him away bound. As the 
fait petre bufinefs is of the greateft im- 
portance, it was proper, that he fhould 
write in the lame manner as he did about 
the opium. When feepoys were lent. 
Rajah Nobit Roy fenthi* Chubdar to him, 
to know on what bufinefs they were go- 
ing into the perganahs* Mr. Ellis an- 
fwercd, that when they returned from 
their bufinefs, he would know. A co- 
py of Nobit Roy’s letter 1 inclofe. If 
any one had refufed to liften to him, then 
he might have fent people to prevent his 
bufinefs being obftru&ed, not to bind and 

tarry . ‘ 
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carry away my officers. I before wrote 
you, that I was coming to Rajemahl, 
and would adt according to your direc- 
tions ; but not regarding this, you fent 
people to the diftridh, and created dif- 
turbanccs. Unable to help myfelf, I 
.hare taken off all duties. 

If notwithftanding this, you fend peo- 
ple to the perganahs, I ffiall doubtlefs 
imagine you have another ally in view. 

With regard to your fending Mr. A- 
myatt, I before wrote, that of mercantile 
affairs^ nothing is left to be fettled. I 
have now only the revenues of a fmall 
parcel of land. If you fend him to regu- 
late this, let me know. As to mercantile 
affairs, I have relinquiffied every thing, 
and nothing remains for him to negoti- 
ate. In future, ffiould you have any 
thing to do ift refpedt to the revenues of 
the country, do itwithfomeother perfon. 

In regard to the expreffion of fervants 
and men of low condition, which is thought 
torefledt on the gentlemen of Council. 
Hitherto I have Had no knowledge of 
the gentlemen of the Council. The fer- 
vants 
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vants and mcnoflowcondition, are what- 
ever perfons make a difference between 
the reputation and bufinefs of the Com- 
pany and mine, and endeavor to create a 
disturbance and difptttes between us, and 
what can be more plain and exprefs than 
this ? In a place where one roan, or let- 
ter of yours, would be Sufficient to clear 
your bufinefs, and cany it on in a pro- 
per manner there, to fend feepoys (Ser- 
vants and men of low condition) and 
companies of feepoys, to take my officers 
and carry them away bound, and do their 
Utmoft to make a disturbance between 
you and me. Confider, Sir, whether 
this is a proceeding of men of low cha- 
racter, or of men of rank and dignity?'* 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated April 1 1, 1765. 
u J ^ AVE received your friendly letter, 
in which you write me, that “ if 
** you and the gentlemen of Council 
' were inclined to bring on a rupture, 
“ the difputes and hoStile proceedings, 
“ in Several places, would have given 

“ Sufficient 
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fufficient occafion for declaring it im- 
“ mediately; but that a rupture, and 
“ the fetting up another Nazim, is by 
“ no means your defire, for which rea- 
“ fon you had appointed Mr. Amyatt, 
“ and Mr. Hay, to confer with me, that 
** the dillurbances might be put an end 
** to, and our friendfhip confirmed ; and 
“ that befides the article of cuftoms, 
“ they had other articles in charge, 
“ therefore, I fhould write to thofe two 
“ gentlemen, defiring them, in a friend- 
** ly manner, to come ; for with refpedt 
*« to the cuftoms, the orders lately given 
“ b y ‘be fircar, were not confiftent with 
" the Company’s rights and interefts; 
** and that if I fhould refute to confer 
“ with thofe two gentlemen, it would 
** occafion a rupture between us.” Sir, 
|t is furprizing, that you do not fee the 
attions of your own people, and will not 
give credit to them. 

Inotwithstanding the treaties be J 
tween us and the country, and the mo- 
ney I have given for the Company’s ’ar- 
my, the only favor fhewn me on all fides. 


is 
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is the fending troops, and feizing the 
aumils of the diflridt of Dacca, attack- 
ing and beating the tannadars of Jatira- 
poor ; and, on the Patna fide, taking 
my aumils, and keeping them in prilbn. 
What are greater hostilities than thefe ? 
It is furprizing, that you do not fee the 
difturbances of your own people, and 
will derive every thing, tending to hoffi- 
lities, from my words and letters } and 
having prepared an army, the gentlemen 
hold themlelves ready to begin a war 
with me. I am really ftruck with a- 
mazement. 

With refpeft to Mr. Amyatt and Mr. 
Hay, I before wrote, that if they came 
only on a vifit, my houfe was theirs. 

Now I write again, that if they come 
with only one or two companies of ne- 
ceflaty attendants, I have no objection. 
But I mnft remark, that on the one fide, 
you ufe only violent meafures ; while on/ 
the other, looking towards the treaties 
between os, you lend to confer. A con- 
ference, attended with fuch unrealonable 
violences, never was heard of in any 
Vol. III. N coun- 
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country, and certainly you intend to do 
nothing contrary to cullom. 

By what you write of other articles 
of bufinefs, befides the cuftoms, I un- 
derftand, that for this remaining coun- 
try, which is left for my ftiare, you have 
appointed me aumil, or regard me as 
I wadadar, or zemindar, or gomaftah, or 
muttafeddee j that you have given in 
charge to the faid gentlemen other ar- 
ticles of bufinefe, exclufive of cuftoms. 
Write me fully and explicitly of thus, 
that I may be acquainted and a£t accor- 
dingly.” . , 

ExtraB of Confutation of the zo tb of 
April, 1763. ( Prefent Mejf. V anfittart, 
Batfon, Cartier, Haftings, Johnftone, 
Marriott and'W at ts.) TZv Nabob’s Let- 
ter of the nth Inf antt being read and 
debated on at the Board, as alfo bis Anr 
fiver to Mr. AmyattV Letter wrote at 
the fame time . 

“ * pHE queftioa. was put, whether 
■ Mcff. Amyajtt and Hay fhould in 
eonfequence be recommended to proceed 

to 
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to Mongheer, and demand of the Nabob 
a definitive anfwer to the points contain- 
ed in their inftnnflions. 

Mr. Wat ts’s Opinion . 

Mr. Watts is of opinion, that the 
prefent letters received from the Nabob, 
are as evafive as thofe read in confulta- 
tion the nth of April ; and that they 
are not In the lead fatisfa£tory, therefore 
thinks, from the treachery the Moors are 
famous for, and the Nabob’s difpofition 
and charader, that it is unfafe for 
MefT. Amyattt and Hay to proceed ; hut 
as every method ought to be tried to pre- 
vent a rapture, he propofes, that, fthe 
letter be lent to thofe gentlemen, and if 
they believe bo rifk would attend them, 
he is of opinion, it would certainly be 
yery proper for them to proceed to Mong- 
heer, and demand a pofitive anfwer to 
their inftrudtioris. 

Mr. MarriottV Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott is of opinion, that 
a copy of the Nabob's letter to the Pre- 
fident, and his letter to Mr. Amyatt, 
fhouLd be tranfmitted to MefT. Amyatt 
and Hay ; and that they fbould be re- 
N 2 commended 
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commended to proceed to Mongheer, and 
require, from the Nabob, a definitive 
anfwer to every point of their infrac- 
tions, as being the moft fpeedy and cer- 
tain method of bringing things to a con-> 
clufion. 

Mr. Johnfone’r Opinion. 

I think the Nabob gives not MefT. 
Amyattand Hay any greater encourage- 
ment to go on their deputation, by the 
letters tiow before us, than in thoie he 
wrote of the 2d infant. The Nabob 
only confents to receive their vifit, if 
they come as friends } but without fatif- 
fying us, he will treat with them on bu- 
finefs, on which we had demanded a po- 
fitivc anfwer ; and the expreffions of bis 
letters induce me to think, be will make 
ufe of this pretext, of his not having 
confented to enter on bufinefs, to decline 
treating on any of the points for which 
thefe gentlemen ate deputed. 

I would leave it to thofe gentlemen 
to judge and decide, whether they have 
fufficient reafon to proceed’ in hopes of 
fuccefs'from fuch an equivocal letter ; and, 
in the mean time, would have all the 

fores 
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ftores tranfported to Gherettee, and all 
the other preparations made agreeable to 
the indent of major Adams. That what- 
ever refolution be taken hereafter, a day 
may not be loft in waiting after we have 
determined. 

Mr. HaftingsV Opinion. 

The Nabob, in my judgment, plain- 
ly declares, that he is very willing to re- 
ceive Mr. Amyatt’s vifit, and only ex- . 
preflfes his fears, left he fhould be go- 
ing upon an hoftile intention ; for this 
reaibn, and to put a ftop to the infur- 
re&ions which thefe diiputes have given 
rife to, in the province of Bahar, and 
the alarm lpread thro* both provinces, 
I think Meff. Amyatt and Hay fhould 
proceed, without Iols of time, on their 
deputation. 

Mr. Cartier’r Opinion. 

Mr. Cartier is of the lame opinion 
with Mr. Marriott. 

Mr. Batfon’x Opinion. 

, In the fenfe I underftand the,Nabob’s 
letters, he ftill refufes to treat with Meft*. 
Amyatt and Hay on any matters of bu~ 
finefe, and ftill continues in the feme evil 
N 3 diipo- 
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difpofition towards us ; I therefore think 
it improper for thofe gentlemen to pro- 
ceed on their deputation. 

‘the PrefidentV Opinion, and that of the 
Majority. 

The Prefident agrees in opinion with 
Mr. Marriott} and that appearing alfo 
i to be the opinion of the marjority. 

Refolution in Confequence. 

Agreed, that we do write accordingly 
to MefT, Amyatt and tlay.” 

i 

Whilst this point was in debate, 
the following letter was received from 
- - the Chief and Council at Patna to the 
Board. Dated April ii, 1763. 

** TT is highly neceflary, that y ou fhould 
bring matters to a fpeedy iffue with 
the Nabob, for the difaffe&ed zemindars, 
and other male-contents, taking the ad- 
vantage of his infamous and foolilh be- 
havior, are riling up in aims, and threa- 
ten deftru&ion to the country. He has 
already loft Beteea, and we have intelli- 
gence, that Camgar Cawn, Baboo Cawn, 
* and fome otherChiefs, are plundering the 
country about Doudnagar. The Bouge- 

poor 
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poor Rajahs are alfb affembling forces on 
the other fide of the river ; and we dai- 
ly expeft to hear of their entering and 
poflefiing themfelves of their antient do- 
mains.” 

Whatever was the defign of thofe 
gentlemen, in painting, in fuch ftrong 
colors, the troubled ftate of the province 
of Bahar, it could not but have lbme 
weight with the Board, in fhewing the 
neceffity of putting an end as fpeedily 
as poflible to our difputes with the Na- 
bob, and rouft have afforded a convinc- 
ing argument of the little inclination the 
Nabob could have to protract them, 
fince the confequences, according to this 
reprefen tation, appeared fo fatal to his 
country, and ’deftruftive to his govern- 
ment. 4t the fame time, truth obliges 
me to obicrve, that the whole flory was 
without foundation, it being well known, 
that the province never enjoyed a date 
of more perfect tranquility. Not a ze- 
mindar in the country, ever lifted up his 
hand againft the Nabob, from the be- 
ginning of our troubles ; and Camgar' 
N 4 / Cawn, 
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Cawn, in particular, upon the Hrft call, 
joined him with all his forces. The a- 
verfion which the Nabob Shewed toMeff. 
Amyatt and Hay’s vifit is very obferva- 
ble, thro’ every one of his letters, and 
the reafon is as obvious. He was now 
firmly perfuaded by Mr. Ellis’s conduit, 
and the approbation it met from the 
Board, that they were refolved to break 
with him j- and he well knew Mr. A- 
myatt’s connection with that gentleman, 
and his difaifeition to himfelf. Thele 
circumftances, added to the report (which 
he readily believed) of our forces being 
actually on the march agairtft him, made 
him conceive, that the propofed nego- 
tiation was only a blind to other designs'; 
and that MeST. Amyatt and Hay were “ 
going to conduit or aifift them. I thought 
no way fb likely to convince him his 
apprehensions were groundlefs, as the ar- 
rival of thofe gentlemen, when he would 
fee, with his own eyes, that they had 
only a fmall efcott. ’ 

fecond of May a letter ar- 
rived from the Nabob, addrefled to the 
Company, of which the following is a 
translation. 
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Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Company. Dated April 21, 1763. 

** ^T'H E particulars of the ruinous 
JL Hate of Bengal, you will have 
been doubtlefs acquainted with from the 
writings of Mr. Vanfittart, your Governor, 
and the other gentlemen of the Council, 
the fame I will briefly lay before you. 

The Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier 
Cawn, by the afliftance of Colonel Clive, 
became Nazim of Bengal. But^y rea- 
fon of the infirmities of old age, he was 
incapable of bellowing that attention 
which was necefiary to- the adminiffra- 
tion of affairs ; elpecially after the death 
of his fon by a Broke of lightning* when 
an excefs of grief and affli&ion, depriv- 
ed him of the exercife of his realon and 
underllanding, and added to the infirmi- 
ties of old age. At this time the Prince 
of the empire, whilll his father was yet 
in pofleffion of the throne, by realon of 
the enmity of the Omrahs coming down 
from Delly, arrived in die diffrifita of 
Patna, and caufed great troubles there. 

Altho* 
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' A l t h o’ Aulumgheer, his father, wrote 
to Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, to fend 
the Prince to his prefencc ; yet, as the 
Prince had no fixed refidence, the en- 
deavors of the Nabob afore-named, and 
of the Engiifh army, were productive of 
no profitable effeCt, whilft the revenues 
of the country were entirely obftnnfted, 
and the bufinefs alfo of the Company’s 
commerce wa8."much impeded. Dur- 
ing thi^confafiohVtheNahob afore-nam- 
ed became SpidebtedTabdut two crores of 
to his 4rmy, and the troops of 
the Company, befides the debt owing 
to the Sircar of the Company, from the 
Nabob ;afore-named j of which, frdftl 
his extreme hegli^ttoe, and 
thority, he was aoable to dilbhaffe the 
fmafleft part*, ahdhe i fr£s reduced to fuch 
ah extremity, that the arrtty furroondcd, 
and tukiuituOOfly gathered about hl^l 
every day 3 fbr‘ their attears, whilft the 
' demands of the Boyal treafure became 
more £#effing. ? ; ; ; v - vvviir 

Be side s this, he*%as indited to 6- 

ther merchants ; and the Morattas lay at 

. T . . . , the 

* In the original, the tenth of a tenth. 
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the diftance of fire or fix cofs from 
Moorfhedabad, encreafing the general 
di&rder, and polTeffing themfelves of the 
whole country. Upon this occafion,the 
honor and dignity of the Nabob afore* 
named, was openly attacked by the hands 
of the army and other people, who fur- 
rounded his houfe, and crowded upon and 
underneath his walls, loading him with 
opprobrious language, and raining ftones 
and bricks upon him. • 

When I faw things come to this pafs, 
and the army and the people, who, from 
the profpe&rof their impending ruin, had 
applied themfelves to me, were * little 
appeafcd 1 1 offered myfelf as fecurityfor 
the arrears of the army, and! fatisfied the 
people. Then, by the means of Mr. 
Haftiags, I . made known to the Gover- 
nor* Mr. Vanfittart, the extremity to 
which my honor was reduced • the uni- 
verfai confufion which reigned in the 
Nissamut, that all raethodshad proved in- 
effectual, and that the people and the ar- 
my had applied themfelves to me, and 
therefore ! defired him to come and a£- 
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fift me. The Governor, Mr. Vanfittart, 

4 

feeing the diforderly ftate of the Nizi- 
mut, and of the currency of the Com- 
pany’s affairs, judged it highly advifeable, 
that I fhould be in veiled with the di- 
rection of the affairs of the country, and 
the command of the forces of the Nabob 
afore-named j with this view, he came 
with fome of his council to Moorfheda- 
bad, and advifed the Nabob in thefe 
terms. “ Do you remain at eafe and in 
“ quiet in the palace, and entruft all 
** ■ your affairs to him *, who will ferve 
« you with his heart and life, and ef- 
“ fe&ually reftore good order to your 
“ country.” . The Nabob afore-named^ 
not confenting to remain at Moorfheda- 
bad, immoveably declared thathe would 
go to Mecca, and accordingly, with this 
defign, departed to Calcutta, where I 
have ever fmce remitted a monthly futa 
for his fuhfiftence. F or this caufe, re- 
garfmg the welfare of die people, and, 
the prefervation of my own honor and 
character, which were united wi th the 
■ • V- N&ob 

V- * Mser Coffim. ; ' ‘ 
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Nabob afore-named, I ftrenuoufly ap- 
plied myfelf to the management and ef- 
tablifhment of the affairs of thefe pro- 
vinces; 

• The Governor, Mr. Vanfittart, repre- 
iented to me, that the Company fuffered 
a great lofs by the heavy expences of the 
Englifh forces, and he defired that I 
would affign a trad of land for their pay, 
and they fhould attend me, and be of 
fervice tome: I replied, that I would 
pay them ready money. When he con- 
fentednot to this, exclufive of the ready 
money, effeds, lands, and the farm of 
falt-petre, given by the Nabob Meer 
Jaffier Cawn, I affigned three (hftrids; 
which produced an income of fifty lacks 
of rupees for the charges of the forces of 
the Company * that they might colled 
the rents as they pleafed, and apply them 
to the defraying of their expences, and 
when called upon, afford me affiftance. 
Befidcs this, I fumifhed five lacks of ru- 
pees, as an affiftance which was necef- 
fary for the charges of the Company's 
forces, in the fiege of the fort of Pondi- 

v" ' cherry. 
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cherry. Alfo, twenty lacks of rupees, 
the debt owing from the Nabob Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, I entirely dif- 
, charged. At that time, the troubles 
caufed by the Prince increafing, I march- 
ed from Moorihedabad to the province 
of Bahar, expe&ing to be afiifted by the 
Company’s forces ; and as the father of 
Shah * Aalum was dead, I addreffed the 
Shah, requeuing, that whatever impro- 
per meafcfunes had been taken by Meer 
Mahomed Jafiier Cawn, he would par- 
don my offences, and the Aims due to 
the imperial fircar I would pay. But 
feveral gentlemen and chiefs of the Com- 
pany’s forces (of whom there were at 
that time many difraiffians and changes) 
making certain agreements with the 
Prince, conduced him to Patna, and 
afibciating with fbme of the muttafed- 
decs of the Nizam ut, and having taken 
the fort of Patna into their own pofief- 
fk>n, they laid me under an heavy ex- 
P«i cc to m J troops- for fix months, and 

Strove 

* The name afiumed by the Prince, on the death 
of his father. 
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ftrove to throw all my affairs into diior- 
der. By the bleffing of God» Mr. Vaa- 
httart remaining firm to his treaty and 
agreement, called feveral gentlemen from 
Patna to Calcutta, fo that their defigns 
proved abortive ; and by paying and pro- 
mifing, I prevailed upon Shah Aalum to 
return toward the imperial city. What 
I have done thefe three years for the 
welfare of the people, the care of die 
country, the prefervatian of your friend- 
lhip, and the currency of your affairs, is 
as manifefl as the fun. There is no oc- 
cafion for me to write it, and without 
doubt, you have been fufficiendy inform- 
ed of it from the addrefles of your Go- 
vernor, Mr. Henry Yanfittart. The con- 
dition of thefe three years, how. ihall I 
write, and what I have fuffered, and yet 
do lidter, from the hands of feveral gen- 
tlemen ? The flame of enmity every day 
rifes higher ; whatever they pleafe they 
do, binding and carrying away my offi- 
cers ,* whatever comes into their mouths 
they fpeak, and they place guards upon 
my houfes and forts. 

On 
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On any taxable goods imported. Ilia vc 
never troubled them for one rupee j and 
fuch of the moil valuable commodities of 
the country, as they have bought and 
carried to other ports, have palled in like 
manner, without any demand from me 
for duties upon them. Y et not contented 
with thisextenfive trade in all articles free 
from duties, they carry on a trade in 
many things not cuftomary, fuch as dried 
filh, ftraw, bamboos, beetle-nut, fait, 
tobacco, timbers, and other trifling ar- 
ticles, which ufed to afford the means of 
fubfiftance to the poor and indigent in 
the country, nor are fit for exportation, 
nor can produce any profit to the Com- 
pany •, and for their own trade and ad- 
vantage they raife difputes. 

* By fuch means, the poor, and the in- 
habitants of the country were reduced 
to, and ftill continue in ruin and mifery $ 
of all thefe matters I wrote repeatedly to 
the governor, Mr. Vanfittart. Altho’ 
he did not confider, nor do juflice to the 
poor, nor redrefs their oppreflions, yet 
for my fake he came to me, and agree- 
ing 
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ing to a fmall duty on goods bought and 
fold in the country, he returned to Cal- 
cutta. But feveral gentlemen of the 
council, not regarding the words or aCts 
of the Governor, proceeded to improper 
and unbecoming meafures, and fixed the 
root of enmity fo deep, that there was 
no refource left in Bengal, and the dif- 
orders of theNizamutaredailyincreafing. 
Whatever I fay or write upon this occa- 
fion, thefe gentlemen will not confider, 
nor do me juftice : difregarding the treaty 
and good name of the Company, they 
defire not to abftain from hurting their 
own characters with the Company, nor 
to abide by our agreement. , 

But I have one hope yet left in the 
juftice of the Company, fince in the pre- 
fence of the Company, the iniquity of ♦ 
any <jne, whether relation of ftranger, 
fervant or friend, meets not with coun- 
tenance; and fuch practices as tend to 
the fubverfion of the country, and the 
ruin of the inhabitants, will, upon no 
account, be approved of by you. Af- 
furedly, on hearing thefe things; you Will , 
Vol. III. O gracioufly 
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gracioufly befriend me ; and I, for my 
own part, ever attentive to the friend- 
ship, the confirmation of the union, and 
the obfervance of the treaty and agree- 
ment with the Company, which I have 
in my hands, under the feal of the Com- 
pany, do remain, and will continue, in 
quiet and forbearance to the utmoft of 
my power. I have that reliance on your 
friendfhip and benevolence, that you will, 
in the ftridteft manner, enjoin the chiefs 
of the army, and the gentlemen that re- 
fide in, or may come into thefe parts to 
affifl and befriend me according to the 
treaty and agreement, nor in contradic- 
tion thereto, to labour at introducing 
diforders into the country, and amongft 
the inhabitants. 

It is proper that you grant me an an- 
fwer to this addrefs, that hereafter*! may 
have a written pledge of your affection 
and kindnefs, to {hew to thefe. gentlemen, 
that your affairs and mine may be con- 
ducted in a proper manner. In this view 
- ^ u f e m y endeavors, and labour with 
my heart and life in promoting the £uc- 
ccfs of your affairs. I* 
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If you refufc rnc this, this province, 
en which your commerce and my Niza- 
rhut depend, will be one entire fcene of 
ruin and mifery, Without any refource 
left 1 and With the payments to the royal 
treafury, the charges of the army, and 
other neceflary expeftcei, I fhall be in- 
volved in inextricable diftref&s. For your 
informatfonlhswe reprefented this. What 
mi6re thull I trouble you with ? May the 
degree Of your wealth and prolperity be 
for ever cticrcafing”. 

FjtONr the good fenft and temper ap- 
parent hi this letter, I now began to 
flatter rnyfelf with the hopes of a recon- 
ciliation ; nor Were they a little encou- 
raged by the good opinion 1 had of Mr. ^ 
Amyatt, whom, hr fprte of the lengths 
to which the violence and unhappy in- 
fluence of others had driven him, 1 knew 
to be poflifled of a moderate difpofitioir, 
and by nature, the moft iH-fuited to the 
litigious fcenes in which he had unwarily 
engaged, fk Nabob had always pro- 
fefled a favorable opinion of him; and as 
O 2 by 
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by this time he mull have been con- 
vinced, that the report of our forces be- 
ing on the march againft him, was with- 
out foundation, his objections to the 
vifit mult vanilh of courfe. I therefore 
made it my endeavor, in all my letters 
to the Nabob, to convince him of the 
good intentions of Mr. Amyatt, and to 
perfuade him to yield to the terms which 
were prefcribed to him, repeating the 
affurances of my own unchanged attach- 
ment, with promiles of redrefs from the 
juftice of the Company, to which he had 
appealed. But it Was now too late, our 
differences had taken too deep root to be 
removed : Mr. Ellis, encouraged by the 
fupport afforded him ,by the Board, con- 
tinued to widen the breach •, and the Na- 
bob, tired out with repeated provocations, 
and more plainly convinced of my ina- 
bility to protect him, loll all temper, 

, and {hewed himfelf from this time Icarce 
} lefs violent than his enemies. 

, the 9th of May We received the 
following letter from the chief and coun- 
cil atPatna. 


Patna 
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Patna Letter to the Board. 

“ TT 7 E have received your favor of 
VV the 14th inftant, with the re- 
folutions of the Board, which as far as 
we can comprehend them, will not al- 
low us to conftrue any aft of the Nabob 
as hoftile, although ever fo greatly ten- 
ding to our ruin, but we are to wait un- 
til we have notice from you of a rupture 
being declared . Who there may be to 
receive your commands is hard to fay, 
but moll probably, neither any of us, 
nor of the party now here, as we thall 
clearly evince. 

W* have had intelligence (not from 
hircarfas) that if the army fhould come 
from Calcutta, the Nabob intends march- 
ing here to attack us ; in which cafe, he 
will certainly remove our dauks, and cut 
off all communication by that channel. 
It will be the third day of his march be- 
fore we can receive certain advice of it ; 
and a Angle Coffid will be twelve days 
reaching Calcutta, provided he meets 
with no impediment ; but it is more 
probable that, at fuch a junfture, he ne- 
O 3 ver 



1§8 A N ARX ATlf B of the 

vcr gets there, and ftill more fo, that 
your anfwer never reaches us. 

How then are we to a£t ? This factory, 
it is well known, is not tenable if attack- 
ed from the c}ty, and to abandon it, will* 
amongft many other evils, give fnch % 
thock to the fpifit of bur troops, as may 
iqduce the greatpft part of opr feepoyp, 
(ip whorp our principal lfrepgtb copfifts) 
to d^fert us, and gff fiver (p the Nabob, 
yrhf r$ they aye feett^f iftfored of 

which haVnot h$en fpar^d* b¥bn when 
there was no appearance of a ruptpre, tq 
thofe whb would defgrt wi|h their arpis. 
Another fubftaptiil reafpn why wf $mr. 
not leave the factory, if, p«r having put 
opr ammunition* fo? its gTeaterftp^y ^ 
ip the lower part of the houfe, the ma-r 
gaaine where it bgfpff lay, being liable 
to be blown np by a common rocket, c - • 
Bpt let ut fitppofc, for a moment, 
^that op the Nabob’s marching agaioftus* 
* <l uit fa^ory and take poft; are 
we to facnfice bur furgeops and fink who 
rcfide in the city i For it cannot her fcp- 

‘ pofed. 
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be upon us in a few days, altho’ we ac- 
quainted you of the lownefs of our cafti 
as long ago as the 2 d of February. This 
party, 'tis true, runs no rifk from the 
Nabob, provided we are allowed to aft, 
and make the moft of every advantage 
that may offer > but if our hands are ti- 
ed, our deftrudion becomes inevitable, * 
fuch a body as this muff ever ad offen- 
fively and vigoroully, and nip the de- 
figns pf the enemy in the bud. ’Tis 
by fuch condud only, that they can hope 
tp preferve themfelves j and, fuxely, it 
is juft and laudable to make ufe of every 
means, providence has put in our power, 
to defeat the attacks of a cruel and 
faithlefs enemy. 

Our fafety lies in maftering the city, 
by a coup de main, before the Nabob 
gets into it; for, afterwards, it may be 
impradicable, and the confequence 6f 
our ading on the defenfive any where 
but in the city, we have already pointed 
put. Our diftance from Calcutta is ve- 
ry great, and whenevertheNabob marches 
' *his way, our communication will be cut 

off. 


I 
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off, and moft probably not opened but by 
your army. If therefore we fhould obey 
nature’s firft law, we hope we fhall not 
be found culpable, tho’ it may not per-' 
fedtly coincide with your orders. 

W e cannot conclude without obferv- 
ing to you, that we think we have no 
* ways merited the diffidence you exprefe, 
nor given the leaf! reafon ever to fulpedt, 
that we would involve the Company in 
a war by any raffi or unpremeditated ftep. 
We rather think, that we have given proof 
of a contrary difpofition, in bearing the 
many infults we have received, particu- 
larly fince Mehdee Allee Cawri has been 
appointed Naib here, whole people have 
even dared to abufe and call us oppro- 
brious names aloud from the Walls. We 
Ihall be as far as any, to whom the ma- 
nagement of the Company’s affairs are 
entmfted, from bringing them into dif- 
ficulties j but wheiiit is really neceflary, 
Ihall endeavour to adt with a fpirit that 
becomes fubjedts of Britain, and fervants 
of her greateft commercial body. 

Y o u r letters are alwaysone, and of- 
ten 
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ten two days earlier in date than any o- 
thers from Calcutta, which gives the Na- 
bob a great advantage in point of intel- 
ligence. We therefore requeft you will 
order them to be difpatched with the ut- 
moft expedition.” 

I cannot help remarking here, up- 
on the unbecoming ftyle and falfe reafon- 
ing ufed in this letter. Inftead of a de- 
cent reprefentation of their opinion, it 
is a palfionate exclamation againft the or^ 
ders of the Board, which they endeavor 
to make appear unintelligible, and in- 
confiftent with the fafety of the Com- 
pany’s factory apd troops at Patna. 

The orders qf the Board, at which the 
chief and council of Patna are fo much 
offended, were thefe * ; that in cafe of 
a rupture with the Nabob, we Ihould 
give them the earlieff notice, which they 
were, to wait ; and, in the mean time, they 
were to content themfelves with defend- 
ing the Company’s interefts and property 
againft all invaders. This furely was fuf- 

ficient. 


* See page 162, of this Vo!. 
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ficienjt, fop what danger could we appre- 
hend tq fo ftrong a detachment as theirs, 
from any number of the Nabob’s forces. 
They themfelyes always called them an 
undifciplined * rabble, and gave an in-, 
ftance of 4000 repulfed by 50 of our fee- — 
poys, who made good their retreat from 
Gyah to Patna, upwards of eighty miles. 
Money we fupplied them with fo plen- 
tifully, that when they quitted the fac- 
tory, they carried off fixty thoufand ru- 
pees in cafh, which fell afterwards into 
the Nabob’s hands. 

They are offended, that it was not 
left to them to declare a rupture when 
they thought proper, “ becaufe they had 
“ certain intelligence (not fromhircarrasy 
** that the Nabob was determined, up- 
“ on the firft notice of the march of any 
" troops from Calcutta, to proceed with 
" all his force to attack the detachment 
“ of our troops at Patna.” 

In anfwer to which, I fay firft, that 
I believe the determination of peace and 
war, was never known to be left in the 

hands 

* See page 164, of this YqJ. f See page 88, ibid. 
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hands of any inferior power ; and, fe- 
condly, that if the power of declaring a 
rupture with the Nabob, had been left 
to the Chief and Council at Patna, it 
was to be apprehended, that partly thro’ 
falfe intelligence, and partly thro’ their 
particular indifpofition towards the Na- 
bob, they would be induced to declare 
againfl: him, without real or fufficient 
reafon, and contrary to the intentions of 
the Board. Indeed, I muft add, that it 
was my own firm perfuafion, that they 
only fought fuch a power for a fandtion, 
to the immediate execution of their own 
defigns. 

For proof that their intelligence was 
iometimes fallible, I refer to that very 
article, which they call “ certain of the 
Nabob’s intention to march to Patna, 
upon the firft notice of any of our troops 
fetting out from Calcutta. . It was plain 
from the Nabob’s letter already infert- 
ed *, that he had received fuch accounts 
of our troops fetting out from Calcutta, 
as he believed to be true ; and yet he 

fhewed 

* Seepage 143, of this Vol. 
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fliewed not the leaft fign of marching 
towards Patna. In like manner, in the 
Patna letter, of the 15th of March, we 
were advifed of the Nabob’s being en- 
camped at Poonarek, and that he defign- 
ed to march back to Patna, to attack 
our troops ; but we heard for certain the 
next day, that he had proceeded quietly 
to Mongheer. Many more inftances, 
were it neceffary, might be produced 
from the Patna letters, of miftaken in- 
telligence. For proof of their particu- 
lar indifpofition towards the Nabob, and 
their endeavors to aggravate every acci- 
dental circumftance into a crime againft 
him, I might refer to numberlefs paifages 
in their letters; but I believe thofe which 
have already occurred, in the courle of 
this narrative, will be fufficient, nor need 
the fupport of further quotations. 

Whilst MelT. Amyatt and Hay were 
at Coffimbuzar, they advifed us, that 
the Seets * had been feized and carried a- 4 
way to the Nabob. This being judged 
a confequence of the Nabob’s fufpicions, 

that 

* Juggutfeet and his brother, two famous bankers. 
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■that they were concerned in feme ill de- 
signs with us, and a breach of the pro- 
mife which he made to me, upon his 
firft acceffion to the fubahihip ; a fevere 
remonftrance was fent to him again# 
this proceeding, with a demand for their 
releafe. 

The Nabob in anfwer, wrote as fol- 
lows. 

Copy tf d hotter J?M the Nabob to the 
Urti/writof. Ddted May 2, 1763. 

I 

** T Have received with pleafure your 
“ * friendly letter ; you write, that 
** in the fame manner as the writers of 
** news, and incendiary reports, had 
“ falfely informed me, forces were dif- 
** patched by land arid Water* and thro* 

** the woods and mountains* they mu# 

“ have wrote upon the affair of the Seets, * 
“ that the Engliih forces had been. diC- 
** patched thro’ their inftigations* arid 
“ that thofe gentlemen were affociated 
I “ with the Englifli, for which cattfe 
“ they mult have fallen under my dif- 

4 4 pleafure ; 
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** pleaftire ; you write alfo, that you 
** underdand, from Mr. Amyatt’s let- 
“ ter$, that Mahomed TuckyCaWn hav- 
*« ing taken the fame gentlemen from 
** their hoafe, had placed them in Hee- 
44 faj-eel. The news of this procedure 
“ had greatly amazed you, becaufe, atthe 
“ time that I fat in the mufnud of the 
** Nizamut, 1 , yourfelf, and the Sects 
“ were joined ; and, it was agreed, that 
** thefe being the principal men of the 
“ country, it was proper to carry on 
“ the management of affairs through 
“ their means. And alfo at the thne 
«* you came to Mongheer, you faid an 
** that was to be feid concerning them, 
*.* and now to carry them away with 
** fuch indignities, is unbecoming; that 
M this procedure is a diminution of my 
“ .character, and breach of faith, between 
“ you and myfelf ; and will give a pub- 
“ lie reproach to youf good name and 
“ my own. That fuch a difgrace Was 
** never offered to them, in the govern- 
** ment of any former Nazim. That 
* f their bufinefs is only commerce, nor 

“ have 
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** have they ever affumed any concern 
“ in the affairs of the government ; and 
“ you defire, that I will write to Meer 
“ Syed Mahomed Cawn Bahader to re- 
“ leafe them, that they may return to 
tf their own houfe.” Sir, your forces 
have not marched to Luckypoor, neither 
have they entered Dacca, nor have they 
gone to Rangamettee or Rungpoor ; and 
where have they not committed violences ? 
and what place, or what diftridts, are 
free from them ? And what day pafles, 
that the dependents and companies of 
the Englifh at Gherettee and Calcutta, 
do not raife reports of war and tumults, 
and troops, marching from every quar- 
ter to Mongheer and Patna, that you 
write that the hircarras, and writers of 
news, write falfehoods ? The hircarras 
of neceffity write what they hear. 

And in the affair of the Seets, no.per-r 
ion has to this time ever wrote any thing, 
nor fpoken to me concerning them. 

Now that you write to me, with all 
thefe fpecious pretences, it is as manifeft 
as the fun, that under the government 

of 
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of every Nazim of Bengal till now, O- 
michund (for inftance) and every other 
dependent of the Englilh, and thefe gen- 
tlemen too attended on the Nazim, 
and affifted oh the affairs of the fir- 
car, at the fame time that they carri- 
ed on their mercantile concerns. God 
be praifed, that you yourfelf write that 
I faid, “ thefe gentlemen are of confe- 
“ quence, it is proper to carry on my 
** affairs with their intervention.” For 
thefe three years that I have borne this 
burthen, and have repeatedly wrote 
Jp thefe gentlemen, to carry on their 
own bufineff, and affift in the affairs of 
the Nizamut, they paid not the leaff re- 
gard to my fummons, and have put a 
ftop to all their mercantile bufinefs, and 
have done all they could, to throw the 
affaifs of the Nizamut into confufion, and 
treated me as an enemy, and out-law, 
and refufed to come. Now that I have 
fent my people, and brought them hi- 
ther, it was not becaufe they were in- 
triguing with the Engliih, &c. but for 
Vol. III. P the 
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the management of fuch of my affairs, 
as indifpenfably required it. Since the 
beginning, this was agreed upon between 
us, that thefe gentlemen, &c. fhould 
always attend upon the Nazim, and car- 
ry on both the bufinefs of the Nizamut, 
and their own. As to your writing to 
me in this manner, and knitting your 
brows without reafon, and treating the 
covenants and treaties which are between 
us, like children’s play, breaking en- 
tirqljr through them, as if you had not 
any^kind of regard to them ; what other 
Co nftru ft ion can I devife for this ? Whilf^j 
your people drag and carry away my au- 
mils, and keep them in confinement ; in 
this unjuftifiable infolence of your peo- 
ple, which is over-fetting the treaty be- 
tween us, there is no diminution of cha- 
racter, no breach of faith, nor caufe of 
reproach between us, neither is any vio- 
lation of the treaty in this. But when I 
fummon a man, who is my own depen- 
dent, the treaty is broke, and my admi- 
niftration becomes weak, and my name 
fuffers in the fight of every one, but par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly in yours. O gracious God ! 
this is a matter of aftonilhment, which 
my underftanding cannot reach. In a 
word, that thefe gentlemen, from the 
firft day, fwore and agreed, that “ where- 
“ ever my life was, their life was, and 
“ wherever my bufinefs was, their bufinefs 
“ was.” God be praifed, that this is afadt 
known to all the world. Now I have 
brought them to this place, that they may 
always be with me, and attend to my bufi- 
nefs and their own, according to cuftom. I 
know not, whether what you write in be- 
Jb alf of thefegentlemen, be by way of inter- 
cefilon for them, or whether their names 
are included in our former treaty, which 
you have recourfe to, when you charge 
me with breach of faith, and violation 
of former agreements, and reproach me 
with weaknefs, and a bad name. God be 
praifed, that I have fent for them with 
no other defign than for the currency cf 
bufinefs, and for their continuance in one 
place : neither, as in the cafe of Coja 
Wajeed, have J feizedany perfon unjuft- 
ly, nor charged my confidence with the 
P 2 unjuft 
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unjufl: death of any man. If you are re- 
folved to put mifconftruCtions on every 
proper and lawful aCtion of mine, I am 
utterly without remedy ; but if you re- 
gard equity, this matter is not of fuch 
confluence, as to give occaiion for fo 
much contention and reproach. 

In the Nabobs Hand-writing. 

Sir, Though it is agreed by the 
treaty between us, that I fhould ne- 
ver fay any thing in behalf of the fer- 
vants and dependents of the Company, 
nor you, gentlemen, interfere in behalf 
of the fervants and dependents of the Ni- 
eamutj yet you, gentlemen, have re- 
garded all this as utterly obliterated, and 
in contradiction thereto, perfift in the 
violation of the treaty, and delire to raife 
your name, and eftablilh your own cuf- 
toms. I am remedilefs.” 

The Nabob had never exprefled him- 
felf with fo much acrimony, nor betray- 
ed the vehemence of his refen tment fo 

Itrongly 
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flrongly as in this letter, which feems to 
have been di&ated from a fenfe of the 
deepeft injuries. It muft be confefted, 
the provocation was fufficient to draw 
fuch a recrimination from the Nabob, 
upon the little account which we made 
of feizing and imprifoning his officers, 
whilft we were fo ready to reproach him 
for doing the fame to his own dependents. 
But what contributed at this time to 
make him the lefs reliffi our remon- 
ilrance, was the news which he had juft 
received of the feizure of Mahomed Al- 
lee, which, in confequence of our orders * 
to the chief and council at Dacca, they 
had effected happily without oppofition, 
and immediately fent him prifoner to 
Calcutta ; this treatment (however me- 
rited) of an officer of fuch confequence, 
affedted the Nabob more than all that 
had paffed, nor could he mention it with 
temper in any of his letters after this 
period. 

On the 30th of May, we received the 
following letter from MefF. Amyatt and 
P3 * Hay, 

* Page 139, of this Vo). 
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Hay, containing an account of their firft 
interview with the Nabob. 

Copy of a Letter from Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay, to the Governor and Council. 
Bated May 18, 1763. 

** TT 7 E waited on the Nabob the 15th, 
VV to acquaint him of your refolu- 
tion. In converting on the different ar- 
ticles, we found it impoffible to difcourfe 
feparately upon them ; and he defired us 
to write down what we had to fay to 
him. We delivered to him aPerfian tranf- 
late we had made of our inftrudtions. 
The fame being read, he defired we 
would leave it with him, as alfb the Fir- 
mauns, &c. which we acquiefced to. 
The next evening he fent ftis moonfhee 
j Hafiz, Iffrar Cawn, to us, to defire we 
would fign that Perfian tranflate, or draw 
out a lift of fuch demands as we were 
commiflioned to get complied withj 
which we accordingly did, and fent it to 
him figned and fealed, a copy of which 
is here inclofed. We again waited on 
. him this morning, to defire his anfwer. 
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if he would comply with thefe articles, 
and give us the fatisfadtion required. He 
replied, it would take up fome time to 
conlider on them, and defired two days 
to give his anfwer. We had a good deal 
of converfation with him on different 
fubjedts, in which it appeared he had 
confidered himfelf as in a ftate of war 
with us for fome time paft, and had if- 
fued orders, and made preparations ac- 
cordingly, which has been the caufe of 
fome of the interruptions and infults our 
people have met with lately ; and moft 
of the others, he faid, had been occafion- 
ed by Mr. Vanfittart’s letter, which he 
hitherto looked on as a treaty, the Go- 
vernor had been authorized to enter into 
with him, which caufed him to fend 
thefe orders over the country to his au,- 
mils, the executing of which, we now 
fo much complain of. We remarked 
to him, many of thofe interruptions we 
had laboured under, before that letter. 
As far as we can judge from our laft 
converfation, he feems fomewhat con- 
vinced that our intentions are not hoflile, 
P 4 as 
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as long as he does not attempt to infringe 
our rights (of which we have ufed our 
beft endeavors to perfuade him) and gives 
us fatisfa&ion for the lofles fuftained by 
infults offered to the Englifh by his offi- 
cers in different parts of the country. 
This we are in hopes he will comply 
with, though he makes great ufe of the 
argument, of his having adted by Mr. 
Vanfittart’s agreement. We cannot write 
you, at prefent, with certainty of his in- 
tentions, but hope to be more fo in our 
next. We fhall again wait on him, for 
a further converfation on the many arti- 
ticles he is to comply with, before the 
time appointed by him for giving his 
anfwer, to endeavour further to convince 
him of the reafonablenefs of them j when 
we fhall mention to him the moving* our 
troops to Patna, which hitherto we have 
declined on account of his fufpicions.” 

This letter afforded fome hopes, that 
the Nabob would fubmit to the demands, 

and 

, * This was in conference of a refoiutian of the 
Board, to relieve the Patna troops every year, by 
fending a frefh detachment from Calcutta. 
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and thus our difputes be ended ; but it 
appeared from his letters afterwards, that 
his difpofition for peace, was little affift- 
ed by his converfation with Meff. Amy- 
att and Hay, who, inftead of allowing 
room for negotiation, or (hewing an e- 
qual willingnefs to hear and redrefs his 
grievances, perfilted only in requiring a 
determinate anfwer to their own de- 
mands, which might as well have been 
infilled on by letter from Calcutta, with- 
out putting them to the rilk or trouble 
of fo long a journey. The Nabob com- 
plained much of this proceeding, and 
by fbme pafiages in his letters, appears 
to have been as little pleafed with the 
haughty ftyle in which they addrelled 
him; whilll they, in their turn, retorted 
the fame complaint upon him. But 
what were the Nabob's real intentions 
at this time, whether to fubmit to necef- 
fity, and fign to the articles, or by re- 
jecting them, refer our differences to the 
chance of war, it is hard to judge. It 
is certain, he was provided as well as he 
could be, againll the worff; though it is 

my 
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my own belief, that his intention was ne- 
ver to begin the war, but to avoid it, till 
he fhould be forced to defend himielf. 
That fuch was his difpofition, I judged 
both from his letters and conduit : his 
letters, though filled with the moft bitter 
remonftrances of the violences commit- 
ted againft him, {hewed always a fear of 
coming to extremities, and a defire to 
treat; while ours, which he was an- 
fwering, contained the moft abfolute 
.commands, enforced with a denuncia- 
tion of war, /if he refufed to fubmit to 
them. And as to his conduit, if he had 
refolved upon war, he would furely not 
have negleited the many ways he might 
have taken to diftrefs us : he would have 
attacked the detachments fent out from 
Patna, and endeavoured to cut them off 
from the body, inftead of making inef- 
feitual complaints to us; above all things, 
he would have been prepared, on the firft 
commencement of hoftilities, to ravage 
the Burdwan province, from whence he 
knew we received our chief fupplies of 
money ; in Ihort, he would have {top- 
ped 
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ped the currency of the Company’s bu- 
ll nefs in all parts, which he never once 
-attempts!, till the city of Patna was at- 
tacked and taken by our troops. 

Whilst our affairs were in this cri- 
tical fufpence, a very unlucky circum- 
flance happened, which gave a turn to 
the fcale, and introduced a frefh fubjed 
of difpute. Some boats laden with arms 
for our troops at Patna, which had been 
difpatched about two months before, 
paffing by Mongheer, were flopped there 
by the guards. Me£T. Amyatt and Hay 
demanded their releafe; but the Nabob 
looking upon this as a frefh proof of our 
defign to break with him, and naturally 
concluding that thel'e arms were to be 
employed againft himfelf, refufed to part 
with them, unlefs our forces were re- 
moved from Patna, declaring, that whilft 
they continued there, employed as they 
had always been, to intimidate the offi- 
cers of the government, and fcreen the 
violences and oppreffions of Mr. Ellis, 
he could put no confidence in our pro- 
feffions. At the fame time, as a proof 

that 
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that his view in the demand was only to 
'prevent the ill ufe which he knew Mr. 
Ellis would make of thofe force#* he of- 
fered, as an alterative, that they fteuld 
continue there, provided that Mr. Ellis 
was recalled, and either Mr. Amyatt, 
Mr. M'Gwire, or Mr. Haftings, ap- 
pointed chief in his room, otherwife he 
infilled that the detachment Ihould be 
ordered down to Mongheer for his fer- 
5 vice, according to the terms of our ori- 
ginili treaty. In fhort, he pretended, 
that the only object he aimed at, was to 
obviate the mifchievous defigns of Mr. 
Ellis, by depriving him of the means of 
efiedting them ; and declared, that this 
only couldpreferve the peace between us; 
for that he was certainly informed, Mr. 
Ellis was refolved to attack the city of 
Patna. The firft advice that we received 
of this affair, was in a letter from MelT. 
Amyatt and Hay, of the 26th of May, 
which inclofed, at the fame time, the 
Nabob’s reply to the demands of the 
Board, and was confirmed by their letters 
of the 29th and 3 ill of the lame month. 

Thefe 



* TranfaBions in Bengal. 221 

Thefe letters, with transitions of the 
demands prefented to the Nabob, and 
his reply annexed, I fhall here infert. 

Extract of a Letter from Mejf. Amyatt 
and Hay to the Governor and Council . 
Dated May 26, 1763. 

“ TT7E have not feen the Nabob thefe 
V V four days, he being indifpofed, 
which caufed us to importune him by 
letters, for an anfwfcr to the feveral de*- 
mands, you ordered us to infill on his 
complying with.. This morning he fent 
it by Nobit Roy, whkh we now inclofe 
you; we had before flattered ourfelves 
he intended giving us a favorable one, 
though he all along continued to infill on 
our people being the aggreflors, and 
complained of our feizing his aumils, 
when he was always ready to redrefs our 
grievances, without entering into juft 
argument, but confining it to occurren- 
ces lately happened, fince his order ifliied 
in confequence of Mr. Vanfittart’s letter; 
but he feemed to agree, by his convcrfa- 
tion, that the method we now wanted 


our 
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oar bufinefs to go on in, properly ob- 
ferved, was juft, and to appearance he 
was free from apprehenfions of our 
wanting to quarrel with him ; but we 
now muft conjecture, this behavior was 
only to delay time for fome purpofe or 
other. 

The boats, with the arms for Patna, 
arrived here yefterday, and were flopped 
by the Nabob’s chokey. We immedi- 
ately applied for their releafe by letter, 
and gave them a duftuck, mentioning 
they contained arms, which they have 
kept, and the boats ftill continue de- 
tained. The Nabob promifed an anfwer 
by Nobit Roy this morning, who faid 
they were detained for having arms in 
them. 

. The letter written him to day we 
have fent, hoping it will have fome ef- 
- fedt on his mind, reflecting that our going 
away muft neceflarily bring on a rup- 
ture; to prevent which, it may make 
him hearken to reafon, and he may ftill 
be brought to comply with the articles 
required ; therefore, if, he defires us to 

flay. 
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fray, and releafes the boats,' we fhall con- 
tinue here till fuch time as we receive 
your orders how we are to adt in cafe of 
his non-compliance with any, or every 
article; but if he ftill continues the hoftila 
aftion of detaining the arms, we lhall 
move from hence either towards Bengal 
or P atna, as moft convenient, if we have 
reafon to fufpedt his wanting to flop us.” 

Copy of the Demands prefented by Meff. 

Amyatt and Hay to the Nabob. 

E have already pointed out to 
’ ’ your Excellency, the grounds 
of our right to a free trade throughout 
the provinces, and the independency of 
our people upon the countrygovemment, 
founded upon the royal Firmaun, &c. 
Attefted copies of which we have laid 
before your Excellency, as well as the 
hearty refblutions of the Board, to fup- 
port you in your government with all its 
advantages, as long as you do not attempt 
to infringe the privileges of the Englifh. 

W e now proceed, agreeable to your 
defire, to draw out a writing of the de- 
mand. 
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mands wearecommiffionedto make from 
the whole Board, and under their hands 
and feals. 

First, That your Excellency do an- 
nul the treaty you made with Mr. Van- 
fittart, and recal the feveral attefled co- 
pies of it, which were circulated, toge- 
ther with your perwannah, in confe- 
quence thereof, to the feveral aumils of 
your government, informing them of 
its being void. ' 

Secondly,' That reparation be made 
1 for the lofles detained by the Englifh^ 
both before the laid treaty was made and 
after it, by the Aoppage of their bufinefs, 
and the oppreflionsof your feveral officers. 

Thirdly, That the funnuds granted 
by your Excellency, for the exemption 
of all duties, for the fpace of two years* 
be immediately annulled, and all duties 
collected as before, as it in a great mea- 
fure deprives the Englilh of the advan- 
tages which the tenor of the Royal Fir- 
maun has ever entitled them to, above 
other merchants, and is entirely repug- 
nant to their intereft, and prejudicial to 

the 
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the good harmony which ought to fub- 
fifl between your Excellency and the 
Englifh. 

Fourthly, That difputes between 
the Englifh and the dependents of your 
government be adj ulled in the following 
manner, viz. 

At all thofe aurungs which are adja- 
cent to, or under the management of the 
fubordinate factories, the gomaflah, in 
cafe of being injured by any of the of- 
ficers, of the government or their depen- 
dents, fhall firft make application for re- 
drefs, in writing to the officer of the go- 
vernment, refiding on the fjpot ; from 
whom, if he does not receive immediate 
fatisfa&ion, he fhall fend his complaint 
to the chief of the nearefl factory, who 
fhall be empowered to take cognizance of 
the fame, and’ demand and exa£t (if necef- 
fary) the fatisfa&ion which the cafe may 
require. But that it is to be underflood 
in refpedt of weavers, pykars, and all 
others, who receive advances of money 
for goods to be provided, or are indebt- 
ed for goods bought, the gomaflahs fhall 

Vol. III. retain 
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retain their power as ufual, to call foch 
debtors to account. Oil the other hand, 
where the government’s people fhallhave 
reafon to complain againft an Englifh 
gomaAah or agent, they fhail give the 
faidagent or gomaflah notice of the 
complaint in writing; requiring and re- 
commending to him to fettle it iii ah a- 
micable and equitable manner ; and in 
cafe the agent or gofiiailah refufes, or 
s in iCr in-fiich %$O(0ht£$S 



mentVoffieer r he IhaU then tranfmit ail 
account of it to the chief of the fteareft 
Englifh factory, and deliver a copy of the 
faid account to the gomaftah ; and the 
chief of the factory ishereby required 
to examine ftridtfy into" the affair, and 
decide it according to jttfHee; giving a 
copy of his determination to the officer 
of the government who made the com- 
plaint. ‘That the gentlemen of the ftfb- 
ordjnate&fhail keep a regifler of fuch 
complaintSj With the decifioOs paffejtrti 

ed monthly to the Pmfidcney. With 
. ' ' refpeft 
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refpedt to the diftant places where trade 
is carried oft, fuph as Rungpoor, Poor- 
ncea » Gwalparah, and Rangamettee, there 
is at prefent no refident on the part of 
the Company • but the fituation of the 
former being f»eh, as will make it con- 
venient for examining the complaints, 
and deciding the dilutes, winch may 
happen in moft ©f tbofe places, we have 
accordingly appointed a gentleman to 
refide there for that pur pole. , 

Fifthly, That a gentleman, on the 

• ^ Art Enghfo, db ^always refide at 
your Durbar, by whom all tranfa<fti onS 
between yortr ExceHeacy and the Eng- , 
lifb* Will be carried on in future ; and 
that he be acquainted with, and approve 
all orders, which are to beifiiied thro’ the 
country relative to the English. 

Sixthly, That jagheeree fannods be 
granted die Company for their lands of 
Burdwan, iVfidaapoor and Chittagong. 

Seventhly, That you & Hfce pe _ 
remptory orders to the forays and others, 
for effecting the currency of the rupees, 
coined in our mint, and for oar Coining 
0^2 three 
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three lacks of rupees annually, in each 
of the mints of Dacca and Patna. 

Eighthly, That the money difburf- 
ed by Mahomed Reza Cawn in the ex- 
pedition of Tippera, out of the revenues 
of Chittagong, after that province was 
made over to the Company, bereimburfed. 

Ninthly, A public and exemplary 
punishment is required to he inflicted on 
Lawl Shaw, the commaJ»d$f,of the troops 
front Tekanpee, belonging to your Ex- 
cellency, who attached a fubahdar, 

. an4 fifty feepoys belonging to the Eng- 
lish, declaring, that he had the Nabob’s 
orders to cut eyety Englifh feepoy to 
pieces wherever he Should be found j and 
that the faid punishment be infixed be- 
fore pur departure from hence. 

Tenthly, That the Seets be releaf- 
ed, and permitted to go where they pleafe 
unmolested. 

Eleventhly, That your Excellency 
do give us ^n explicit anfwer toithe a- 
bpve demands, and with all convenient 

expedition iffue your orders agreeable 
thereto, fo that the English buSinefs may 

be 
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be freed from the interruptions which it - 
now labors under.” 

Copy of the Nabob’j Reply to Mejf. Amy- 
att and Hay \r Demands. 

“ A S I have nothing to do with cuf- 
■fl toms or duties on any kind of 
goods from any merchant whatever, and 
have wholly exempted them for two years 
to come, ye may engage in whatever 
trade ye pleafe, nor will any one med- 
dle or interfere therein. After the time 
of exemption is expired, every officer 
will again interfere for duties, then ye 
will prove your rights from grants, &c. 
and I will anfwer you. 

First, The Governor’s agreement 
was never regarded by me, and an order 
is , now going to my officers, that the 
copies of the writing he gave me, where- 
foever they appear, are null and void. 

Secondly, What does it matter ? the 
lofs that has arifen in the revenues, due 
to my Nizamut, on account of you gen- 
tlemen, fettle with me for that, and I 
am ready to fettle the lofs that it can be 

proved 
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proved the Company have fuffered in 
their bufinefs thro’ my officers. 

Thirdly, The profit and advantage 
that has ever ufed to accrue to the Com- 
pany, for my own part, I covet none 
of it. The diftinftion of the Company 
is what it has been ; but do you examine 
my papers, and fee, that in the chucla of 
Hoogly,. Dacca and Patna, See. thirty 
or forty lacks of rupees is the annual a- 
mount of the taxation arxfing from thofe 
leffer receipts jof cuftotn. ' ' ' 

F or thefc twoor three years paft, what 
have I received ? Nay, have I not paid 
the expence of thefe three diftrifts, and 
other offices, out of my own pocket ? Be- 
fides all this, your folks have proceeded 
againft my officers, with the utmoft in- 
dignity, and carried them away into con- 
finement. 

Altho’ I have again and again wrote 
to you on this head, and advifed you 
thereof, it availed not at all, nor did you 
concern yourfelves about it. As I per- 
ceived there was no redrefs for me j and, 
tin the contrary, I fuffered the greateft 

indignities 
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indignities and infiklts from yoar hands, 
for the fak6 of recoveringyour friendffiip; 
having no other remedy, I preferred ray 
own lofs, and have taken off all cuftoms 
whatever. 

Fourthly, Whenever the chiefs and 
gomaftahs of your factories interrupt not 
my people, and the dependents on the 
government, my officers alfo will not 
interfere with the weavers, pykars, and 
others, jufually dependent on your facto- 
ries. And when we fhall agree on both 
tides, to aft in this manner, for what will 
my officers caufeleffly commit injuries a- 
gainft you ? You write, that the chiefs 
of your faftorks will fettle difputes . Y ou 
have never brought an officer of this go- 
vernment before a chief of a faftory, for 
fettling any matter in .my adminiftrtf- 
tion until now ; at prefent, if contrary 
to cuftom, you are purpofed to over- 
throw my influence and authority in the 
countries of Bengal, &c. it is a means of 
deffroying our friendffiip. There never 
has .been a faftory of yours at Rungpoor, 
and die power too which ye have given 

cu to 
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to the chief, ye would have raifed there, 

• of hearing and determining all caufes in 
the country round about, is altogether 
foreign to any agreement or grant you 
have. If ye are refolved to a & contrary 
to all agreement, how will my authority 
and influence be kept there ? And my 
officers being there, is altogether needlefs. 

Wherefore thofe places, whither 
you are to lend chiefs, and to direct the 
adminiftration of all caufes, and the-ma- 
giftrature in fuch a manner; you ought, 
firft, to advife me of; for the removal of 
my officers, that I may call them thence, 
and deliver the bufinefs of the place into 
yourhands ; becaufe, from there being two 
I’ rulers in the fame diftridt, the country 
( and inhabitants are ruined and opprefled. 

Fifthly, Whenever we have agreed 
together, to ourmutual fatisfa&ion, there 
will be no neceflity for your deputy re- 
maining at my court, as a Angle letter, 
for thefe two or three years paft, has fuf- 
flced for every thing that has happened. 

Sixthly, In the treaty between us, 
as itfiiall have been mentioned, either for 

the 
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the expence of the Company’s troops, or 
as a jagheer, I will perform accordingly. 

Seventhly, The revenues arifing 
from all the provinces are received in 4 
Sunwaut rupees. The payment of my 
troops is alfo in the fame fpecies, as well 
as all other charges of the Nizamut great 
or fmall ; and I have never molefted any 
one for the revenues in Sicca rupees, 
coined either at Moorfhedabad, Patna or 
Calcutta. Moreover, the fhrofFs and mer- 
chants are no one’s fervants, but for the 
fake of a fmall profit, deal one with the 
other. Let every man of his own fancy 
buy and fell whatever he pleafes, I fhall 
interrupt no one. 

Eighthly, All the money that Ma-f 
homed Reza Cawn had colle&ed from 
Chittagong, fince it has been made over 
to the Company, is paid into their cafib, 
as I have your receipt for it. * 

Ninthly, In the diftri&s, dependent 
on the Nizamut, be pleafed to fee an ac- 
count of the very many* of my people 
plundered and maflacred by your folks. 
When ye fhall have given fatisfa&ion for 

the 
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the whole, and punifhed your folks ac- 
cordingly, I will immediately lend /or 
La wl Shaw, whcrefoever bemay be found, 
aitho’ he is no forvant of mifle, and have 
him properly punifhed before you two 
gentlemen. 

- TawTHtr, It has ever been a cu flora 
for the Sects to attend upon the Nazim.? 
At this time, on account of die infirioa- 
tions of evil fpeafccrs, they were become 
miflruflful of me, and afraid to come near 
me, therefore I font for them hither. 
Wherefoever I am to be, Acre alfo will 
tbefe gentlemen be, according to cuftom, 
and have their bnlinefs carried on. 

Eleventhly, The Company's ad- 
herence to their promife was evident to 
all men. I alfo thought you do what 
$ you fay, and do not go back from your 
word. At prefent it feems, as tho’ you 
keep neither promife nor treaty for a 
lingle year, nay, a month or a day. Now 
that you have written and brought me 
thefe demands,* what article of them r eft* 
upon me, that you require a public wri- 
ting of me ? I have not, by any means, 

broken 
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broken my word ; ye receded from your 
promife, and fain would again make a 
new treaty and agreement. It is neceflary 
too, that what will make me eafy be 
confidered in the treaty. If you allow 
me the management of the Nizamut, 
leave in Patna, and other places, the 
people neeefiary for condtt&ing the bu- 
finefs of your fa&ory, as you formerly 
ufed to do, and remove all Englifh troop* 
and feepoys wherever Rationed. I fhall 
never be backward in promoting and af- 
litting the bufinefs that properly con- 
cerns you.” 

ExtraB of 4 Letter from Meff. Amjstt 
and Hay to the Board . Dated May 
29, 1763. 

** ’^/TOtwithstandimg our repeat- 
* ed remonftrances to his Excel- 
lency, fetting forth the hoftility of the 
aftion, he has not yet releafed the boats 
with die arms ; neither doth he fhew 
the leaft confidence in what we fay, and 
declares (at the feme time hinting to us 
the former revolution) he fhall not place. 

any 
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any in us, till we remove the detach- 
ment from Patna to Mongheer. 

We beg leave to offer it as our opi- 
nion, dial the having the troops intend- 
ed to be quartered in this province, fta- 
tioned here, would be very advifeable, 
but cannot be thought of, till fuch time 
as he complies with our demands, as it 
is probably made by caprice, or with 
defign.” 

Copy of a Letter from Mejf. Amyatt and 
Hay to theBoard. Dated May 31, 1763. 

“ 'T'HE inclofed is a duplicate of our 
laft, dated the 29th inftant, on 
which day we*fent you a cypher made 
out here, which, we imagined, might 
be ufeful in carrying on a correfpondence 
in cafe of a rupture : a copy of the fame 
was likewife forwarded to Mr. Ellis at 
Patna. 

Whatever we urge to his Excel- 
lency, in regard to die releafe of the 
boats with arms, or the neceffity of his 
placing a proper confidence in us, his 
general reply is, that we have feized his 

aumils. 
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aumils, that the words of the Englilh 
are not to be trufted, and that he will 
not releafe the boats till fuch time as we 
remove our troops from Patna, either to 
this place or to Calcutta. Altho’ he will 
take no ftep towards a reconciliation, or 
to give us fatisfadtion, yet he, upon all 
occafions, mentions his defire of peace ; 
in fhort, his aim feems to be entirely to 
gain time.” 

About the fame time, the following 
letters were received from the Nabob. 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
■ Governor. Dated May 25, 1763, 

“ AT this time Mr. Amyatt and Mr. 

V. Hay being arrived here, have 
delivered a lift, containing feveral de- 
mands, which are unreafonable and foreign 
from former treaties and grants. I ex- 
pedted not, whilft you yet remained, 
that I fhould be involved in this trouble, 
and fo unjuft a negotiation ; that in one 
year, new agreements were to be made 
fo often, after the breach of the antient 
treaty ; that upon every occafion made 
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ufe of to intimidate me, I fhould be 
threatened with a breach of the treaty, 
and vexed, and mortified without caufe, 
and my affairs obftru&ed. At this time, 
from the arzees of Meer Mehdee Cawn 
Behader, I am repeatedly informed, that 
the troops under Mr. Ellis’s charge, 
create continual difturbances and quar- 
rels with my people, and daily leave a 
frefh root of diflention. 

From thefe appearances, all the te- 
nants, and the troops which are at Pat- 
na, are ever in alarms, and taking means 
for their fecurity. This has given, and 
ftill gives occafion to the people to be- 
lieve, that there is no longer a friend- 
fhip and union between us. It affords 
me a fubjedk of continual anxiety and 
apprehenfion, left (which God forbid) 
thefe things fhould produce a difference 
Between us, and you unyuftly reproach 
nafe. To this purpofe, I have fpoken to 
Mr. Amyatt like wife; but the gentle- 
men do not hear me nor regard what I 
fay. , This day I have received an arzee 
from Meer Mehdee Cawn, of which I 

fend 
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fend you a copy for your pera&L If 
you, gentlemen, intend the Eoglifh ar- 
my for my defence, it is proper that yott 
call it from Patna to Calcutta, that it 
may be called upon in time of need, or 
elfe keep it with me at Mongheer, which 
will put an end to difpurtes, and r chore 
the currency of affairs between us, and 
flint np the months of the people from fo 
many rumours. But if it is not your de- 
fign to remove the troops from Patna, 
and you feek only to difturb my affairs, 
and to awe and intimidate me, let me 
know it, that when I have learnt your 
pleafure, I may clear my hands from 
every bufinefs, and aB this vexation. To 
this purpofe, I have expreffed myfelf alfo 
to Mr. Amyatt, both by fpceeh and 
writing.” 


Copy of a Letter from Mcer Mebdee 
Cawn ( Nath of Patna) to the Nabob. 

“ T Have frequently andrcpeatedly advi* 
fed your Excellency, that Mr. Ellis, 
and the troops which are with him, crea- 
ting troubles anddifputes with the people 

of 
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of the fircar, feek for a rupture ; and the 
tenants and inhabitants of the city, and 
feepoys of this place, feeing this flate of 
things, are fallen into apprehenfions and 
alarms, and are -providing for their owa 
fecurity. The people judging from 
hence, that there is no longer afriend- 
fhip and good underftanding between us, 
raife many reports of different kinds; 
and the zemindars, taking the occafion of 
their not being called upon, with-hold 
their rents, fo that the revenue is en- 
tirely obflrudted. I cannot defcribe to 
you, how much the affairs of the Niza- 
mut are fallen into confufion. In what- 
ever light you regard thefe affairs, you 
will gracioufly be pleafed to iffue your 
orders for the quieting of thefe diforders 
and troubles; otherwife the whole bufi- 
nefs of the government is deftroyed, and 
thefe mutual, animofities, which tend to 
ruin the interefts of both parties, raife 
fufpicions in the minds of the people.’* 
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Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated May 26, 1763. 

“ TT^HEN Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
* V came to this place to treat, 
with a lift of demands, I expected that 
thofe gentlemen would inform them- 
felves of every particular, and put an 
end to all affairs and matters of conten- 
tion between us. Accordingly, I fent 
the aumils with Rajah Nobit Roy, and 
Hafiz Iffrar Cawn, that having heard the 
particulars of the oppreffions of the Eng- 
lifii gomaftahs, they might ufe fuch 
means as might fettle every affair. Thofe 
- gentlemen at once plainly anfwered, 
that they wanted not to hear what I had 
to reprefentj and in the affair of the 
forces at Patna likewife, they replied, 
ft For what fhall we recal the forces 
“ from thence ? Nay, we will fend o- 
“ ther forces. If you have any defign 
“ to quarrel with us, we are ready.” A- 
gain, Mr. Amyatt and yourfelf formerly 
* wrote to me, that you had never fent any 
mufkets or military ftores to Patna ; but 
the day before yefterday, fix boats laden 
Vol. Ill, R with 
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with mufkets, &c. arrived, here from 
Calcutta. . 

Sir, openly to deny fending any mi- 
f litary dores, and fecretly to fend them 
in this manner, what can it mean ? I 
have no objection to two or three hun- 
dred Englifhmen remaining at Patna, but 
to keep up fuch a force with Mr. Ellis* 
to ruin my affairs, is very improper ; and 
that gentleman every day keeps his forces 
in readinefs, and creates troubles and quar- 
rels with my people. Therefore I write, that 
I will not fuffer a larger force than two or 
. three hundred men toremain with Mr. El- 
lis. If you, gentlemen, regard your words 
and engagements, and the condition on 
which you received Burdwan, &c. from 
me, for the expences of your army, it is 
fit, that in conformity thereto, you re- 
cal the faid forces, and place them with 
me, or remove them to Calcutta. If 
not, write me a plain anfwer. 

P - S. I am yet ready to comply with 
your word ; but things are brought to the 
laft extremity ; and however defirous I 
am of avoiding the worfl, yet I fee no 

means 
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means of it, and my patience is near ex - 
haufted. Wherefore, I write this be- 
fore-hand for your information. I fend 
you inclofed a copy of the anfwer, which 
I wrote to the lift of demands, prefepted 
to me by Meff. Amyatt and Hay.” . 

These letters being laid before the 
Board, a general Council was held upon 
them on the 9th of June, in which it 
was refolved, that the troops fhould not 
be removed from Patna ; and that if the 
Nabob perfifted to demand it, or to de- 
tain the boats, Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
fhould be directed to leave Mongheer. 
At the fame time, the gentlemen of Pat- 
na were advifed of thefe refolutions, and 
ordered to adt as they might be directed 
by Meff. Amyatt and Hay. For the mo- 
tive of thefe refolutions, I refer to the 
following extradt of the debates which 
produced them. 


R 2 


Extract 
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ExtraSi of Confutation of June 9 . (Pre- 
fent Meff. Batfon, Adams, Billers, 

Cartier, Haftings, Marriott and Watts) 

• the Prefdent indifpofed. 

** f5T" t H E Governor fends to the Board 
JL the following letter, which he 
has juft received from Mr. Amyatt. 

Sir, His Excellency has received a 
kellaat from the King, which the day 
before yefterday he put on in form, and 
laft night he made an entertainment for 
us on the occafion. 

The arms ftill continue flopped ; they 
lay in boats on the oppofite fide of the 
river, furrounded by his feepoys. He 
ftill infills on our forces being withdrawn 
from Patna and other places, to convince 
him and alt the country, of our peace- 
ful intentions, and then he is ready to 
iffue any perwannahs we pleale, for the 
forwarding our bufinefs. He does not 
.rightly declare, which of the articles he 
will comply with, but I perceive he will 
not give funnuds for the lands, nor con- 
fent to a refident being with him, nor 
eftablilh the other mints, but will en- 
deavor 
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deavor to take fome meafure to prevent 
our being fufferers by our rupees. 

He will not agree to our punching 
his fervants, nor do I think we ought to 
infill upon it, but alter that article to be 
punilhed by him, after our chief has 
heard and reprefented the cafe, and for 
us to chaltife them, if he delays or neg- 
lects to do it. The Seets, I am perfua- 
ded, he will keep here, nor fuffer them 
to be of much confequence in future ; 
likely he will notufe them ill, nor take 
their money at prefent. He denies the 
agreement with you, tho’ he fays, if he 
did, it is not any where in writing. He 
requires fatisfaClion from us, for any im- 
mediate damage done him by our people, 
when he is ready to make good ours, 
that may be proved againft any of his au- 
mils and chokeys, excepting Mahomed 
Allee, whom you have in your hands to 
do with as you pleafe j he objects to our 
any where working or cultivating his 
lands, or purchafing any thing for them 
at firft-hand, it deprives him of his. du- 
ties and advantages therefrom. In fhort, 
R 3 he 
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he obje&s to every thing ; and fays, it’s 
our own private interefl we want to be- 
nefit, the Company’s being no where 
molefled, nor does he want to moleft it. 
We told him he muft grant a free trade, 
which was our right ; and if in any par- 
ticular he was much aggrieved, or fuf- 
fered thereby, to reprefent it to the 
Council, and they would reftrain thern- 
felves and others to ferve him •, but no 
reft'rairtts from his people would be ad- 
mitted of, as under that pretence they 
Would hurt and injure the trade. I have 
done my utmoft endeavors to perfuade 
him to a thorough confidence, but I be- 
lieve it is all in vain. I have alfo repre- 
fented to him his danger, to as little 
purpofe j he feems very indifferent at 
prefent, and no ways anxious. He fwears 
he does not want to quarrel with us, and 
, Will do every thing j at the fame time, 
he, in a manner, refufes every thing. 
Thus matters ftand in the fame fitua- 
tion as at the firft day. I believe he 
does not flop or impede the bufinefs, but 
will not permit arms or men- to go to 

Patna ; 
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Patna j for which reafon, we have never 
mentioned our troops moving for that 
place. A perwannah is gone to clear the 
petre. He laid, he thought the produce 
of that place did not belong to us. 

I am, &c. 

Signed P. Amyatt.” 

The Prefident, at the fame time, 
tranfmits to the Board his opinion of the 
meafures proper to be taken, in the pre- 
fent fituation of affairs with the Nabob . 

The Governor’/ Opinion. 

If the Nabob detains the arms, it can 
be looked open in no. other light, than 
as an open adt of hoftility, and I think 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay fhould be. direc- 
ted to make fuch a final declaration to 
the Nabob j and if they aire not then de- 
livered up, to take their have. But fep- 
pofing the Nabob to make fatisfadtion 
for this ill advifed ftep, it fhould be con- 
fidered, whether his anfwers to the feve- 
ral articles, delivered him by Mr. Amy- 
att, are fuch as ought, when coolly and 
feparately reflefted on, to refolve us to 
en S a £ a £ e the Company in a war with 
R 4 the 
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the Nabob ; or if it is admitted, that e- 
very article is not of fo much confc- 
quence, then it fhould be confidered, 
which are, and which are not, and in- 
flrudtions fent Mr. Amyatt accordingly. 

The placing our troops with the Na- 
bob, as he defires, would certainly be a 
means of eftablilhing a confidence in 
each other, and of making thafe confi- 
dence appear to the world, and at the fame 
time, anfwer all the purpofes of prefer- 
ving our influence, and fecuring the tran- 
quility of the country. 

Yet, I am not for removing them 
upon the Nabob’s demand $ but if he 
will comply with the articles delivered 
him by Mr. Amyatt, or the material 
ones, I think this requeft might then be 
granted, and that Mr. Amyatt Ihould be 
empowered to give him to underftand 
as much. 

Lastly, if a rupture is unavoidable, 
the feafon Ihould be confidered, the ftate 
of the treafury, and the peace in Europe, 
by which the French will be repoflefled 
©f their fa&ories. The troops from 

hence. 
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hence, could not at this time march by land 
to join the detachment at Patna, there- 
fore it may be advifeable to defer pub- 
lifhing the refolutions of the Board, 
whatever they may be. 

All thefe papers being read and con- 
lidered. 

The members likewife delivered in 
thehr opinions as follows. 

Mr. Watts’j Opinion. 

The Nabob’s behavior, fince Me£T. 
Amyatt and Hay’s arrival at Mongheer, 
leaves no room to exped he will ever enter 
into any terms with us but, on the 
contrary, it appears from it, that he on- 
ly waits for aproper opportunity to break 
with us ; and by his feveral replies to the 
demands in MelT. Amyatt and Hay’s let- 
ters, it is very evident he places no con- 
fidence in us ; and as we have no reafon 
to place any in him, I therefore think, 
that his demanding our troops at Patna to 
be recalled, ought not to be complied 
with. That as the rainy feafon is fo near 
advanced, a letter fhould be wrote to 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay to take their leave 

of 
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of the Nabob, and return to Calcutta or 

„ t ' 

Patna, as they think proper. That they 
may demand the releafe of the boats, but 
altho’ complied with, not remain there any 
longer, but acquaint the Nabob, that if 
he has any propofals to make, he muft 
fend them to the Prefident and Council, 
who will reply to them. That as foon as 
they think it will be out of the powpr of 
the Nabob to Hop them, they lhall write 
to Mr. Ellis, and the council at Patna, 
to follow the regulations laid down in 
cafe of a rupture. 

That as the Nabob is railing forces 
every where, and it plainly appears he 
only wants to gain time, a letter Ihould 
be wrote to Patna, to acquaint the gen- 
tlemen there, that we judge a rupture 
unavoidable ; and that, as there is reafon 
to expedt the Nabob will take every ad- 
vantage, they have our orders, in cafe 
they have certain intelligence of his 
marching towards Patna, to take any 
fteps that will diftrefs him, and look qp- 
on him as an enemy. 

That as he does fulpedt the Nabob 

will 
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will attempt to detain Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay, he thinks they ought, in fuch cafe, 
to have the power of declaring the rup- 
ture; and that a note from them to the 
chief and council at Patna, fhould be 
fufficient for their ailing, as if received 
from the Board. 

Mr. Marriott’* Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott is of opinion, that 
a letter be immediately wrote to MeiT. 
Amyatt and Hay, directing them, in cafe 
the Nabob has not releafed the boats, 
with arms to quit Mongheer, and either 
return to Calcutta, car go to Patna, as 
they may judge moft eligible for enfufing 
their own fafety ; and that application to 
the Nabob on this occafion fhould be 
left to their difcretion. That the troops 
at Patna fhould not be removed agreea- 
ble to his demand ; as their remaining at 
that place will prevent the Rajahs,on the 
borders of the province, from taking any 
advantage of the prefent appearance of a - 
rupture, happening between die Nabob 
and us, by making an invafion into his 
territories. That if the Nabob either 

does. 
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does, or has releafed the arms, and will 
comply with the moft material demands, 
fome of the others might be given up, 
particularly thofe mentioned by Mr. A- 
myatt, in his letter to the Prefidentj 
firft, that regarding the j agheeree funnuds, 
for the provinces of Burdwan, Midna- 
poor and Chittagong •, as poffeffion and 
the force we maintain in the country will 
always fecure them to us ; fecondly, that 
regarding our punifhing his officers. 
This article he thinks might be altered ; 
that application fhould be firft made to 
the Nabob, on the occafion of any com- 
plaints againft them, and that we fhould 
only obferve the method already laid down 
upon his refufing to give us fatisfa&ion 
for the fame ; thirdly, the article con- 
cerning the mint. 

That in cafe MefT. Amyatt and Hay 
fhould be obliged to leave’ the Nabob, 
orders fhould be fent to the gentlemen 
at Patna, to adl agreeable to former in- 
ftruftions, unlefs they received fome cer- 
tain intelligence, that the Nabob was 
marching for Patna ; in which cafe, they 

fhould 
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fhould be ordered to adt on the offenfive, 
and endeavor to feize the city by a coup 
de main. He further thinks, Meff. Amy- 
att and Hay fhould .hear what the Na- 
bob has to alledge concerning the Ioffes 
of the fircar,by our agents or gomaftahs. 

Mr. Haftings’r Opinion. 

Tho’ I have, from the beginning, ex- 
preffed my difapprobationof the meafures 
taken in our late unhappy difputes with 
the Nabob, and which have given occa- 
fion to the temper, which he, at this 
time, fhews towards us j yet, after hav- 
ing gone fuch lengths, I cannot but think 
it very unbecoming, to fubmit quietly 
to fo open an a£t of violence, as he has 
been guilty of in the ftoppage of the 
boats of arms. It is therefore my opi- 
nion, that Meff. Amyatt and Hay be or- 
dered to demand of the Nobob the im- 
mediate clearance of thofe boats, in the 
name of the Prefident and Council ; and 
in cafe of his refufal, to inform him, 
that it will be deemed equal to a decla- 
ration of a rupture on his fide ; and that 
they do accordingly take their leave of 

him. 
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him, and return to Calcutta j but if he 
confents to releafe the boats; and ex- 
prefles a willifignefs to yield to ouf de- 
mands, I think we- cannot in juftice to 
him, or confidently with the intereft of 
the Company, refufe to comply with the 
demand he has made, that the detach- 
ment of our forces now at* Patna, may 
be ilationed with him. The alarms of 
the people cannot be fo effectually ap- 
peafed, as by the appearance of a confe- 
dence, fuch as this will occasion, between 
the Nabob and us. The Nabob will de- 
rive more benefit from - our influence, 
whilffc our troops are with him; and it 
will be lefs in his power to form any ill 
defigns againft us, whilfl we have fuch 
a check continually upon him. 

I agree with the Prefident, that in 
cafe of the Nabob's objecting to any of 
the demands, it fhould be determined by 
the Board, what IhOuld be infilled upon, 
and what may be difpenfed with, and 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay inftru&ed accor- 
dingly ; in which diftindtion, the Board 
will doubtlefs confider the real filtered 

and 
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and honor of the Company, and not in- 
volve them in a war (which tauft at all 
events prove of great detriment to them) 
for ends indifferent or inadequate to the 
expence and rifk which may accrue to 
them from it. I am likewife of opinion, 
that if Meff. Amyatt and Hay find the 
Nabob in a proper temper to yield to • 
the prbpofals offered him, they may pri- 
vately fignify to him, that the Board will 
content -to -the removal of the Patna de- 
tachment as he defires, provided he firft 
complies with our demands. 

Mr. C artier ’ j- Opinion. 

Mr. Cartier judges it adviteable, 
that Mr. Amyatt and Hay fhould be im- 
mediately recalled from Mongheer, as it -> 
appears to him, from the advices receiv- 
ed from thofe gentlemen, that the Na- 
bob has no other defign by prevailing 
upon them to flay (after a flat refufal al- 
moft of every demand they were empow- 
ered to make, and the hoflile ad of der 
taming the arms fending to the Patna 
fadory) than to gain time to anfwer fome 
purpofe, that may be very prejudicial to 

our 
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our affairs. That it appears to him a ve- 
ry probable circumftance, the Nabob’s 
principal view, is to engage us in a fcene 
of negotiation, till fuch time as the fea- 
fon of the year will render any military 
operation nearly impracticable; which, 
when the cafe, he will have it in his pow- 
er to bend his whole force to opprefs our 
troops at Patna. That the party there 
fhould by no means be removed from 
that place, in compliance with the Na- 
bob’s requeft, at this prefen t juncture. 
Thatif Meff. Amyatt and Hay are allow- 
ed to quit Mongheer, without conclu- 
ding the bufinefs they were fent on, it 
is his opinion, the army (when thofe gen- 
tlemen are fo far advanced on their way 
as to be out of danger) fhould be imme- 
diately ordered to march to Coffimbuzar, 
and take poft there, which will be the 
means of preferving the health of the 
people; and by fuch a motion of the 
troops, the Nabob will be convinced, 
that fomething more is defigned, than 
mere negotiation. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Billers \r Opinion. 

Mr. Billers is of opinion, that as 
the Nabob ftill periifts in detaining the 
arms, it ihould be looked upon as an aCfc 
of hoilility. That Meff. Amyatt and. 
Hay Ihould therefore be immediately di- 
rected to leave Mongheer and that our 
army ihould march to Coffimbuzar ; for 
it at prefent feems, as if the Nabob only 
wanted to gain time, and endeavored to 
embarrafs us as much as poffible, by the 
rains coming on. He thinks the troops 
at Patna, ought by no means to be re- 
moved at this juncture ; and that if Meff. 
Amyatt and Hay Ihould quit Mongheer, 
the Patna gentlemen ihould be permitted 
to take fuch meafures, as they may judge 
belt for their own fafety, and the Com- 
pany’s intereft. 

Major Adams’r Opinion, 

Major Adams is of opinion, that 
the troops ihould by no means, for the 
prefent, be removed from Patna, but 
that it ihould be left to the pleafure of 
the Board, to difpofe of them as they 
think proper, if matters can be amica- 
Vol. III. S bly 
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bly accommodated. That any particular 
articles of the demands, which the Na- 
bob moftly objects to, fhould be trans- 
mitted to the Board, with his reafons, 
that they may be reconfidered, and it be 
determined, whether they (hall ftill be 
infilled on, or may not be moderated j 
but before any regard is paid to either of 
thefe points, he thinks orders fhould+>e 
fent to MefiT. Amyatt and Hay, to de- 
mand the releafe of the afros j and, at 
the fame time, acquaint the Nabob, that 
fhould it not be immediately complied 
with, they have orders to leave his court. 
That they will make this demand and 
intimation, if they think it confident 
with their own Safety ; otherwife, retire 
to Patna, or take fuch other rout, as they 
may judge moll eligible and conducive to 
their own fecurity j and when they find 
themfelves put of his power, to tranfinit 
him in writing the orders of the Board ; 
and, laftly, that if Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay quit Mongheer, the gentlemen at 
Patna thould be left to aft as they judge 
inoft proper for their own Jfecurity, and 
the Company’s intereft. Mr. 
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Mr. Batfon’r Opinion. 

I am of opinion, that we can by no 
means confent to withdraw our troops 
from Patna. That the Nabob’s defire 
of having them with him at Mongheer is 
infincerej his realdefign beingonlyto get 
them removed from Patna ; that our with- 
drawing them will be a great ftep towards 
ruining entirely our influence and power 
in the country ; and therefore I efteem 
it highly detrimental and dilhonorafole 
to the Company and nation. 

I am further of opinion, that the Na- 
bob’s evil difpofition towards our nation, 
is evident beyond difpute ; nay, that it 
is avowed by his infilling on our with- 
drawing our troops from Patna, and by 
the adt of hoftility he has already com- 
mitted in feizing our arms. That it will 
be weaknefs to think of treating any 
longer with him, as he has refuled leve- 
ral times to comply with our demands ; 
and all his anfwers are filled with 
fneers, reproaches and calumnies. That 
therefore Meflf. Amyatt and Hay fhould 
be diredted to endeavor, by flratagem or 
otherwife, to get the arms releafed if 
S 2 pofiible. 
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poffible, and to return to Calcutta as foon 
as they can, or to go to Patna, if they 
judge the former impracticable. That on 
their departure, they fhould advife the 
gentlemen at Patna, and direCt them to 
aCt as they may judge beft for the fervice 
Quejiions propofed. 

The feveral opinions being read ; to 
render the refolutions to be taken more 
clear, the following diftinCt queftions 
wefe Rated and put at the Board. 

Question I. Shall the Nabob’s de- 
mand, of removing the detachment from 
Patna, be confented to, or not ? 

Answer, The Board unanimoufly 
think it ought not. 

Quest. II. In cafe of the Nabob’s 
compliance with our demands, fhall the 
Patna detachment be removed and Ra- 
tioned at Mongheer, or not ? 

Answ. The majority, viz. Meff. 
Watts, Cartier, Billers and Batfon think 
it ought not. 

Quest . III. Shall Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay be directed to leave Mongheer, im- 
mediately on the receipt of the letter 


we 
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ive now fend them, or remain to treat 
further with the Nabob ? 

Answ. The majority, viz. MefT. Mar- 
riott, Haftings, Billers'and major Adams, 
are of opinion, that if the arms arenotre- 
leafed, they thou Id come away ; if they 
are, that they fhould flay to treat further; 
and that it fhould reft in their option to 
make a frefh demand of their releafe, or 
not. Mefl*. Watts, Cartier and Batfon 
think, they ought to return immediately 
on the receipt of the orders now to be 
fent them. 

Ques. IV. If the Nabob continues to 
infift on the removal of the troops, as a 
preliminary to his entering upon any trea- 
ty, altho’ he releafe the arms, fhall MefT. 
Amyatt and Hay remain to treat further 
with him, or not ? 

Answ. All the members except Mr. 
Haftings think, that they ought in fuch 
-cafe immediately to leave Mongheer. 

Mr. Haftings’r DiJJ'ent. 

Mr. Hastings diflents, becaufe he 
has given his opinion, that the troops 
might be removed from Patna ; and does 
S 3 not 
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not think, that the Nabob’s refufal to any 
one of the demands is fufficient to juftify - 
our breaking with him. 

Refolution of the Majority. 

Agreed, that MefT. Amyatt and Hay 
be wrote to in the following terms. That 
we cannot con fen t to the Nabob’s de- 
mand of removing the troops from Pat- 
na j and therefore, if he perfifts in mak- 
ing that a preliminary, and refufes to treat 
on other terms, or to releafe the boats of 
arms, they are, in cither cafe, immedi- 
ately to leave Mongheer, and return to 
Calcutta, if they think it prafticable j or 
otherwife take fuch other rout, as they 
may judge moft eligible for their fafety. 

That if they think it unfafeto notify thef e 
refolutions to the Nabob, and that it 
may induce him to detain them atMong- 
heer, we permit them to come away 
without mentioning our refolution any 
further to him. 

That on their departure from Mong- 
heer, they are to advife us and the gen- 
tlemen at Patna, directing them to be 
upon their guard, and to ait in the man - 

ner 
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ncr they judge moft proper for their own 
fecurity, in cafe the Nabob marches or 
fends any troops to attack them. 

Agreed, that we write likewife to Pat- 
na, and inclofe them a copy of thefe or- 
der to MelT. Amyatt and Hay, and de- 
fire them to adt as they may be dire&ed 
by thofe gentlemen. 

Mr. Haftings’j Diffent. 

I enter my diflfent to the two laft pa- 
ragraphs of the letter, ordered to be 
wrote to Meff. Amyatt and Hay, for the 
following reafons. 

Tho’ I cannot b.elieve, that MelT. A- 
myaitt and Hay defire fuch a permiffion, 
as here given them to leave the Nabob, 
without informing him of the resolution 
of the Board, in cafe of his pcrfifting to 
detain the arms, or to demand, as a pre- 
liminary, the removal of our troops from 
Patna; yet I think it very unbecoming 
in the Board, to grant them fuch permif- 
fion. After having entered into a treaty 
with the Nabob, and flattered him with 
repeated aflurances of our defire of an ac- 
commodation, abruptly to break it off, 
S 4 and 
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and declare war againft him (fince one is 
made a confequence of the other) with- 
out letting him know the terms on which 
our friendlhip depends ; what is this, but 
to infnare the Nabob intoarupture which 
he might avoid, if he was certain, that 
his infilling on thofe points would be the 
caufe of one ; and which, I am convin- 
ced, he would wilh to avoid, by every 
conceflion that Ihould be required of him, 
as the means of peace, fince he has no 
force to oppofe us, and it is well known 
he has no dependence, and can have hone, 
but on our friendlhip. 

I cannot, for my own part, fee how 
MelT. Amyatt and Hay Ihould run agreater 
rifle now than hitherto, from a free de- 
claration of the lentiments of the Board, 
to the Nabob j nor can I lee any realon 
to fufpeft him, of forming any treache- 
rous defigns againft the perfons of thole 
gentlemen, as I know of no ad of his, 
that can juftify that opinion of him, and 
fueh an attempt if made, could anfwer 
no end. 

The order given to the chief and 

council 
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council at Patna, to take fuch meafures 
as they think proper for their fecurity, in 
cafe of the Nabob’s marching, or fend- 
ing any forces to attack them, is autho- 
rising thofe gentlemen to commit open 
hostilities againft the Nabob, on the firft 
pretence offered them, by the march of 
a few men from Mongheer to Patna, or 
the falfe reports of their hircarras, who 
may tell them, that the Nabob, or his 
forces, are on the road to attack them. 
Till therefore they are openly attacked, 
or the Board have declared war againft 
the Nabob, I object to any power put into 
their hands to commence a war them- 
felves.” 

I t will be remarked, that I was not 
prefent myfelf at this confultation, hav- 
ing been for fome days confined by fick- 
nefs, and therefore knew not of the re- 
folutionsof the Board, till acquainted with 
them afterwards by the fecretary, whom 
I defired to fummon another meeting of 
the Council the next day ; and detained 
the difpatches, that this matter might 

be 
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be reconfidered, as I judged the orders 
fent to Meff. Amyatt and Hay precipi- 
tate j and that they £hut out all poffibi- 
lity of an accommodation , altho’ the Na- 
bob fliould be inclined to it. The Coun- 
cil being met, I fent in my opinion in a 
letter to the fecretary j which being read 
at the Board, produced the alteration 
which I propofed in the orders to Meff. 
Amyatt and Hay. 

The following is an extra& from the 
confultation of my letter to the fecretary, 
and the refolutions taken in confcquence 
of it* 

Extract of Confultation of June io. Ere - 
fent Meff. Billers, Adams, Cartier and 
Marriott. 

“ t |AHE fecretary lays before the 
-*• Board the following letter, 
which he this morning received from the 
Governor. , - 

Sir, As my late indifpofition prevents 
my attending the Board, I muff take 
this method of delivering my opinion 
upon the iiiftr unions, which ffiould 

be 
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be fent to Meff. Amyatt and Hay, in 
anfwer to the laft advices received from 
them. 

If the Nabob perfifts in detaining the 
boats with arms, I think it muft be 
deemed a declared ad of hoftility, and 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay directed, in fuch 
cafe, to take their leave. If the Nabob 
refufes to treat further with thofe gen- 
tlemen, without our removing the troops 
from Patna, by way of preliminary, I 
think, in that cafe likewife, they fhould 
take their leave, as I am not for confent- 
ing to make any change jin the ftation of 
our troops upon fuch demand. But fup- 
pofing the arms to be releafed, • and that 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay find the Nabob 
in a aifpofition to treat, without infill- 
ing on the removal of our troops from 
Patna, as a preliminary j then, I think, 
thofe gentlemen fhould be furnifhed with 
inftrudions what further to fay to the 
Nabob ; and thofe inftrudions, I think, 
fhould be, with refped to the troops at 
Patna, to reprefent to the Nabob, that 
they were ftationed there with a view of 

being 
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being in readinefs to affift him, whenever 
his affairs might require it; and that they 
fhould be ready to aCt in conformity to 
that view, as foon as the prefent diffe- 
rences between us were accommodated. 
They fhould be further directed to call 
upon the Nabob, for his particular ob- 
jections to the feveral articles or demands 
delivered him ; and having tranfmitted 
the fame to the Board, it fhould be con- 
fidered which are material to be infilled on. 

Some anfwer fhould likewife be fent 
to MefT. Amyatt and Hay, regarding 
• Mahomed Allee, and the other officers of 
the government, at prefent kept here 
prifoners. The Nabob fays, as we have 
feized them, and have them in our hands, 
we may take our own fatisfaCtion for the 
Ioffes fome have fuffered in their private 
trade. We fhould either tell MefT. A- 
myatt and Hay, that we will do fo, or 
elfe we fhould fend thofe officers up to 
them, with inftruClions to deliver them 
to the Nabob, defiring him to oblige them 
to make good fuch Ioffes ; at the fame 
tune, receiving from the government’s 

officers. 
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officers, the accounts of Ioffes they fay 
they have fuffered by the violence of 
English agents and gomaftahs ; and this 
fecond method, I think, the moft proper. 

Neither the Company’s, nor private 
trade, meet at prefent with any inter- 
ruption. This is an effential reafon, why 
we ought to avoid, if poffible, engaging 
our employers in an expenfive war, and 
involving the country in troubles, to 
their great lofs, as well as that of the 
fettlement in general. 

The low ftate of our treafury, and the 
peace in Europe, by which the French 
will be repoffeffed of their fettlements in 
this country, are, in my opinion, other 
ftrong reafons, why we ffiould, if poffi- 
ble, keep on good terms with the Nabob. 

Finally, I think, that further in- 
ftrudtions ffiould be fent to the gentlemen 
at Patna, concerning their manner of 
adting, in cafe a rupture with the Nabob 
ffiould be unavoidable; with reference, I 
mean, to the feafon, which would pre- 
vent the troops from hence marching 
by land to join thofe at Patna; and going 

up 
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up by boats, would take a long time. 
Upon this article, I fubmit myfelf to the 
judgment of major Adams. 

The fame being read and confidered. 

Refolution of the Board. 

Agreed, That we write in conle- 
quence, a further letter to MelT. Amyatt 
and Hay, acquainting them, that fup- 
pofing the arms to be releafed, and they 
fhould find the Nabob inclinable llill to 
treat, without infilling on the removal 
of the troops from Patna, as a prelimi- 
nary, they may allure him that thole 
troops have been always llationed there 
for the fecurity of his government, and 
to maintain the tranquillity of the coun- 
tiy ; and that they fhall Hill continue to 
adt in conformity to this view. That 
they fhall then call upon the Nabob for 
his particular objections to the leveral 
articles or demands delivered him, and 
tranlmit them to us, when we fhall con- 
fider and determine, which of them are 
lb material as to require being Hill in- 
filled on, and which may be moderated j 
that if the Nabob Ihould again make 

men- 
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mention of Mahomed Allec, and die o- 
ther prifoners here, we leave it to them 
to judge whether we had beft profecute 
the enquiry againft them ourfelves, or 
fend them up to them, to have it finifli- 
ed in prefence of the Nabob, and to give 
him their anfwers accordingly ; that they 
may receive from the government’s offi- 
cers, the account of any Ioffes they fey 
they have fuftained, by the violence of 
the Englilh agents and gomaftahs, upon 
their being properly authenticated ; and 
again affure the Nabob, that for what- 
ever appears to be juft, he (hall receive 
full fatisfadtion. On the further fubjedt 
of the Governor’s letter, the Board are 
of opinion, that their utmoft endeavors 
have been already ufed to prevent the 
country’s being involved in troubles, or 
their employers engaged in an expen- 
five war : that they can now leave it only 
to time to fatisfy them, whether thefe 
endeavors will prove effedtual. That the 
circumftance of a peace in Europe, and 
the fuppofition drawn from thence, that 
the French will obtain their refettletnents 

here. 
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here, is rather a ftrong reafon, why we 
fhould employ the mod fpirited methods, 
to become immediately allured of the 
Nabob’s intentions and difpofition to- 
wards us, and not delay time in a fruitlefs 
negotiation. That with regard to the 
laft paragraph of the Governor’s letter, 
referred to the judgment of major A- 
dams ; the major, with the reft of the 
members, think it unneceffary to fend 
further inftrudtions to Patna, than thofe 
contained in the letter of yefterday to 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay, and whereof a 
copy was tranfmitted to that factory. 

On the 1 3th we received a letter from 
Melf. Amyatt and Hay, giving a very 
different account of the Nabob’s difpo- 
fition, from that contained in Mr. Amy- 
att’s letter to me, received four days be- 
fore. They advifed now, that “ the 
“ arms ftill continued under feizure. 
** That all converfation with the Nabob, 
“ upon bufinefs, was at a ftand. That 
“ the Nabob, buoyed up with the no- 
** tion of his own ftrength, fhewed, by 

« all 
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51 all his a&ions, that he was refolved 
“ on a rupture, which they now looked 
“ upon as unavoidable; and therefore, 
“ wiflied us to remove them out of his 
“ power as foon as pofiible.” In an- 
fwer, we recommended to them, to tem- 
porize in any manner they could, to get 
themfelves out of the Nabob’s hands, in 
cafe they Hill judged a rupture unavoid- 
able, and that he defigned to detain them. 
On the 17th, we received a letter from 
the fame gentlemen, which confirmed 
their former fentiments ; and the fame 
day, the following letters were received 
from Mr. Ellis, which brought the 
profpedt of war but nearer to our view, 
and left the Board nothing now to do^ 
but approve of his meafures, and wait 
the iffue. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis to the 
Governor and Council. Dated June 5, 

J 7 6 3* 

“ f I 'HE Nabob, whofe brain it ever 
*■> teeming with inventions, to dif- 
trefs, and render us fubfervient to his 
Vol. III. T tyranny. 
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tyranny, has now hit upon a method of 
doing it very effectually, by inveigling 
away our leepoys. His emiffaries, em- 
ployed on this fervice, promife to the 
private men double the pay we give, 
advancing them one month ; and to the 
officers, a promotion in rank : and fo well 
hath his fcheme fucceeded, that we have 
loft 200 men fince the firft inftant ; a- 
mongft whom are many officers, and the 
remainder old feepoys, perfectly verfed 
in our dilcipline. 

It is now near four months, that we 
have been in a moft perplexing ftate of 
fufpence, juft between the bounds of peace 
and war, with the government here ; and 
during that time, have patiently borne the 
many infults daily offered us ; infomuch, 
that our people begin to think, and with 
fome appearance of reafon, that we can- 
not do ourfelves juftice ; which is ano- 
ther motive for their going over to the 
Nabob. 

T His, gentlemen, merits your moft fe- 
rious and immediate confideration ; for I 
do affure you, if we remain much longer 


in 



'TranfaStiom iti Bengal. 275 

in the fituatiort we have been in for fome 
time paft, there Will not be 500 old fee- 
poys left in the two battalions here (which 
I can fafely fay, Were inferior to none in 
the fervice) and the unhappy confequences 
that may attend our acting with a parcel 
of raw, undifciplined people, againft 
thole whom we have taught to be fol- 
diers, are fufficiently obvious. 

The Nabob* in order to bring every 
force againft us, which it is poffible to 
colled!, has made up matters with Corn- 
gar Cawn, and put him in poffeffion of 
the country he before held. The feepoys, 
who were ftationed there, to the num- 
ber of about 1 000, arrived here this day.** 

Copy of a Lett gp from Mr . Ellis to the 
Governor and Council. Dated June 6, 

*763* 

“ ^\UR feepoys ftill continuing to 
^ defert in great numbers, I have 
judged it moft expedient, and for the 
good of the fervice, to order the whole 
party to hold themfelves in readinefs to 
T 2 march 
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march at a moment’s warning, and have 
.thereby entitled them toBatta. 

This is the only means of putting a 
flop to the defertion ; and if it has the 
defired effect, will be well worth the 
expence.” 

The next day, we received two more 
letters from Meff. Amyatt and Hay, con- 
taining an account of an affront offered 
to fome of the gentlemen of their com- 
pany, by the Nabob’s chokies; and men- 
tioning, that the Nabob Hill infilled on 
the removal of our troops from Patna, 
and fatisfailion for his grievances ; that 
parties of horfe were flationed all round 
them to prevent their efcape ; and 5000 
men were detached to Bengal ; with other 
circumflances, confirming their opinion 
that the Nabob would not treat. 

, It appearing to the Board, that there 
was the flrongefl reafon to apprehend our 
difputes with the Nabob would end in a 
rupture, it was thought neceffary to form 
a plan for the conduit of the war, when- 
ever it fhould break out. 


The 
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The following difpofition was refol- 
ved upon accordingly ; with which Melf. 
Amyatt and Hay were acquainted, and 
again directed to leave Mongheer as 
they could. 

Extrafi of Confultation of June 18, 1763. 
Prefent M^Vanfittart, Adams, Bil- 
lers, Cartier, Haftings, Marriott and 
Watts. 

“ TT is agreed, in order to form a 
front for the protedtion of the 
Company’s aurungs and lands, to fecure 
' their inveftment and revenues in the beft 
manner poffible, and to endeavor to col- 
lect what we can from the other pro- 
vinces, to anfwer the expence of the 
war, that our troops be immediately 
prepared for taking port, according to 
the following difpofition. 

Captain Knox, with his detach- 
ment, in the province of Beerboom ; a 
detachment of 200 of the Company’s 
troops, and 300 feepoys, in the province 
of Nuddeea or Kiflnagur ; the body of 
the army from Gherettee, at Coffimbu- 
T 3 zar j 
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zarj to poflefs themfelves of the city of 
Mborfhedabad. That in this difpofition, 
the troops fhall march as nearly as pof- 
fible in a line, fo as to be able to fupport 
each other, and the whole to aft under 
* the orders of ipajor Adams. 

The diftance of captain Knox’s pre- 
ientftationat Jellafore being confiderable. 
Agreed, That whilft the other pre- 
parations are making, he be direfted to 
t march toMidnapoor, and there wait with 
his party in readinefs for moving, until 
he fliall receive our further orders, leaving 
behind him one company of feepoys and 
two or three gunners, to defend the pod: 
at Jellafore.” 

• As there was now fo great an appear- 
ance of an approaching rupture, it was 
judged neceffary to come to feme certain 
refolution with refpeft to the govern- 
ment of the country on fuch an event. 
Suppoling the removal of Meer Coffim 
from the fubadarree fhould be the iffue ; 
. likewife, with refpeft to the precautions 
which fliould be taken, for reinaburfing 

to 
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to the Company the expence of the im- 
pending war ; and to private merchants, 
the Ioffes which they might fuftain in 
their concerns in the country. On thefe 
points the feveral members were to come 
prepared with their opinions, to the next 
meeting, which was held accordingly on 
the 20th, and the following are their 
opinions.” 

ExtraSI of Confutation ©/"June 20, 1763. 
Prefent M^Vanfittart, Adams, Billers, 
Cartier, Haftings, Marriott and Watts. 

Mr. Watts’* Opinion. 

“ TVyffR. Watts is of opinion, that 
fhould a rupture be unavoida- 
ble, the beft method would be taking 
of the government into our own hands, 
on account of the Company ; but as the 
keeping of it, and the fettling it proper- 
ly, will require a large force, he thinks 
it at prefent impracticable, and that the 
attempting it would be running a rifk of 
involving the country in a fcene of war, 
which, with our prefect force, we could 
not foon put a ftop to. He therefore 
T 4 judges. 
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judges, that the raoft advifeable method 
will be the fixing upon a proper perfon 
who has fome influence in the country ; 
but that before we declare him, a treaty 
ought to be made, and every precaution 
taken to prevent any difputes hereafter, 
which will be unavoidable, if the limits 
of each party’s power are not fixed, as 
alfo the liberties of our trade fettled. 
Thefe two points require much confider- 
ation, and as each party mull give up 
fomething to the other, he begs leave to 
defer giving his further fentiments* at 

The perfon who lhall be appointed, 
fhould pay to the Company the charges 
that may attend the war; but as it can- 
not be expected he will, or it may fo 
happen that he will not have ready mo- 
ney to anfwer this, and the many other 
demands he will have on him, at arriving 
to the government; and the preffing him 
for the payment might give uneafinefs ; 
he thinks a grant of certain lands might 
be given the Company for ever ; and he 
would prefer the following, as they may- 
be 
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be maintained with a very little expence, 
are almoft fecure againft any invafion, 
and are thofe in which the greateft part 
of the Company’s goods are manufactur- 
ed j all the lands bounded on the weft, 
by the Hoogly river ; on the north, by 
the Jillinguy river ; on the eaft, by the 
Puddaj and on the fouth, by the fea. 

All lands and cities which lie be- 
tween the fouth bank of the Magna, or 
any other great river to the northward of 
the city of Dacca and the fea ; and as 
far eaft, as that river may run. 

H e alfo thinks, that the perfon fixed 
upon, fhould make reftitution for all pri- 
vate Ioffes. 

Mr. Marriott’.? Opinion. 

In regard to the fettling the country, 
in cafe of a rupture with the Nabob, and 
the removal of him from the fubahfhip, 
which now appears unavoidable ; the firft 
difpofition that occurs, is the taking the 
country into our own hands, calling our- 
felves Dewan for the King, and apply- 
ing to him accordingly for funnuds, pro- 
mifing and paying him his annual reve- 
nues. 
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nues, for the provinces of Bengal, Bahar 
and OrilTa, as former Nabobs ufed to do, 
and which latter ones have never done. 
This difpofition, however, is liable to 
many objections, and at prelent impracti- 
cable, as our whole force is very inef- 
ficient, to keep poffeffion of fuch a traCt 
of country. 

The next method that occurs, is the 
fixing on another man as Nabob, who 
may be more under our direction than the 
prefent. For there appears no medium 
can be obferved ; we muft either govern 
him, or he will us ; and we muft fub- 
mit to have affairs upon the footing they 
were in Serajah Dowla's time, if fuch a 
ftep is not followed. 

If putting another Subah in the go- 
vernment is approved, the next thing to 
be confidered, i§ the perfon proper for 
this purpofe ; and being unacquainted 
with any of the prefent Nabob’s Jemmat- 
dars, or other men of family in the coun- 
try, I can think of no one but the late 
Nabob, whofe chief caufe for refigning 
the Subahlhip being then removed, he 

would 
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would take the weight of government a- 
gain on himfelf, and agree to what we 
might propofe, which I think need only 
be the demands now made upon Coffim 
Allee Cawn, with a flipulation of the 
number of troops he fhould keep up, and 
alfo of the number of ours he fhould have 
about his perfon. 

With regard to the reimburfing the 
Company, for the expences of the war, a 
calculation fhould be made of them, as 
nearaspoffible, andfuch a fumrequiredfor 
the payment, either in money, or in the 
revenues of a traCt of lands, held and col- 
lected by the Company, till fuch fum 
was difcharged. It fhould likewife be fli- 
pulated, that the perfon promoted fhould 
make good the Ioffes private perfons may 
fuflain on this occafion ; but the necefla- 
ry amount cannot be determined on at pre- 
fent j and that he fhould make a gratuity 
in money to the military for their fervices. 
Many objections I am fenfible may be 
flarted againft reinftating the old Nabob ; 
one, our Honorable Matters approved of 
the late change ; but yet, if their noble 

acquifitions 
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acquifitions are continued to them, and 
tranquility redored in the country, I flat- 
ter myfelf they will not object to the 
name of Meer Jafher Allee, whofe natu- 
ral refentment againd us may be chang- 
ed! and if it (houldnot, it may be curbed, 
by keeping always fome of our troops 
with him. The late Nabob’s weak ca- 
pacity, that was made an argument a- 
gainft him, I think would, confident 
with good politics, rather plead in his 
iavor, as it certainly can never be the 
Company’s intereft to have an enterpriz- 
ing Nabob, for the Subah of thefe pro- 
vinces j it being fo natural for a man, in 
that ftation, to endeavor at all rates to 
render himfelf independent. 

Mr. Haftings’r. Opinion. 

Whatever be the event of a war 
with the Nabob, which I yet hope may 
be avoided, as I have ever declared againft 
all the meafures that have led to it, I 
might well decline giving my opinion, 
with refpedt to the fitted: edablidiment 
to take place upon the fubverfion of the 
prefent. But I mud confefs this a point 

of 
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of fuch difficulty, that I muft of neceffity 
leave it to abilities fuperior to my own, 
to point out fuch a provifion as may ferve 
both to remedy the divifions, and prevent 
the bloodffied, which fuch a change will 
introduce in the country, and to pre- 
ferve the Englifh name, and the Compa- 
ny from finking with the weight of their 
own acquifitions. Thefe confequences 
I think unavoidable, tho’ there is little 
likelihood that our difpute with the Na- 
bob will be of long duration, or give us 
much trouble. 

For reimburfing the Company’s ex- 
pences, and the lofs which their trade, 
as well as that of private merchants may 
fuftain, in the courfe of the war, care 
Ihould be taken to affign a proper and li- 
mited fund for that purpofe, which may 
be determined upon, whenever the plan 
is fixed for the operations of the war. 

Mr. Cartier’r Opinion. 

The keeping of this immenfe trad 
of country for the ufe and fervice of the 
Honorable Company, would lead us into 
fuch a fcene of difficulties, as we ffiould 

not 
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not eafily get over j nor do I think the 
civil or military body, on this eftablifli- 
ment, fufficiently large for the manage- 
ment and protection of the fame, which 
would be the means of giving birth to 
endlefswars and oppreffions, and produce 
difaffeCtions among the natives ; thefe,a- 
mong other reafons that might be urged, 
are fufficient with me to difapprove a ftep 
of this nature but a war being in my 
opinion now unavoidable, it becomes ne- 
ceflary to consider what meafuresare moft 
likely to bring it to a fpeedy conclufion* 
as well as thofe which may tend to fup- 
port us in its duration. It is therefore, 
in my opinion, abfolutely neceffary we 
aim to form, or fix an alliance with fuch 
officers, as may be in or out of employ, 
under the prefent government, whofe 
influence or credit might be of real fer- 
vice j and that we immediately declare 
in favor of fome perfon, as Subah of this 
province, whofe intereft in it might facili- 
tate the method of gaining over thefe of- 
ficers. The reftoring of Meer Jaffier Al- 
lee Cawn to his former dignity, would 

be 
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be the moft likely means of effecting thofe 
ends, and in all human probability moft 
agreeable to the country. It would fur- 
thermore be doing an adt of juftice to a 
man, who, in my opinion, never injur- 
ed us. 

Tho’ I declare in favor of Meer Jaf- 
fier Allee Cawn, I think we ought to 
regulate certain matters with him, as 
might tend to a folid eftablifhment of his 
government, and preferve out own influ- 
ence ; which, if not abufed, the reftric- 
tions we mayfubje&him to, will, I hope, 
be confidered as a method beft adapted to 
continue a lafting peace in the country. 
The reftridtions are as follows. 

First, That his ftanding army ihould 
not exceed 5000 effective horfe,andi 0,000 
gunmens and this body to be diftributed 
on the different frontiers of his country. 
That his conftant refidence be at Moor- 
fhedabad, and that no more than 500 horfe, 
and 2000 gunmen, do take poft there. 
Mongheer to be evacuated by the court 
of his Excellency, and to be garrifoned 
as a fort. That a corps of 250 Europe- 
ans, 
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ans, and a battalion of feepoys, be always 
in cantonments at Coffimbuzar, for the 
protection of his Excellency’s perfon, in 
cafe of nece fifty. 

Secondly, That a treaty, previous to 
-the operations of our army, fhould be 
fettled with the Nabob, on the above 
points ; likewife, as to the grant of jag- 
heer funnuds, for the three provinces of 
Burdwan, Midnapoor and Chittagong; 
the fettling of our trade, on the footing 
we demand it to be on, till the pleafure 
of the Company is known ; and a ra- 


tification of the reft of the feveral de- 
mands made on Cofiim Allee Cawn, 
which we may think indifpenfably necef- 
fary to ftick to. That the expences of 
the war be defrayed by the Nabob, and 
indemnification for all real Ioffes that may 
be fuftained by private perfons of this fet- 
tlement, in the courfe of the war, and 
fincethecommencement of thefe difputes, 
if owing to them ; the capture of what- 


ever treafure may be made from the pre- 
fer Nabob, to belong to Meer Jaffier, 
to enable him to anfwer the above dif- 


burfements. 
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burfements, and to make a gratification 
to the troops of his Majefty, and thofe 
of the Company. 

Mr. Billers’i Opinion. 

Mr. Billers gives it as his opinion, 
that (if the prefent Nabob, in confe-* 
quence of a war is removed from the fu- 
bahfhip) a perfon of influence fhould be 
put in pofleflion of the government ; for, 
on a declaration of fuch our intention, it 
is to be imagined many of the zemindars, 
that are difafledted with the prefent Su- 
bah, would declare themfelves in our fa- 
vor. He would have fuch perfon put un- 
der proper reftridtions ; likewife thofe 
funnuds for the lands, now called tun- 
caws, changed in to jagheeree funnuds, 
and confirmed by him as fuch ; and the 
feveral remaining articles infilled on from 
the prefent Nabob, ratified by him. That 
he fhould be obliged to hold his court at 
Moorfhedabad, and evacuate Mongheer, 
and only look upon it as a frontier town, 
and guard it as fuch j he fhould be allow- 
ed a proper number of troops to guard 
the three provinces, and colledt his re- 

Vol. Ill; U venues. 
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venues, which number fhould be fettled 
by, the Governor and Council, and li- 
mited fo, as to put it out of his power to 
hurt the Englifh. He fhould be put in 
pofleffion of all the treafure that may be 
foundin Mongheer •, and fuch riches as may 
belong to the prefent Nabob. For reim- 
burfing the expences of tjie Company, 
and Ioffes fuftained by private people, he 
fhould be obliged to allow a certain fum, 
which may be hereafter ftipulated. 

I f he {Mr. Billers) is called upon to 
nominate a man, he thinks the former 
Nabob, Meer Jaffier Allee Cawn, in every 
refpeft, a very proper perfon. 

H e is further of opinion, that a pro- 
per recompence fhould be made, both to 
theKing’s and Company’s troops, for put- 
ting the perfon fixed upon in full pofleffion 
of the government. 

Major Adams’j Opinion. 

If it fhould be deemed neceffary to 
remove the Nabob, in confequence of a 
war, I think it will be requifite to fet 
fome perfon up in oppofition to him, 
whofe influence in the country may draw 

to 
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to his, and our affiftance, many of the 
Nabob’s officers. As I am not acquaint- 
ed with either the influence or abilities of 
the principal men of the country, I beg 
to refer to the fentime nts of the other gen- 
tlemen at the Board, whofe perfonal ac- 
quaintance with them, and knowledge 
of their characters, enables them to judge 
who would he the propereffperfon to treat 
with, on an affair of fuch importance. 

The perfon nominated ffiould,I think 
be laid under fuch reftridtions, as to ren- 
der him incapable of difturbing the trade 
or tranquility of the country, and oblige 
him toreimburfe the Company the whole 
.expence of the war, and fatisfy the pri- 
vate merchants for the Ioffes they may 
fuftain ; but that no ftep ffiould be taken 
in the affair, until the Board have re- 
ceived anfwers to their letters, writ- 
ten to Meff. Amyatt and Hay on the 9th 
and 10th inftant. 

The Prejident's Opinion. 

Altho’ fome of the demands made 
upon the Nabob, and which have occa- 
fioned his prefent ill difpofition, are fuch, 
U 2 as 
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as I have always difapproved and thought 
unjuft, and fuch as the Company’s in- 
terests are no ways concerned in ; yet, I 
hoped, and believed the Nabob would 
have acquiefced therein, and waited with 
patience, till an anfwer could be receiv- 
ed from the Court of Directors. But as 
he is fo rafh and ill-advifed, as to com- 
mit adts of violence againfl us, of fuch a 
nature, as portend a total rupture, I lhall 
ufe all diligence in forwarding the necef- 
fary preparations for fuch an event ; and 
notwithftanding my difapprobation of 
the Heps, by which this war is likely to 
be brought on, at a time, when the 
Company’s bufinefs meets with no inter- 
ruption; yet, whenhoftilities do unavoid- 
ably commence, no one will be more for- 
ward in promoting fuch vigorous mea- 
fures, as feem moil conducive to bring 
it to a fpeedy iffue. 

While fuch meafures are purfuing, 
and we are in a date of war, I Shall think 
it my duty to remain here ; but as foon 
as I fee our Honorable Mailers affairs re- 
flored to a Hate of fecurity and tranqui- 
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lity, I am determined to quit the chair, 
as I will never be concerned in a fecond 
regulation of the government of thefe 
provinces, after the depofing of Coffim 
Allee Cawn, which I fuppofe to be the 
intent of the war, and, in all human pro- 
bability, will be fpeedily accompliffied. 

I was one of a Board of Select Com- 
mittee, who, in the month of Septem- 
ber, 1760, determined on the treaty with 
Coffim Allee Cawn, which foon after 
brought him to the Nizamut. Altho’ 
our refolutions were unanimous, fome 
members, who were at that time not in 
Bengal, raifed afterwards abundance of 
objections, were not fparing of reproach- 
es againft the members who were pre- 
fent, and fome even declared, they thought 
the faid treaty not binding upon them. 
A ftrong oppofition was formed hereup- 
on, and every opportunity has fince been 
taken, of aggravating difputes with the 
Nabob ; by which means, jealoufies and 
fufpicions have been nourished, until 
they are grown into the Hate, in which 
we now fee them. 

U 3 


Thus 
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Thus experienced, itis notfurprizing, 
that I ihould be unwilling to give my 
vote for any particular perfon, to fuc- 
ceed Coffim Allee Cawn, or to enter into 
a difcuffion of the Company’s right to 
nominate to fuch fucceffion, upon which 
fome doubts may arife •, for altho’ they 
may con trad: with the neareft heir, to 
fupport his pretenfions, which was the 
nature of our engagement with Coffini 
Allee Cawn, it does not follow, that 
they have a right to proceed to a new 
appointment, in cafe there be no heir of 
the fame family. But as it is my defign, 
that my government fhall expire as foon 
as Coffim Allee is depofed, and the tran- 
quility of the country reftored, it is 
more for our Honorable Mailers benefit, 
and the welfare of the province, that all 
queftions relative to the fucceffion, be 
decided by thoie who will remain here 
to fupport the perfon, in whofe favor 
they may turn. 

• Whatever may be therefolutions of 
the Board, I fhall do my utmofl: to pro- 
mote their fuccefsful execution, as long 


as 
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as I remain in the chair ; and the perfon 
who may be treated with, I think, fhould 
engage to pay the Company fuch a fum, 
as may be ftipulated for the expences of 
the war ; as iikewife fuch further fum, 
as fliall be agreed upon for the indemni- 
fication of the Ioffes, which the mer- 
chants, living under our protection, will 
unavoidably fuffer in their concerns in the 
country.” 

After thefe opinions had been read, 
and much debate paffed on the fubjeCt at 
the Board, it was refolved, that the mem- 
bers (hould take time till the next meet- 
ing, to determine on a matter of fuch im- 
portance. 

On the 2 3d, arrived the following let- 
ter from Meff. Amyatt and Hay to the 
Board. Dated June 14* 1763. 

“ TT appears to us from the Nabob’s 
difpofition of his forces, both by 
his ftrengtheningthe detachments towards 
Beerboom and Moorfhedabad, and his 
Ordering to be affembled at Patna his 
troops from the Mey country, and other 
U 4 places 



296 A Narrative of the 

places to the weflward, and from what 
he has dropped in converfation, that 
he deflgns to attack, at the fame time, 
both Burdwan, and our forces at Patna, 
in hopes of fubduing them before they 
can be fuccoured. He continues to treat 
us with the greatefl flight, and we almoft 
daily meet with infults from his people- 
We have thought it neceffary to write 
you the above, and to forward you a du- 
plicate of the cypher, the receipt of 
which you have not yet acknowledged, as 
we are doubtful what the event may be, 
on our delivering the Governor’s letter 
to his Excellency to-morrow, efpecially 
as we have received fo little prote&ion 
from him for our people, fince we have 
been here j and he feems to have fo high 
an opinion of his own force, which, we 
imagine, he is led to by the Armenian, 
who is his foie minifter, and we believe 
the only perfon that influences him to a 
rupture. The laft time we were with 
the Nabob, he told us, that peace or war 
depended on the removing our troops 

from 
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from Patna, which, if we complied with, 
he would then talk on bufinefs. 

Our gentlemen were again flopped 
this morning at the fame chokey, and 
carried prifoners to the Nabob through 
his armyj the Nabob has been pleafed 
to fay, he has confined the people, and 
will give us fatisfadlion for this. 

A Note in Cypher. 

We delivered the Governor’s letter to 
the Nabob this morning ; on receiving 
which, he immediately declared there 
was war ; but told us, we might wait till 
we received the Governor’s and Council’s 
orders, and fend him under.our hands 
and feals the amount of them, when in 
cafe they did not order down our troops 
from Patna, he would fend us paflports 
to go to Calcutta ; but that he would 
detain Mr. Hay for fecurity that his 
aumils, and the people in our hands, be 
delivered up. 

W e conclude, that the Nabob’s view 
in this, is principally to fecure the fafety 
of Petrus ; we therefore recommend the •'? 
immediate fecuring of that man, as Mr. 

Hay’s 
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Hay’s only fecurity, who has agreed to 
remain with the Nabob. ?> 

The precaution, which they recom- 
mended with refpeX to Coja Petrus, was 
accordingly obferved j tho’ I had fufficieftt 
reafon to believe their furmifegrOundlefs, 
fince the Nabob’s declared pretence for 
detaining Mr. Hay, was the moft natural 
conflruXion that could be put upon that 
aXion ; and had he flopped here, the 
itriXeft juftice could hardly have con- 
demned him for it, after the provocation 
which we had given, and the example 
which we had afforded him ; but I fhall 
forbear any further reflexions for the 
prefent on this fubjeX, and haflen to the 
conclufion. 

«w - — * * 

The next letter brought a fhort 
glimpfe of hope, and made me imagine, 
that the Nabob, having tried the effeXs 
of a long oppofition, and dreading the 
confequences of a war, was now refol- 
yed to confent to peace upon any condi- 
tions. This letter was as follows. 


Copy 
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Copy of n httter from Mejf. Amyatt and 
Hay to the Board. Dated June ig; 1763. 

“ /"T^HlS evening, Rajah Nobit Roy 
A has been with us to inform us, 
that his Excellency confents to releafe 
the boats of arms immediately, and will 
treat without perfifling in his prelimi- 
nary demand of removing the troops from 
Patna j and we have accordingly agreed 
to wait upon him to-morrow.” 

The flattering profpeA which this 
letter had opened, vanifhed almoft in the 
inftant of its firft exigence, and was fuc- 
ceeded by flying reports of troubles al- 
ready commenced at Patna, which, tho’ 
impoflible to be traced to any credible 
authority, and told with improbable and 
contradi&ory circumftances, yet left no 
doubt, that foms extraordinary and cala- 
mitous event nad given rife to them. 
What added to the credit of thefe ru- 
mours was, that we had not heard from 
Patna for fome days. And on the 30th 
of the month we were informed, by a 
letter from the gentlemen at Coflirabu- 

zar. 
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zar, that our dauks had been made pri- 
foners by the fougedar of Rajemahl, and 
the letters feized, by which our commu- 
nication with Patna and Mongheer was 
flopped. 

In the mean time, I received two let- 
ters, in a very different flyle, from the 
Nabob, one on the 26th, and the other 
on the 29th of June. I fhall enter both, 
and leave it to the reader to make the ob- 
vious comments on the pacific difpofition, 
which the N abob plainly fhe wed to the lafl, 
till driven to the neceffity of Handing on 
his defence, by the actual hoflilities be- 
gun by our factory at Patna. 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated June 19, 1763. 

“ T Have received your kind letter 
with pleafure ; you write, that you 
have read the lift of demands, prefented 
by Mr. Amyatt, with my anfwer to each 
article ; that it is furprifing that not one 
of them have been confented to, and that 
I repeatedly write for the removal of the 
troops from Patna j and that you and 

Mr. 



¥ ranfaSiions in Benga l . 301 

Mr. Amyatt never wrote to me that arms 
were not difpatched to that place, but 
that the forces which are already there 
want mufkets. That I had flopped fix 
boats loaded with mufkets, and taken 
from the Company’s gomaflah at Bahar 
2000 maunds of falt-petre. That 4 or 
500 mufkets, or 2000 maunds of falt- 
petre, were no great matter to either of 
us ; but by fuch unprofitable actions, 

I rendered entirely ufelefs and ineffec- 
tual, all your endeavors and fludy to 
preferve peace and union between us. 
That from all thefe circumflances you 
fuppofed, that I was refolved upon a rup- 
ture s if fo, that I fhould write it plain- 
ly. That I might be affured, that unlefs 
I releafed the boats and arms, there 
would be an end to all our friendfhip 
and peace, and to all concerns between 
us. Sir, in my reply to each article of 
the demands, what have I anfwered con - 
trary to the treaty, or not conformable 
to juflice, or what bufinefs of yours have 
I put a flop to ? W rite me any inflance 
that I may know it. From the profef- 

fions 
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lions of you, gentlemen, and my own 
confidence in you, I allured myfelf, that 
the troops at Patna were for my fervice, 
and for that reafon I fent for them. I 
now underftand, that they are kept at 
Fatna for the defence, and the bufinefs 
of the factory, and for my grievance and 
detriment. Had I known as much be- 
fore, I fhould not have fent for them ; 
nor had I any other reafon for defiring 
their removal from Patna, but that Mr. 
Ellis is my profefisd enemy; and for 
thefe two years has created difturbances, 
leaving unattempted no means to ruin 
my affairs. For this reafon, if you think 
it proper to keep up forces at Patna, and 
that the boats of arms fhould be releafed, 
it is fit that you fhould appoint Mr. A- 
myatt, or Mr. M‘Gwire, or Mr. Haf- 
tings, whichfoever of thefe gentlemen 
yotr approve of, to the chiefship of Pat- 
na, and remove Mr. Ellis from that 
place. By this means, good order will 
be introduced into both Our affairs ; but 
if you, gentlemen, are refblved at all e- 
vents upon a rupture, write me fo plainly. 

Whoever 
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Whoever wrote you, gentlemen, 
that I had feized your falt-petre, Wrote 
an absolute falfhood, and with a wicked 
defign. It is true, that 4 or 500 mufkets, 
are no great matter to you ; nevertheless, 
they would be of ufe to me, in the ap- 
pearance which they would have with 
the zemindars, and the common people of 
this country. If you will oblige me, by 
granting this flight favor, I may at 
length reap this benefit (be it great or 
fmall) in three years, front the influence 
of the Company, and the kindnefs of you, 
gentlemen. The amount of their price 
I wjll pay j if you will not give them, 
you are mafters of your own goods. You 
ought to confider well, from what quar- 
ter war and difcord fhew themfelves. 
For inftance, the Englifh Council has fent 
ftrift orders to all the gomaftahs of their 
factories, that upon any fault being com- 
mitted, by any of the officers of the fir- 
car, they (hall, without acquainting me, 
or my naibs, or aumils, chaftize him, 
and carry him away a prifoner. And 
tho’ I had difmifled Mahomed Ahee 

from 
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from my fervice, and fent for him, when 
he had waited a few days to prepare his 
accounts, and was upon the point of fet- 
ting out for this place, your people feized 
and carried him to Calcutta ; and befides 
this, they haveimprifoned feveral others 
of the officers of the fircar. 

It is needlefs to write, what dilgrace 
they have thrown upon my affairs. Had 
I refufed to puniffi them upon conviction 
of their faults, yet, in that cafe, it would 
not have been juft to quarrel with my of- 
ficers. Whatever claims or feizures, or 
war, or force were to be made, ought 
to have fallen upon me. After fo op- 
probrious an aCt, fo oppofite to the rules 
of friendffiip, what room was there left 
for mutual confidence ? To your demand 
that I fhould write plainly, whether my 
defigns are for war ? I declare to you 
plainly, that I upon no account do de- 
fire a war with you, gentlemen ; nor do 
I interrupt either ■ the Company’s trade ? 
or your foreign commerce. But you, 
gentlemen, letting on foot once or twice 
every year, a new treaty, enter into rie- 
f ' gotiatidns. 
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gotiations, and infift on an anfwer to 
your own liking 3 by this you leave me 
without remedy. Whatever is to be 
done, delay not. If I have done any 
thing contrary to the old treaty, acquaint 
me^vfthit. You have taken Burdwan, 
and the other countries, for defraying 
the expences of the Englifh army ; and 
in the old treaty you have written, that 
' your army fhall attend me 3 and now, 
when I defire you to remove your forces 
from Patna, and fuffer them to, attend 
me, you make excufes and denials. This 
is foreign from juft ice. With relpedt to 
Mr. Ellis, how {hall I fpeak, or how fhall 
I write what quarrels he has made with 
my people from the beginning, and how 
he has injured my affairs ? Now, he is 
every day making preparations againft 
*Meer Mahomed Mehdee Cawn, and 
making a {hew of his forces before him, . 
and is ready to attack him. In this cafe, 

I and my people are without remedy. It 
is a duty on every man to defend his 
own honor. 

Vol. III. X P. S. 


* Naib of Patna. 



306 A Narrative of the 

P. S. Sir, concerning what you have 
wrote of Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn’s 
monthly allowance, you know, that at 
this time, I have not an aumil in any 
,place, and that the revenues of the fircar 
are at a Hand. As foon as the aumils 
are gone into their Nations, I will with- 
out fail difeharge it.” 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 

Governor. Dated June 22, 1763. 

** T Have already acquainted you fully 
and repeatedly with the affairs of 
ihis place, and you will have underftood 
the whole. At this time, upon the 
receipt of your letter, in which you in- 
fill on the releafe of the boats laden with 
mufkets, I have complied with your de- 
fire, and releafed the boats with the 
mufkets. But Meflf. Amyatt and Hay 
have given me this plain anfwer, they 
have received an order of the Council, 
which is, that the troops at Patna fhall 
never be removed, as you will obferve 
by the letter written to me by thole 
gentlemen, of which I fend you a copy. 

As 
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As to the particulars of Mr. Ellis, 
what fhall l write ? Daily he is Peeking 
occafion to quarrel with Meer Mahomed 
Mehdee Cawn Behader ; and now, by 
what I can learn, that gentleman is bent 
upon the defign of aflaulting the fort of 
Patna. To this purpofe, I have juft 
received an arzee from Meer Mahomed 
Mehdee Cawn Behader, with -a paper of 
news of that quarter. I opened them in 
the prefence of MefT. Amyatt and Hay j 
a copy of each I fend you inclofed in this 
letter for your perufal ; and from them you 
will have a clear view of all particulars f 
and in the fame manner, theEnglifh fee- 
poys are committingall manner of violence 
and hostilities in the perganah of Bahf- 
bund. A letter upon this fubjedt, which 
I received from Mahfing, the aumil of 
that quarter, I have fhewn to the laid 
gentlemen, and now fend a copy of it 
like wife to yon, for your information. 

By your friendlhip and kindnefs my 
affairs have been brought to this pals. 
The meaneft perfon that exifts, could ne- 
ver have fubmitted to ufe fo great a for- 
X 2 bearance ; 
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bearance j and that I have forborn lo 
long, was owing to this only, that your 
reputation might not fuffer with your 
mailers. I now leave you to your own 
concerns. Since Mr. Ellis has proceed- 
ed to fuch lengths, as to prepare ladders 
and platforms, in order to take the fort 
of Patna j now you may take whatever 
meafures you think bell for the interells 
of the Company, and your own. I re- 
peatedly wrote to you to releafe me from 
this bufinefs, and appoint another, but 
you did not even reply to me on this 
fubjeCt. Since the chiefs of the facto- 
ries are llretching out their hands againft 
my honor and reputation, I and my peo- 
ple are in every refpeCt without remedy, 
nor is it in my power to ufe any longer 
forbearance. 

P. S. Sir, lince the receipt of the 
former arzee from Meer Mahomed 
Mehdee Cawn Behader, another arzee, 
with a paper of news, is arrived ; the 
fubllance of it is, that the Englilh are 
throwing down the houles at Baukipore, 

and 
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arid expelling the tenants, in order to 
make entrenchments. 

When the zemindar of that placewent 
to Mr. Carftairs *, to reprefent this af- 
fair to him, that gentleman paid no re- 
gard to him. 

I send you a copy of the arzee, and 
the paper of news.” 

Copy of a Letter from Meer Mahomed 
Mehdee Cawn Behader to the Nabob. 

“ T Have continually reprefented to 
A your Excellency, that the chief of 
the fadtory at Patna is bent upon a rup- 
ture $ and your Excellency, in anfwer to 
my arzees, continually informs me, that 
a peace will fliortly be concluded, and 
the Englifh troops withdrawn from Pat- 
na. I have fent repeated reprefentations 
of the ftate of this place ; and that that 
gentleman was refolved upon a rupture, 
infomuch, that he has even made plat- 
forms and ladders , for fcaling the walls 
of the fort. One day, he made them 
ready for this defign, and was near the 
X 3 walls, 

* Commanding officer of the detachment. 
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walls, when a ftorm of wind and rain 
came on, and caufed him to defer it. 
This is our ftate ; but your Excellency 
neither fends us afly reinforcements, nor 
gives me any orders to fight ; what then 
am I to do, fitting inactive ? Since the 
feepoys of Bengal have gained an ill 
name, for their treachery to former Na- 
zims, it is not in my power to bring my- 
felf to fo much forbearance and want of 
fpirit. If that chief is determined on a 
quarrel, I will put up with no more in- 
ful ts, but will fight with him. 

P. S. On the 5th of the moon, the 
hircarras of the lircar delivered me a 
paper of news, which I fend, for your 
Excellency’s information, inclofed. 

Copy of the Paper of Ne^vs. 

I have repeatedly informed your Ex- 
cellency of the difturbances committed 
by Mr. Ellis. This is the prefent Hate; 
the difturbances created by the faid gen- 
tleman daily increafe ; his feepoys come 
clofe to the fort, and give ill-language 
to the people of the fort ; and fay to 
them, “what do youdofitting in the fort? 

“ Why 
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“ Why do you not come out into the 
“ plain, that we may cut your heads off?'* 
In this manner they ufe infulting expref- 
lions ; and that gentleman has alfomade 
platforms, and high ladders for fcaling 
the walls. One day, with this defign* 
he approached the fort, when a ftorm of 
wind and rain came on, and caufed him 
to defer it. I daily write to you what 
pafles, but your Excellency takes no 
meafures for redreffing thefe diforders ; 
and Meer Mahomed Mehdee Cawn Be- 
hader will not fight without your orders. 

Second Paper of News . 

T o the weft of Moorlidur's gardens 
dwelt many tenants; Mr. M'Leod* tur- 
ned them out, pulled their houfes down, 
and threw them upon the intrenchments, 
where builders are at work. The 'ze- 
mindar of the place, taking the tenants 
with him, carried them before captain 
Carftairs, and complained ; but receiving 
no anfwer, was forced to retuiti with the 
tenants to his own houfe.” 

X 4 Copy 

* One of the officers vf the detachment. 
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Copy of a Letter from Mahfing, Aumil 
of Bahrbund, to the Nabob. 

“ T Have before reprefented the par- 
ticulars of the affault made by 
Dearam, the Englifh gomaftah, with a 
body of 500 feepoys, &c. at the lafl pahr 
of the night, on the cutcherree of the 
perganah of Bahrbund. At this time 
about 700 Europeans and feepoys are 
* arrived at Cheelmarree in the faid perga- 
nah, have plundered the merchants and 
tenants, and making their way to the 
cutcherree, early in the morning they at- 
tacked my pefhkar, in Rannee Gunge^ 
they killed and wounded about 15 of my 
peons, &c. and committed great ravages. 
Though they are now returned to Dacca, 
yet they will not defift from their hoftile 
intentions. Thefe difturbances, repeated- 
ly caufed by the Englifh, have entirely 
ruined the perganah. The tenants arc m 
fled, the revenues are entirely at a Hand, 
and the lands are wafle'j added to thefe 
damages, the tuncaw of the Rangamet- 
tee fougedar has fuffered j and yoiir Ex- 
cellency can well judge in what manner 

the 
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the balances are to be recovered, and 
the new collections made, amidft thefe 
diforders. As the pail difturbances have 
made it neceKIary to entertain a few horfe 
and foot, for the protection of my honor, 
and I have been obliged to borrow mo- 
ney to pay them two months pay, I 
requeft, that a perwannah may be grant- 
ed me for a tuncaw.” 

The advices tranfmitted to the Na- 
bob, by his officer at Patna, of Mr. El- 
lis’s intention to attack the city, agree- 
ing with the general report which had 
prevailed for fome days, it was no longer 
doubted that hoftilities had begun at that 
place j and therefore, on the 2d of July, 
orders were given for the army to march 
from Gherettee. Some days before, a 
letter was difpatched to meet Mr. Amy- 
att, directing him to leave his efcort at 
Coffimbuzar, which would fufficiently 
fecure that factory till the army reached it. 

It is argued by many, that the army 
ffiould have marched fooner ; but if it 
be confidered, that the march of the 

army 
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army would have been regarded by the 
Nabob, and all the country, as a certain 
declaration of war, it would have been 
improper, while we had any hopes from 
the negotiation ; and after that hope was 
nearly loft, it would have been impru- 
dent to move the army, until our depu- 
ties had received their difmifiion, leaft it 
fliould put them in danger of being de- 
tained with their efcort. All the necef- 
fary preparations were made to infure, as 
far as the nature of war will admit, the 
fuccefs of our arms in cale of a rupture 5 
and if the Patna detachment had not 
been loft by their own diforderly beha- 
vior, the troubles would fcarce have 
fpread into Bengal. 

On the 4th arrived the following note 
in cypher from Mr. Amyatt, directed to 
Mr. Ellis, but brought by miftake to 
Calcutta, inftead of another of the feme 
tenor, addrefted to the Board. 

. “We are made prifoners, as far as 
“ feizing our boats, and furrounding of 
* f us can make us. The boats of arms 
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*5 were ftoppedafew miles from hence*. 
«.* Mongheer June, 21, 1763.” 

The hircarra that brought the note 
reported, that being flopped and de- 
tained 

* This was the lift of Mr. Amyatt’s letters from 
Mongheer, that reached us before the war was de- 
clared ; but major Adams finding fome of his papers 
at Moorfhedabad, fent me a copy from his letter- 
book of a letter of the 2. ad of June. This giving 
fome further account of the footing on which he 
parted with the Nabob, I have thought proper to 
infert it. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Amyatt to Mr. Ellis, 
dated Mongheer, the %zi of June, extracted 
from his Letter-Book j where is a Memorandum i 
that ho wrote a Letter of the fame Tenor to Mr. 
Van fit tart. 

S I R, 

From the Nabob’s a&ions, two nights ago, we 
were effe&ually made prifoners, furrounded by a bo- 
dy of horfc all night, and our boats feized. That 
day in the morning we defired Nobit Roy to tell the 
Nabob, as we were ordered to return, we could 
not, nor would not ftay, therefore defired per- 
wannahs and duftucks for our free paffage ; and 
if he did not give them, we would go without. 
In the evening Nobit Roy informed us, the boats, 
with arms foould be releafed j upon which we af- 
fured him, we would not think of going, but with 

the 
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detained a little on this fide of Mon g- 
heer, by the Nabob’s chokeys, he learn- 
ed, that Mr. Amyatt was gone to Patna, 
and that our forces had attacked and taken 
the city. 

Though we could not depend upon 
this news, yet there was great reafon to 
think it true ; and from this moment I 
was to enter on a new part. Hitherto I 
had regarded the Nabob as the injured 
party ; and his cqndudt from his accef- 
■ fion to the fubahfliip, to the opening of 

our 

the Nabob’s confent. Notwithftanding this, he, that 
night, took the above precautions to flop us, not 
trufting our words. T o-day all our boats weregiven us 
back again, and theNabob has promifed to difmifs us 
the day after to-morrow; for we declared to him, 

• we could not think of treating with him as affairs 
are now lituatcd, we prifoners, and he fending 
reinforcements to Patna, nor could we anfwer for 
the confequence, when all this intelligence reached 
you and the gentlemen in Calcutta. The boats 
with the arms- are cleared from the chokey at Su- 
~ rygarrah, and gone on, but there are many more 
chokeys for them to pafs I believe. Thus matters 
fland at prefent, which I think neceflary to inform 
you of, TheNabob has given us affurances of our 
perfons and honor being fafe, as far as words will 
allow. I am. Sic. ' 
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our laft difputes, and even to the prefent 
period as irreproachable, excepting a very 
few inftances eafily to be accounted for, 
by the diftrefs and defpair to which he 
was driven. I confidered myfelf as the 
inftrument of his advancement, and that 
he placed his entire dependence on me, 
to iupport him in it, whilft he obferved 
the conditions of the treaty ; and as more 
elpecially concerned to preferve the fecu- 
rity of the Company’s interefls, and the 
tranquility of the country, upon the efta- 
blifhment which I had fo principal a 
fhare in forming, and which the Court 
of Directors had approved, and ordered 
me to fupport. Therefore* in all our 
difputes, I had placed myfelf between 
the Nabob, and the rage of his oppo- 
nents, till the flame grew too violent to 
be extinguifhed, and threatened our own 
pofleffions. But juftice muA now give 
place to neceffity, and I muff take the 
part which my ftation required, in re- 
pelling the evils to which the Company 
and the nation were expofed. 

These motives had induced me to 

form 
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form the refolution which I had before 
publicly declared, in a minute already 
noticed of the 20th of June, to remain 
in the chair, and affift in all the opera- 
tionsof the war, until it fhould be brought 
to a final iflfue, leaving it to the other 
members of the Council to form a-' new 
j>lan of government, in which I was de- 
termined to have no concern. This re- 
folution I now repeated to the Board in 
the following minute j believing, from 
tise hircarra’s report, that Mr. Amyatt, 
who was the next in fucceffion to the 
chair, was now at Patna. 

Copy of the Governor's Minute in Confu- 
tation of the \tb of July, 1763. 

** T Think it certain from the ftoppage 
of our letters, the intelligence of 
Ae hircarra and other reports, that hof- 
tilities have begun at Patna, and that the 
breach with theNabob is irreparable. The 
arm y under, the command of major A- 
dams fhould therefore march on towards 
Mongheer, with all expedition, to ft- 
pure the Company’s poflefiions, And 

bring 
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bring the war to a fpeedy ifiiie ; altho’ 
I am quite of opinion, as I always have 
been, that it would be begun, continued 
and ended, by our forces at Patna. For 
the reft, as it is my refolution for the 
reafons mentioned, in my minute of the 
20th of June, to quit the government as 
foon as the war is fo far determined, as 
that the Company’s fettlements and pof- 
feffions run no rifk, and which I doubt 
not will be the cafe before the month of 
September. I ftiall be glad that Mr. A- 
myatt, who we have reafon to hope is 
fafe at Patna, was directed to return to 
Calcutta, by that time to receive from 
me the charge of the government, with 
the papers and inftru&ions thereunto be- 
longing.” 

The minutes entered in confultation 
of the 20th of June, regarding the plan? 
for fettling the government, in cafe of the 
removal of CofEm Allee Cawn from the 
fubahftiip, were now read again at the 
Board, in order to come to feme conclufton 
upon the point ; and the opinions of ma- 
jor 
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jor Carnac and Mr. Batfon, which had 
not been taken with the reft, were now 
delivered in, in the following terms. 

Major Carnac’j Opinion. 

Tho’ major Carnac entirely difapprov- 
ed of the revolution in favor of Coffim 
Allee Cawn, and did not deem the au- 
thority, by which it was effected, as 
fufficient, from a conviction, if the whole 
Council had been confulted, the majo- 
rity would have been againft it ; yet, 
from the moment we had the advice of 
our Employers having acquiefced therein, 
it became our common duty to fupport 
to the utmoft the new Nazim, fo long 
as our rights and privileges were not 
infringed by him ; and the major can 
fafely aver, no perfon at the Board is 
more -truly concerned than himfelf, at 
the meafures we are under the neceffity 
of taking. 

The Nabob Coflim Allee Cawn has 
for forne time paft fhewn fuch an indif- 
polition towards us, as would render it 
the height of folly to place any confi- 
dence in him; and however inclined the 

Board 
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Board have (hewn themfelves (by their 
long forbearance, and fending deputies) 
to the eftablifhment of a mutual friend- 
Ihip, he has by his late adts abfolutely put ’ 
it out of our power, confiftently with ho- 
nor, to come to an accommodation with 
him. We {hall therefore be juftified to 
the Company and the world, in exerting 
our endeavors for the reftoration of Meer 
Jaffier, an atonement which major Car- 
nac looks upon as due to him, for the 
injuftice he thinks was done him inde- 
pofing him ; and he is of opinion, he 
Ihould be proclaimed at Calcutta, and 
taken up with major Adams to Moor- 
{hedabad, and there placed upon the 
mufnud. That a manifeftofhould be pub- 
lifhed, fetting forth the reafons for the 
change of government j and there is no 
doubt, but as Meer Jaffier, from the con- 
fideration in which he has for many years 
been held, muft have a number of friends; 
feveral of the moft confiderable perfons. * 
in the country will flock to his ftandard. 
Major Carnac begs leave to fubmit to the 
Board the terms, which, in his opinion, 
Vol.III. Y ffiould 
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fliould be made the ground-work of a 
treaty, to be concluded between us and 
Meer Jaffier. 

T he confirmation of the ceffion of the 
three provinces of Burdwan, Midnapoor 
and Chittagong, with this alteration, 
that they be now made over to us in 
property, inftead of their revenues only 
being afligned to us, as is the cafe at 
prefent. 

An univerfal freedomof trade to be al- 
lowed us, and the other privileges which 
the deputies were commiffioned to demand 
of Coffim Allee Cawn. The defraying 
the expences of the war, and a full in- 
demnification to be made to the private 
fufferers, as well as to the public, for 
all Ioffes fuftained. Tq enable Meer Jaf- 
fier to do fo immediately, the treafure of 
Coffim Allee Cawn, if laid hold of, to 
Ik put into his hands ; but in cafe of 
failure herein, the revenues of the Nu- 
deea province to be mortgaged to us, till 
every body is reimburfed. The farm of 
the Poorneea felt-petre ta he given, ta 
the Company. 


The 
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The evil confequence of fuffering an 
overgrowth of power in a Nabob, be- 
ing but too apparent, he ftiould in fu- 
ture be limited in the number of his 
forces, fo as to be obliged to have his 
main dependence upon thofe of the Eng- 
lilh ; the principal of our troops fliould 
therefore be ilationed at Burrumpoor, 
where there is a piece of ground already 
marked out and given to us ; proper 
cantonments may be eredted, and when-* 
ever he has occafion for their fervices, 
they may be ready. This difpofition 
Will preferve our military, it being a very 
healthy fpot ; whereas they have fatal- 
ly experienced (the two lail feafons par- 
ticularly) the unhealthinefs of Calcutta. 

Mr. BatfonV Opinion. 

The Nabob Coffim Allee Cawri has 
plainly manifefted by his general con- 
duct, fince he has been raifed to the fu- 
bahdarree, and more particularly by the 
feveral adts of hoftility, to which he has 
lately proceeded, that he has the molt 
inveterate enmity againft usj and that his 
defign is to extirpate us entirely out of 

. y 2 his 
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his country, if ever it fhould be in his 
power. The delays already procured by 
the gentlemen, who have fo ftrenuoufly 
fupported his caufe, have fubjedted our 
affairs to great dangers and inconvenien- 
cies, and brought on us fome difgraces- 
I am of opinion, therefore, that to keep 
terms with Meer Coffim any longer, or 
attempt any accommodation with him, 
is highly detrimental to the interefts of 
our Company and nation •, and I propofe, 
that we reinftate the old Nabob in his 
government, of which he has been un- 
juilly deprived ; hereby I think we fhall 
attain the defirable end, of eflablifhing 
the Company’s affairs on a folid founda- 
tion, and clear ourfelves of the imputa- 
tion of a breach of faith, which, tho’ 
really due to a faction amongft us, has 
thro’ this been caff on the nation in ge- 
neral.” 

The majority of opinions agreeing in 
the appointment of another perfon to 
the fubahfhip, this point came the next 
under confederation, and the choice of 

the 
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the Board fell of courfe upon Jaffier Al- 
lee Cawn ; Mr. Haftings and myfelf re- 
maining neuter upon the oecafion ; and 
it was accordingly refolved, that he 
fhould be reftored to the Nizamut. The 
next day we received two letters from 
Mr. Amyatt, the firft dated from Seep- 
gunge, the 25th of June, advifing us, 
“ that from all the Nabob’s actions, he 
te and Mr. Hay both judged, that he 
“ intended war, and that he would at- 
“ tack our troops at Patna. That four 
“ days before, an Armenian commander, 
** with a ftrong reinforcement of horfe, 
** foot and cannon, went to Patna ; and 
“ that the Armenians folely managed 
“ him, and urged the difputes.” The 
laft dated from Sootee, the 30th of June, 
advifing us, that the Nabob had given 
him a paflport, and fent a man with him, 
to cpndudt him and his party fafe to Cal- 
cutta. We were accordingly in expec- 
tation of feeing him, when we received a 
letter from the fadtory at Cofiimbuzar, 
informing us, that as he was pafiing the 
city of Moorfliedabad, he was attacked 

y 3 b y 
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by the Nabob’s forces. Mr. Amyatt 
himfelf, and fome other gentlemen, kill- 
ed, and the reft made prifoners. 


SECTION XIII. 

The new Treaty with Meer Jaffier, War 
with Meer Coffim, and the Maflacre 
at Patna. 

’The Proclamation of Meer Jaffier, and 

Declaration of War. Meer Cof- 

fim’r Letter , confirming the Report of 

our Defeat at Patna. Coffimbu- 

zar Failory furrounded.—— Minutes 
in Council of Mr. Yanfittart, and 
Mr. Haftings, containing their Rea - 
fons for figning the Atls in favor of 
Meer Jaffier.—' — Propofed Articles ef 
Agreement with Meer Jaffier. A De- 
putation of the Board fent to him with 

the Articles. Minutes in Council of 

Mr. Vanfittart and Mr. Haftings, up- 
on the SubjeSl of the propofed Articles. 

Preliminary Demands delivered by 

Meer Jaffier to the Deputies. — Debates 
and Refolutions thereupon . — Remarks on 

this 
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this SuhjeB. — Meer Jaffier ’.r ObjeSlions 
to the Articles. — The ObjeSlions admit- 
ted. — Treaty with Meer Jaffier. — Fur- 
ther Demands of Meer Jaffier — Agreed 
to. — Letter from Meer Coffim to Ma- 
jor Adams, threatening to cut off the 
Prifoners in his Hands. — Mr. Vanfit- 
tart’r Letter to Meer Coffim on that 
SubjeSl. — Major Adams’r Anfwer to 
Meer Coffim. — The Maffacre perpe- 
trated. — Letter from Mr. Fullerton to 
the Board, giving an Account of this 
Catafrophe , and of his Efcape. 

> 

T HIS unexpected attack, which we 
judged for certain to be a confe- 
quence of haftilities, begun at Patna, 
being the next day confirmed by fome 
of the gentlemen’s fervants, and one or 
two foldiers of the party, who had efca- 
ped the fate of the reft, determined the 
Board, immediately to declare war againft 
Coffim Allee\Cawn ; and the Nabob 
Jaffier Allee Cawn having confented to 
take upon him the government, the 
following declaration of war againft Cof- 
Y 4 fim 
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fim Allee Cawn, and of the reftoration 
of Jaffier Allee Cawn, was drawn up, 
figned by the members of the Council, 
and publicly read thro’ the town, copies 
thereof being difperfed amongft the ze- 
mindars, and other principal people of 
the country. 

Copy of the Proclamation of the Nabob 
Meer Jaffier. 

** 1 1 MdE Nabob Meer Mahomed Cof- 
A fim Allee Cawn, having enter- 
ed upon, and committed ads of open 
hoftility againft the Engliffi nation, and 
the intereft of the Englilh united Eaft 
India Company ; we, on their behalf, 
are reduced to the neceffity of declaring 
war againft him ; and having come to a* 
refolution of placing the Nabob Meer 
MaHomed Jaffier Cawn Behader again 
in the government; we now proclaim 
and acknowledge him as Subahdar of the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orifta : 
and further, as the faid Coffim Allee 
Cawn, has like wife exercifed ads of vi- 
olence and oppreffions over many of the 

principal 
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principal merchants and inhabitants of 
the country to their entire ruin, we do 
hereby require all manner of perfons un- 
der our jurifdidtion, and alfo invite all 
other officers and inhabitants of the 
country, to repair to the ftandard of 
Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn Behader, 
to affift him in defeating the defigns of 
the faid Coffim Allee Cawn, and finally 
eftablifhing himfelf in the fubahdarree. 

Given in Council at Fort William, 
the 7th day of July 1763, under our 
hands, and the feal of the faid United 
Eaft India Company.” 

Whilst the Board were fitting, the 
following letter arrived from Meer Cof- 
fim, and confirmed what we had for fome 
days apprehended, the news of the de- 
feat of our detachment at Patna. The 
particulars of this difafter, with the other 
operations of the war, are fufficiently 
known let it here fuffice to obferve, that 
the city was furprized and taken with- 
out refiftance, by our troops, in the night 
of the 24th of June j and by their dif- 

orderly 
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orderly behavior afterwards, whilft they 
were difperfed, and latent only on plun- 
der, was retaken by a handful of the 
Nabob’s people, the next day at noon j 
after which lofs, the gentlemen of tile 
factory, with the fcattered remains of 
the army, retired a-crofs the river, and 
were there all deftroyed or taken prifoners. 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob Coffin* 
AUee Cawn to the Governor. Dated 
June 28, 1763. 

“ T N my heart I believed Mr. Ellis to 
be my inveterate enemy, but from 
his actions, I now find he was inwardly 
my friend, as appear^ by this ftep, which 
he has added to the others. Like a night 
robber he affaulted the Kella of Patna ; 
robbed and plundered the bazar, and all 
the merchants and inhabitants of the 
city, ravaging an.d flaying from the 
morning, to the third pahr (afternoon.) 
When I requeued of you 2 or 300 muf- 
kets laden in boats, you would not con- 
fent to k. This unhappy man, in con- 
fequence of his inward frkndfbip, fa- 
vored 
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vered me in this fray and (laughter, 
with all the mufkets and cannon of his 
army, and is himfelf relieved and eafcd 
from his burthen. Since it was never 
defire to injure the affairs of the 
Company, what ever lofs may have been 
occafioned by this unhappy man to ray- 
felf, in this tumult, I pafs over: but 
you, gentlemen, muft anfwer for any in- 
jury, which the Company’s affairs have 
fuffered ; and fince you have unjuftly and 
cruelly ravaged the city, and deftroyed 
the people, and plundered effe&s to the 
value of lacks of rupees ; it becomes the 
juftice of the Company to make repara- 
tion to the poor, as formerly was done 
for Calcutta. You, gentlemen, are won- 
derful friends ; having made a treaty, to 
which you pledged the name of Jefus 
Chrift you took from me a country, to 
pay the expences of your army, with the 
condition, that your troops fhould al- 
ways attend me, and promote my affairs. 
In effed, you keep up a force for my dc- 
ftru&ion ; fince, from their handy fuch; 
events have proceeded, I am entirely of 

opinion. 
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opinion, that the Company fhould favor 
me in caufing to be delivered to me the 
rents for three years of my country. Be- 
fides this, for the violences and oppref- 
lions exercifed by the Englifh gomaftahs 
for feveral years, pads, in the territories 
of the Nizamut, and the large fums ex- 
torted, and the Ioffes occafioned by them, 
it is proper and juft that the Company 
make reftitution at this time. This is 
all the trouble you need take ; in the 
fame manner as you took Burdwan and 
the other lands, you muft favor me in 
refigning them.” 

This was followed by a note from the 
gentlemen at Coflimbuzar, dated the 
night of the 4th of July, informing us, 
that the factory was furrounded by a nu- 
merous force, and that they expected an 
attack the next morning. 

The Nabob’s letter putting, it out of 
all doubt, that our troops at Patna, which 
confided of a great part of our force, 
were entirely defeated, and the war be- 
coming thereby more ferious than had 

been 
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been expected; that no appearance of 
difunion amongft ourfelves might hurt 
the public fervice, I now refolved to fet 
my name to the declaration of war, and 
the treaty with Meer Jaffier, in which T 
had before declared my intention to have 
no {hare. This I accordingly did, having 
firft explained the motives for this change 
in my condudt, in the following minute, 
delivered in the confultation of the 8th 
of July. 

‘ The Prefident’j Minute. 

“ The Prefident (fenlible that it will be 
more for the public fervice, we fhould 
appear unanimous in every meafure now 
entered upon, for profecuting the war a- 
gainft Coffim Allee Cawn with the ut- 
moft vigor, and fupporting the alliance 
with Jaffier Allee Cawn, to re-eftabliffi 
him in the government •, and particular- 
ly, that it will be a fatisfadtion to the 
Nabob Jaffier Allee Cawn) confents to 
fign the proclamation, and all other 
public deeds, which {hall be made in 
confequence now recording once for all, 
* that he does not mean hereby to preju- 
dice 
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dice his former declarations and opinions, 
entered on the confutations.” 

In the fame fentiments, I was joined 
by Mr. Haftings (the only member who 
had oppofed the claims of the reft of the 
Board upon the Nabob, and the proceed- 
ings which brought on the war) in the 
following minute. 

Mr. Haftings’j Minute. 

“ It is long fince I forboded that our 
difputes with the Nabob would termi- 
nate in an open rupture; but as from the 
ill opinion which I had of his ftrength, 
I expected that our contention with him 
would be of a very fhort duration, nor 
otherwife affedt the interefts of the Com- 
pany, than in the future ill eonfequen- 
ces of a broken and difordered ftate ; and 
as I had not the lame tie upon me with 
the Prefident, in relpeft to any military 
charge, it was my refoltttion, as loon as 
a war Ihould be declared, to refign the 
Company’s fervice ; being unwilling, on 
the one hand, to join in giving authority 
to paftmeafures, of which I difapproved; 

and 
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and to a new eftabliihment, which I 
judged detrimental to the honor and in- 
tereils of the Company : and apprehen- 
five, on the other, that my continuance 
at the Board, might ferve only to preju- 
dice, rather than advance the good of 
the fervice, in keeping alive, by my pre- 
fence, the difputes which have fo long 
difturbed our Councils, and retarding 
the public bufinefs by continual diflents 
and protefts. But fince our late melan- 
choly advices, give us reafon to appre- 
hend a dangerous and troublefome war j 
and from the unparallelled ails of bar- 
barity and treachery, with which it has 
opened on the part of the Nabob, it be- 
comes the duty of every British fubjeifc 
to unite in the fupport of the common 
caufe, it is my intention to join my en- 
deavors for the good of the fervice, not 
only as long as the war {hall laft, but as 
long as the troubles confequent from it 
may endanger either the Company’s af- 
fairs, or the fafety of this colony. On 
the fame principle, and to remove every 
* appearance of difunion among# ourfelves, 

I will 
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I will freely fet my hand to the declara- 
tion publifhed by the Board, though I 
ftill abide by the fentiments which I have 
all along expreffed, of the meafures 
taken in the courfe of all our difputes 
with the Nabob, hereby confirming all 
that I have declared in my former pro- 
tefts and minutes, which ftand upon re- 
cord in our confultatians.” 

I shall go back to relate the pro- 
ceedings of the Board, in forming the 
new treaty of alliance with Jaffier Allee 
Cawn. A committee having been ap- 
pointed to draw up the articles of this 
treaty, delivered in their propofals, in 
the confultation of the 6 th of July, as 
follows. 

Articles of the Treaty with Meer Jaffier 
Allee Cawn. 

“ First, To confirm to the Company 
the ceffion of the provinces of Burdwan,' 
Midnapoor and Chittagong, made by 
Meer Coffi m, either by j agheeree, funnuds, 
or fuch deeds as may fecure the property 
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of them,' in the ftrongeft manner, to the 
Company for ever. 

Secondly, To ratify and confirm to 
the Englifh, the privilege granted by 
their Firmaun, and feveral hufbulhook- 
ums, of carrying on their trade by means 
of their own dufluck, free from all du- 
ties, taxes and impofitions, ih all parts 
of the country, excepting the article of 
fait, on which, according to a refolution 
already taken, we agree to pay a duty of 
two and a half per cent, on the Rowana 
or Hoogly market price. 

Thirdly, That he do grant to the 
Company, the exclufive right of purcha- 
fing the falt-petre of the province of 
Poorneea j that he do alfo grant to them, 
for the fpace of five years, the foie pri- 
vilege of making chunam, in the pro- 
vince of Silhett j half whereof fhall be 
delivered to the fougedar there, for theN a- 
bob’s ufe, at the rate which the prime 
coft and charges may amount to. 

Fourthly,. That the troops of the 
Englifh army fhall always be ready to 
be employed in the fervice of the Na- ^ 
Vol, III. Z bob. 
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bob, for the fupport of his government, 
and the defence of his country $ the Na- 
bob on his part {hall agree, that he 
will maintain in bis pay, no greater num- 
ber of troops than 6000 horfe, and 1 2000 
effective foot, for the protection of his 
frontiers, and collection of hi6 revenues. 

Fifthly, That wherever he {hall 
think proper to fix his court, he {hall 
agree to a body of our forces being al- 
ways cantoned near his perfon, for the 
fecurity thereof, and protection of his 
government ; and that a Company’s fer- 
vant {hall refide at his court, to tranfact 
any affairs between the Company and the 
government. 

Sixthly, That the late perwannahs 
iffued out by Coflim Allee Cawn, grant- 
ing to all merchants the exemption of all 
duties far the fpace of two years, {hall be 
reverfed and called in, as they are detri- 
mental to the revenues of the govern- 
ment, and highly deftrucSive of the im- 
munities enjoyed by the Company from 
their Firmaun. 

m Seventhly, That the Nabob {hall 

engage 
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engage to eaufe the rupees coined in Cal- 
cutta, tp pafs in every refpe& throughout 
his government without any dedudtion, 
equally' the fame with the rupees ftruck 
in his own mint. 

Eighthly, That he fhall defray all 
the expences and lofs accruing to the 
Company from the war, and ftoppage of 
their inveftment, and reimburfe to all 
private perfons, the amount of the au- 
thenticated Ioffes, which they may fuf- 
tain in their trade in the country. 

Ninthly, That for the former pur- 
pofe, he fhall give thirty lacks qf rupees ; 
for the latter, ten lacks of rupees. 

Tenthly, That the mod: authentic ac- 
count of thefe Ioffes fhall be laid before 
a committee of the Board ; and that all 
fums of money, which may exceed the 
lofles fuftained by the Company and pri- 
vate perfons, fhall be faithfully reflored 
to the Nabob. 

Eleventhly, That whatever trea- 
fare or effects may be feized at Mon- 
gheer or elfewhere, belonging to Coflim 
AUee Cawn, the Nabob fhall be put in ^ 
Z 2 poffeffion 
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pofleffion of, to enable him to make 
good the ftipulations in the ninth article. 

Twelfthly, That if we fhould not 
be fo fortunate as to feize Coffim Allee 
Cawn’s treafure and effects, the Nabob 
fhall aflign over the revenues of certain 
landsformakinggood the fums ftipulated. 

Thirteenthly, That the treaty en- 
tered into between the Nabob and the 
Dutch, in the year 1760, to which we, 
by the defire of both parties, figned as 
guarantees, (hall, after his reftoration to 
the government, be renewed ; and with 
regard to the French, he fhall engage, 
that when they come to re-eftablifh 
themfelves in Bengal, they fhall not be 
permitted to build forts, or keep up any 
forces, or hold any territories whatever, 
exclufive of their trading factories.” 

I shall add iwhat followed in the 
words of the confultation. 

“ The foregoing articles, the com- 
mittee are of Opinion, may be included 
in a public treaty to be ratified between 
us and the Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier 
; • Allee 



TranfaBions in Bengal. 341 

Allee Cawn Behader, and would fur- 
ther recommend, that a method be fet- 
tled with him for determining fuch dis- 
putes in trade, as may arife between the 
Englifh agents and gomaftahs, in the 
different parts of the country, and the 
officers of the government. 

Agreed, that major Adams, major 
Carnac, and MefT. Batfon and Cartier, 
be appointed a deputation to wait on the 
Nabob Meer Jaffier, to acquaint him 
with our refolution in his favor, and the 
fubftanceof thefe articles, and report his 
anfwer to the Board j and if he fhould 
accept of the government, on the terms 
therein contained, to recommend to him 
to ufe his intereft in gaining over fuch of 
the country people, as may be attached to 
his caufe, and particularly to appoint 
proper officers for collefting the reve- 
nues of the provinces, which lie at hand 
for us to take immediate poffeffion of. 

The Prefident’r Minute. 

The Prefident on this occafion mi- 
nutes, that having already declared he 
fhould not be a party to this or any other 
*- Z 3 treaty, 4 
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treaty, which might be made with die 
country powers, he remained neuter to 
the queftion, with refpedt to the propriety 
of the articles propofed ; yet, as his opi- 
nion has been afked upon them, he de- 
clares, that he can fee no objection to 
any of the articles, excepting the fecond, 
which he has already given his opinion, 
extends the privileges of our private 
trade beyond the true intent and mean- 
ing of our Firmaun, beyond what is 
confident with die Englifh reputation in 
the country, and with a good under- 
ft an ding with the Nabob; and this with- 
out any benefit to the Company. Fur- 
ther, that he does not at prefent recol- 
lect any thing to be added to the articles, 
whichismaterialto theCompany’sfervice. 

Mr. Hastings’s opinion being like- 
wife required on the articles, he deliver- 
ed it in writing as follows. 

Mr. H airings’/ Minute. 

I declare my difient from the trea- 
ty propofed to Meer Jaffier, and think, 
that if his reftoration to his juft rights 
be the point aimed at in it, there is a 

mant- 
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manifest injultice and Ihconfiftency, in 
exacting his compliance with new terms* 
not mentioned in the original agreement 
with him i notwithftanding, as my opi- 
nion upon the feveral articles now before 
the Board is required, 1 ftiall freely give 
it, but as a neutral member only, for 
the good of the Company, whole in? 
terefts may be effentially affe&ed by them. 

First, I agree materially with the 
firft article, but think, that the lands 
ihould be fully made over to the Com- 
pany by treaty, and not by jagheeree 
fttnnudsj the firft conveying a certain 
property, and the latter leaving them 
ftill dependent. 

Secondly, I difapprove of the fe- . 
cond article for the feafons ^iven by the 
Prefident. 

Thirdly, I think the monopoly of 
the Poornea falt-petre, an acquifition ve - 
ry trilling for the Company, and likely 
to diftrefe the Nabob greatly, by depri- 
ving him entirely of one of the principal 
neceffaries of life. 

Fourthly and Fifthly, To make the 
• - ' Z 4 Nabob 
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Nabob an ufeful ally; and not a meer 
' inftrument in the hands of the Company, 
for the exercife of their own power, it is 
my opinion, that a larger body of horfe 
njight be maintained by him, than the 
number to which if is propofed to limit 
him, tho’ that may ferve when he is at 
peace, and in no apprehenfion from an 
enemy ; but that the foot (an ufelefs and 
expensive rabble) be entirely excluded 
from his army, , and only a few kept up 
to be employed in. the colledtion of his 
revenues, where, only" they can be of 
fervice. 

For the real purpofes of war, he can 
need no other infantry than ours ; and 
his own army, confifting only of horfe, 
and uninctlflhbered by the diforderly 
crowd of Peons and Burgundafies, with 
their baggage and train following them, 
will be more under the command of their 
leader, and may a & with greater advan- 
tage in co nj undiion with bur forces. 

- Sixthly, Tho* I oppofed the demand 
made on the prefent Nabob, to reverfe 
the decree paffed by him for a free trade. 


as 
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as an encroachment oil his rights, and a 
breach of our own treaty j yet, I think 
it may with propriety be made an arti- 
cle in the new treaty, tho’ the ftriCt ex- 
ecution of fuch an drder, muft of neCef- 
fity be left to the Nabob’s own pleafure. 

Seventhly; I judge the Nabob’s or- 
der inefficient to enforce the currency 
of the Calcutta ficcas ; but it may with 
propriety be infifted on, as it may ferve 
as a juft pretence for regulating the coin 
of the country in general, when ever the 
Board may have leifure, in conjunction 
with the Nabob, to refume the fubjeCt ; 
and upon this, my opinion in few Words 
is, that the only effectual regulation to 
anfwer equally the purpofjfeof commerce 
and the revenues, would^w to ftrike off 
the batta entirely, on all rupees of the 
Bengal ftandard, and abolifh the perni- 
cious cuftom of lowering the value of 
rupees every year. 

The other articles appear to me very 
proper, nor do any other occur to me, 
that ought to be added to them. 


The 
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The gentlemen now withdrawing 
from the Board to wait on the Nabob ; 

Agreed, that we adjourn till the 
evening.” 


** At a Cmfultatio* of the Evening of 
July A 1763. 

Present 

TheHon. Hen, V anfittart, Efq; Prefident. 

Thomas Adams, Efq; 

John Caraac, Efq; 

William Bi}krs, Efq; 

John. Cartier, Efq; 

: W a*ren Hastings, E% 

Randolph Marriott, Efq; 

* Hugh Watts, Efq; 

The gentlemen, who waited as depu- 
ties on the 1 =abob, report to the Board, 
that they male known to him the reso- 
lution of Council in his favor, and endea- 
vored to give him a general knowledge of 
the articles which it is thought requisite 
he fhould agree to, as alio of the other 
circumft antes which were recommend- 
ed fey the Board. To the whole, he in 
general terms replied, that he affented to 
reforne the government; but that before 
he would determine on particulars, or 

enter 
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enter upon bufinefs, be defired to have 
delivered to him a copy of the articles in 
the Perfian language, and that we would 
comply with the two following requeftsi 
Fir ft, To fecure the^erfon of Coja Pe- 
trus, and have him taken up with the 
army, as he may be made the means of 
carrying on a correfpondence with his 
brother.* Secondly, To permit him to 
take into his fervice Nundcoomar, as his 
muttafeddee, toaffift him in commencing 
and carrying on the bufinefs. 

It being neceflary therefore, that the 
Board fhould determine immediately on 
thefe requefts, for the benefit of forward- 
ing the bufinefs with the Nabob, their 
opinions, with regard to Nundcoomar, 
were fitft collefted as folktws. 

The Prejident’s Opinion . 

With refpe€k to the appointment of 
Nundcoomar foe the Nabob’s muttafed-^ 
dee, the Prefident defires his opinion may 
be minuted, that from the knowledge he 
has had of Nundcoomar fince he came to 
Bengal, he thinks him a dangerous man, 
axid not fit to be trufted ; but that he 

does 

I 
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does not think it is in his power to dif- 
fent from the Nabob’s taking whom he 
pleafes, or indeed, that it is neceflary, as 
he will * not be a party in the treaty. 

Mr. Watts V Opinion. 

Mr. Watts has no objedtions to the 
Nabob’s appointing Nundcoomar to be 
his muttafeddee. 

Mr. Marriott ’ j Opinion.' 

Mr. Marriott is of opinion with 
the Prefident, that Nundcoomar is not 
a man fit to be trufted, but that if the 
Nabob infifts upon it, he muft be allowed 
to appoint him. That he looks upon 
Roydoolub, in .many refpedts, as a more 
proper perlon, if thro’ the perfuafion of 
the gentlerr^n in the deputation, the 
Nabob could » be prevailed upon to ap- 
point him. 

Mr. Haftings\f Opinion. 

Mr. Hastings is of the fame opi- 
nion with the Prefident, in regard to 

Nund- 

* It is to be obferved, that this declaration was 
made the 6th of July— My refolution to fign -the 
proceedings with Meer Jaffier, was not till the 8th, 
^*h°’ * n the courfe of this narrative, it is firft men- 
tioned, page 333. 
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Nundcoomar’ s char after, but leaves it 
to the other gentlemen to take what 
.meafures they pleafe, for the fecurity of 
the future eftablilhment. 

Mr. Cartier’* Opinion. 

Mr. Cartier is of Mr. Watt’s o» 
pinion. 

Mr. Billers’* Opinion. 

Mr. Billers is of Mr. Marriott’s 
opinion. 

Major Camac’x Opinion. 

Major Carnac is of opinion, that 
Roydoolub would be a more proper per- 
lon, as having mpre influence in the 
country; and therefore thinks the gen- 
tlemen in the deputation fliould men- 
tion him to the Nabob; t>ut as he ap- 
prehends he (the Nabob) will ftill infill 
upon appointing Nundcoomar, that he 
cannot be refufed him. 

Major Adams’* Opinion. 

Major Adams has no knowledge 
himfelf of the intrigues of Nundcoomar, 
but from his general charafter, given 
him by gentlemen who know him better, 
he thinks, if the Nabob would dilpenfe 

with 
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with him, it would be more proper ; 
yet, if the neceffity of the times may 
make his fervices requifite to the Nabob, 
and he infills on appointing him, he 
thinks that we cannot refufe. 

Sum of the Opinions and Refobtions in 
Confequence. 

I t being thus refolved, that if the 
Nabob fiiould be Hill defirous of ap- 
pointing Nundcoomar his muttafeddee, 
it lhall be Admitted him. 


% 


Agree©, that Nundcoomar be ift 
fuch cafe releafed from his confinement*. 

Next, in refpeft to the Nabob’s re- 
queft, regarding Petrus. 


'Tbe Prefidentr Opinion. 

The Prefident is of opinion it naay be 
complied with, fo far as to fend him up 
with the army, but that he fiiould be 
under no reftraint ; becaufe he thinks the 
appearance of Petrus’s being employed 
by us, would be a means of fowiiig a 
jealonfy between the Nabob and Petrus’s 
* " brothers 

* He was in confinement, for having forwarded 
a Correspondence between the Shahzada and the 
Governor of Pondicherry during the French war. 



brother; and,' on thfc contrary, appre- 
hends that confinement, or any other fe- 
verity exercifed towards Petrus, from 
being reported to the Nabob with exag- 
gerations, as is always die cafe, might 
be the caufe of a worfe treatment to our 
gentlemen, who are in the Nabob’s hands. 
He thinks further, that Petrus, before 
he goes, fhould take the oath of allegi- 
ance to the King of Great Britain, and 
an oath of fidelity to the Company, in 
order to fubjed him more regularly .to 
our laws, in cafe of his failing in his du- 
ty. That we fhall have in our hands all 
the fecurity, which it is in a man’s pow- 
er to give ; namely, his wife and fami- 
ly, and houfes effeds, to a great a- 
mount ; and if he fhould refolve to for- 
feit all thefe, and perjure himfelf, leav- 
ing the army, and going over to the Na- 
bob, the Prefident laftly thinks, that 
it is not in his power to do us any pre- 
judice ; and therefore that by this method 
of treating him good may come, but 
no harm. 

Messieurs Watts, Marriott, Has- 
tings, 
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ings, Cartier and Biller^ 
opinion. 


Major Camac’j- Opinion. 

Major Carnac is very indifferent 
whether Petrus go with the army, or 
remain in Calcutta ; but thinks in either 
cafe, as he is of fo near a relation, as 
that of a brother to the perfon, who has 
the chief direction of the Nabob’s af- 
fairs, and therefore juftly to be fulpedt- 
ed of being a well~wi£ber to him, his per- 
fon ought to be fecured, to prevent his 
giving any intelligence of our prepara- 
tions ; and, moreover, the maj'or believes 
his detention may be ameansof engaging 
Coja Gregory to ufe his influence with 
his mafter, for the prgfervation of our 
gentlemen now in his power, for fear 
we fhould retaliate upon his brother. He 
does not think any fecurity can be given 
by Petrus, fufficient to juftify us in giv- 
ing him his liberty. As to his family, 

. tho left with us, he is convinced we will 


not hurt them; and with regard to what- 
ever effedts he may have at Calcutta, the 
Nabob can more than compenfete him 
for the lofs of them. Major 
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Major Adams’j Opinion. 

Major Adams thinks Petrus fhould 
go with the army, but that he fhould 
be put under proper reftraint. 

Refolution of the Board. 

It is therefore refolved, that Coja 
Petrus fhall be fent with the army, and 
that he fhall be under no reftraint ; but 
that major Adams be directed to keep 
fuch an eye over his aftions, and make 
fuch ufe of him, as he fhall judge necef- 
fary for the good of the fervice.” 

The arguments produced in the courfe 
of this debate, will fhew how far the 
public fervice was concerned in Nund- 
coomar’s advancement, and Petrus’s dis- 
grace. To me the propofal evidently 
appeared, as it probably will to the 
world, only as the firft difplay of the tri- 
umph of an unrelenting faction. I have 
already taken notice, in the courfe of 
this narrative, of the prejudices which 
were raifed againft Coja Petrus, and his 
brother Goorgheen Cawn, from the fa- 
vors fhewn by the Nabob to the latter, 

Vol. III. A a • who 



35+ ^ Narrative of tbt 

who was in his fervice, and derived from 
him to Coja Petrus. 

Many attempts had been made. to 
render Petrus obnoxious to our govern- 
ment j and he had probably differed the 
greateft difgraces, if not worfe confe- 
quences, had I not protected him, know- 
ing the afperfions thrown upon him to 
be utterly groundlefs, and the paffionate 
invectives againft Armenian infolence and 
authority, meer artifices to keep alive, 
the flame of party. Tho’ I was perfuad- 
ed, in my own mind, that it was the 
fame fpirit which dictated to the Nabob 
Meer Jaffier the propofal, yet as it was 
urged with the pretence of promoting 
the public fervice, I con fen ted to it, with 
the exception to his being kept a prifo- 
ner, and the majority of the members 
came into the fame opinion. 

As to Nundcoomar, he had hitherto 
made himfetf remarkable for nothing but 
a feditious and treacherous difpofition, 
which had led him to perpetrate the 
moft atrocious aCts againft our govern- 
ment, having been detected and convic- 
ted 
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ted by the voice of the whole Board, in 
encouraging and affifting' our enemies in 
their defigns againft Bengal j taking the 
opportunity of the indulgence granted 
him, of living in Calcutta, under the 
Company’s protection, to make himfelf 
the channel for carrying on a correlpon- 
dence between the Governor of Pondi- 
cherry, and the Shahzada then at war 
with us. During the fubahfhip of Jaffier 
Allee Cawn, he had diftinguilhed him-? 
felf by fomenting quarrels between him 
and the Prefidency. After the promo- 
tion of Coffim Allee Cawn, he became 
as aCtive, but with greater fuccefs, in in- - 
venting plots, and railing jealoufiesagainft 
him. This gave him an afcendency over 
fome of the members of the Board, and 
made him a party objeCt by which, and 
an unparallelled perfeverance, he was 
enabled to fet the whole community in 
a flame. Such was the man whom the 
Nabob chofe for the adminiftration of 
his aftairs, and whofe exaltation to this 
rank, he made a condition of his accep- 
tance of the fubahlhip. 

A a 2 


The 
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The articles of the treaty having been 
fent to the Nabob, were returned with 
the following alterations, which were a- 
greed to by the Board, for the reafons an- 
nexed. 

The Nabobs Objections to the Articles. 

** In article 2d, he objects to the 
words, “ that the three provinces (hall 
<( be inverted in the Company for ever,” 
alledging, that in fadt it is not material 
to the Company; as any future Nabob, 
who was inclined and able to difpute the 
Company’s pofleffions, might infift it was 
a ceflion which he had no right to make; 
* and that the fame might be objected to 
his prejudice by the King, if he comes 
to be eftabliflied at Delly ; and therefore 
defires the article may run as formerly, 
for defraying the expences of the Englifh 
army. 

In article 4th, he defires he may 
have half the produce of the Poorneea 
falt-petre, for the u(e of his own Sircar. 

I n article 6th, he increales the num- 
ber of his forces to 12,000 horfe, and 
1 2,000 foot, on account of the addition 
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of territory, by the reduction of Boud- 
gepoor and Betteea countries ; and adds, 
that in cafe of troubles, he may take 
more into his fervice, with the confent 
of the Governor and Council. 

I n article 7th, he refufes to flipulate, 
that a body of Englilh troops Ihould al- 
ways attend him, alledging, that it im- 
plied a fufpicion of his friendfhip, and 
good intentions towards us, would be 
extremely prejudicial to his, as well as 
our bufinefs ; and therefore infilled, that 
it Ihould Hand, that fuch a number of 
troops as he, at any time Ihould defire, 
Ihould be fent to attend him.” 

The fame, with his reafons affigned, 
were maturely confideredand debated on. 

Refolution of the Board. 

** The Board are unanimoully of opi- 
nion, that they Ihould be agreed to, be- 
caufe they think the three firft altera- 
tions which the Nabob has made, for the 
reafons given, are very juft j and that the 
other being an alteration which he pofi- 
tively refufed to reverfe, it is thought 
better not to infill upon it, for fear of 
giving him diftruft ; efpecially, as the 
A a 3 prefent 
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prefent fituation of affairs (which ren* 
ders the Nabob’s prefence at the city, as 
foon as poffible, abfolutely neceflary) 
will not admit of time being wafted in 
difcuffing them further. 

On the nth, the treaty was conclu- 
ded, and interchanged with the Nabob 
Jaffier Allee Cawn, who, at the fame 
time, prefented a paper of demands, to be 
engaged to on the part of the Company, 
and it was fubfcribed to accordingly. 
The following are copies of both.” 

Articles of a T reaty and Agreement , con- 
cluded between the Governor and Coun- 
cil of Fort William, on the Part of 
the Englifli Eaft India, Company; and 
the Nabob Shujaa-ool-moolk Hiftam o 
Dowla Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn 
Behader Mohabut Jung. 

On the Part of the Company. 

** T T 7 E engage to reinftate the Nabob 
▼ * Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawrt 
Behader, in theSubahdarree of the pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar and OrftTa, by 
the depofal of Meer Mahomed Coffim 

Cawn; 
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Cawn; and the effects, treafure, jewels, 
&c. belonging to Meer Mahomed Cof- 
finf Cawn, which flhall fall into our 
hands, fhdLll be delivered up to the Na- 
bob afore-named. 

On the Part of the Nabob . 

First, The treaty which I formerly 
concluded with the Company, upon my 
acceffion to the Nizamut, engaging to 
regard the honor and reputation of the 
Company, their Governor and Council as 
myown,granting perwannahs for the cur- 
rency of the Company’s trade, the fame 
treaty I now confirm and ratify. 

Secondly, I do grant and confirm 
to the Company, for defraying the ex- 
pences of their troops, the chucklas of 
Burdwan, Midnapoor and Chittagong, 
which were before ceded for the fame 
purpofe. 

Thirdly, I do ratify and confirm to 
the Englifh, the privilege granted them 
by their firmaun, and feveral hufbul- 
hookums, of carrying on their trade by 
means of their own duftucks, free from 
all duties, taxes and impositions, in all 
A a 4 parts 
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parts of the country, excepting the ar- 
ticle of fait, on which a duty of two and 
a half per cent, is to be levied on the 
Rowana or Hoogly market price. 

Fourthly, I give to the Company 
half the falt-petre, which is produced 
in the cduntry of Poorneea, which their 
gomaftahs lhall fend to Calcutta ; the 
other half lhall be collected by my fou- 
gedar, for the ufe of my offices ; and I 
will fuffer no other perfon to make pur- 
chafes of this article in that country. 

Fifthly, In the chucla of Silhetfor 
the fpace of five years, commencing with 
the Bengal year 1170, myfougedar, and 
the Company's gomaftah, . fhall jointly 
prepare Chunam, of which each fhall 
defray half the expences j and half the 
Chunam lo made, lhall be given to the 
Company, and the other half lhall be for 
my ufe. 

Sixthly, I will maintain twelve 
thoufand horfe, and twelve thoufand foot 
in the three provinces j and if there 
fhould be occafion for . more, the num- 
ber lhall be increaied proportionally to 

the 
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the emergency. Befides thefe, the force 
of the Englifh Company {hall always at- 
tend me when they are wanted. 

Seventhly, Wherever I {hall fix my 
court, either at Moorlhedabad or elfe- 
where, I will advife the Governor and 
Council ; and whatever number of Eng- 
lilh forces I may have occafion for, in the 
management of my affairs, I will de- 
mand them, and they {hall be allowed 
me j and an Englifh gentleman {hall re- 
fide with me, to tranfadt all affairs be- 
tween me and the Company; and a per- 
fon {hall alfo refide on my part at Cal- 
cutta, to negotiate with the Governor 
and COunoil . 

- Eighthly, The late perwannah iffued 
by Coffim Allee Cawn, granting to all 
merchants the exemption of all duties, for 
the fpace of two years, {hall be reverfed 
and called in, and the duties collected as 
before. 

Ninthly, I will caufe the rupees, 
coined in Calcutta, to pafs in every ref- 
pedt equal to the ficcasof Moor{he*dabad, 
without any dedudtion of batta; and 

wholoever 
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whofoever /ball demand batta £hail be 
punifhed. 

Tenthly, I will give thirty lacks of 
rupees to defray all the expences and lofs 
accruing to the Company, from the war 
and ftoppage of their inveftment ; and I 
will reimburfe to all private perfons the 
amount of fuch lolTes, proved before the 
Governor and Council, as they may fuf- 
tain in their trade in the country j if I 
fhould not be able to difcharge this in 
ready money, I will give alignments of 
land for the amount. 

Eleventhly, I will confirm and re- 
new the treaty which I formerly made 
with the Dutch. * 

Twelfthly,^ the F rench come into 
the country, I will not allow them to 
eredt any fortifications, maintain forces, 
orhold lands, zemindarrees, &c. but they 
ihall pay tribute, and carry on their 
trade as in former times. 

Thirteenthly, Some regulations 
fhall be hereafter fettled between.us, for 
deciding all difputes which may arife 
between the Englifh agents and gomaf- 

tahs 



Tranfa&ions in Bengal. 363 

tahs in the different parts of the country, 
and my officers. 

In teftimony whereof, we the faid 
Governor and Council havefet our hands, 
and affixed the feal of the Company to 
one part hereof j and the Nabob afore- 
named, hath fet his hand and feal to a- 
nother part hereof $ which were mutu- 
ally done, and interchanged at Fort Wil- 
liam, the 10th day of July, 1764. 
(Signed) Henry Vanfittart,- 
John Carnac, 

William Billers, 

John Cartier, 

Warren Haftings, 

’ Randolph Marriott, 
Hugh Watts.” 

demands made on the Part of the Nabob 
Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, to the 
Governor and Council, at the Time of 
figning the Treaty . 

“ THIRST, I formerly acquainted the 
A Company with the particulars of 
my own affairs, antfereceived from them 
repeated letters of encouragement with 

prefents. 
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prefents. I now make this requeft, that 
you will write in a proper manner to the 
Company, and alfo to the King of Eng- 
land, the particulars of our friendlhipand 
union ; and procure for me writings of 
encouragement, that my mind may be af- 
Jured from that quarter, that no breach 
jnay ever happen between me and the 
JEnglifh ; and that every Governor and 
Counfellor, and Chief, who are here, 
or may hereafter come, may be well dif- 
pofed and attached to me. 

Secondly, Since all the Englilh gen- 
tlemen, allured of my friendly difpofi- 
tion to the Company, confirm me in the 
Nizamut ; I requeft, that to whatever I 
may at any time write, they will give 
their credit and alien t, nor regard the 
flories of defigning men to my prejudice, 
that all my affairs may go on with fuc- 
cefs, and no occafion may arife for jea- 
loufy or ill-will between us. 

Thirdly, Let noprotedtion be given, 
by any of the Englilh gentlemen, to any 
of my dependents, mho mayfly for Ihel- 
ter to Calcutta, or other of your diftri&s; 

but 
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but let them be delivered up to me on 
demand. I (hall ftridtly enjoin all my 
fougedars and aumils on all accounts, to 
afford affiftance and countenance to fuch 
of the gomaftahs of the Company, as at- 
tend to the lawful trade of their facto- 
ries j and if any of the faid gomaftahs 
(hall a£t otherwife, let them be checked 
in fuch a manner, as may be an example 
to others. 

Fourthly, From the neighborhood 
df Calcutta to Hoogly, and many of the 
perganahs bordering upon each other, 
it, happens, that on complaints being 
made, people go againft the taalookdars, 
reiats, and tenants of my towns, to the 
prejudice of the bufinefs of the Sircar? 
wherefore, let ftridt orders be given, that 
no peons be fent frot© Calcutta on the 
complaint of any one, upon my taalook- 
. dars or tenants ; but on fuch occafions, 
let application be made tome, or theNaib 
of the fougedarree of Hoogly, that the 
country may be fubjedt to no lofs or de- 
vaftation. And if* any of the merchants 
and traders which belonged to the bux- 

bunder 
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bunder and azimgunge, and have fettled 
in Calcutta, fhould be defirous of re- 
turning to Hoogly, and carrying on their 
bufmefs there as formerly, let no one 
moled: them. Chandernagore, and the 
French faftory, was prefended to me by 
colonel Clive, and given by me in charge 
to Ameer Beg Cawn. For this reafon, 
let drift orders be given, that no Englilh 
gentlemen exercife any authority therein, 
but that it remain as formerly, under the 
jurifdiftion of my people. 

Fifthly, Whenever I may demand 
any forces from the Governor and Coun- 
cil for my adidance, let them be imme- 
diately fent to me, and no demand made 
on me for their expences. 

The demands of the Nabob Shujaa- 
ool Moolk tjidam, o Dowla Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn Behader 
Mohabutjung, written in five arti- 
cles. We the Prefident and Coun- 
cil of the English Company do a- 
gree, and fet our hands to, in Fort 
William, the 10th of July, 1763/* 
* Signed, &c. 

Having 

* Majors Adams and Carnac.abfent. 
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Having related all the material tranf- 
a&ions with Meer Coffim, from his ad- 
vancement to the fubahffiip, till the pe- 
riod in which he was no longer regard- 
ed by us as the governor of thefe pro- 
vinces, I fhall refer the reader to the 
accounts already publifhed of the opera- 
tions of the war, which are foreign to 
the purpofe of this work. It will fuf- 
fice here to fay, that by the fuperior cou- 
rage and difcipline of our troops, and 
the admirable conduft and activity of 
major Adams their commander, the war 
was brought to a conclufion, by the ex- 
pulfion of Meer Coffim beyond the Ca~ 
ramnaffa, in about five months from its 
commencement, with little lofs, befides 
that of the unhappy prifoners who fell 
into Meer Coffim’s bands at the begin- 
ning of the troubles, and were put to 
death at Patna by his orders, on the 
5th of October. With fome particulars 
of that dreadful catafirophe, I fhall con- 
clude this narrative. 

The firft intimation of fuch a defign, 
we received in a letter from Meer Coffim 
to major Adams, a few days after the at- 
tack 
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tack of the entrenchments at Oodwa 
Nullah ; the following is an exadt tranf- 
lation of it. 

Tranjlation of a "Letter from Coffim Allee 
Cawn to Major Adams. Dated Sep- 
tember 9, 1763. 

“ AT for tliefe three months 

you have been laying wafte the 
King’s country with your forces, what 
authority have you ? If you are in pof- 
feffion of any royal Sunnud for my dif- 
miffion, you ought to fend me either the 
original, or a copy of it, that having 
feen it, and (hewn it to my army, I may 
quit this country, and repair to the pre- 
fence of his Majefty. Altho’ I have in 
no refpedt intended any breach of pub- 
lic faith, yet Mr. Ellis, regarding not 
treaties or engagements, in violation of 
public faith, proceeded againft me with 
treachery and night-aflaults. All my 
people then believed that no peace or 
terms now remained with the Engli£h> 
and that, wherever they could be found, 
it was their duty to kill them. With 

this 
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this opinion it was, that the aumils of 
Moorlhedabad killed Mr. Amyatt, but 
it was by no means agreeable to me, that 
that gentleman ftiould be killed. On 
this account I write j if you are refolvcd 
on your own authority to proceed in this 
bufinefs, know for a certainty, that I 
will cut off the heads of Mr. Ellis and 
the reft of your chiefs, and fend them 
to you. 

Exult not upon the fuccefs which 
you have gained merely by treachery 
and night-aflaults, in two or three places, 
over a few jemmatdars fent by me. By 
the will of God, you (hall fee in what 
manner this fhall be revenged and re- 
taliated.” 

The threats contained in this letter, 
did not give me any great apprehenfion 
at the time, as it was a natural and ob- 
vious policy in the Nabob, to make u(e 
of the advantage which he had in his 
hands, to intimidate us to a compliance 
with his terms ; and to execute thofe 
threats, would be to deprive himfelf of 
Vol. III. B b that 
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that advantage, without any equivalent 
gained for it. A8 Mew. Coffim had ne- 
ver fhewn any marks of a cruel difpoii- 
tion, there could be no fufficient realbn 
to fufpedt him of a defign, to make a 
wanton facrifice of fo many lives to his 
revenge, much lefs to involve thofe in 
the fame fate, who could in no refpedt 
be regarded by him as objedts of his re- 
fentment. 

It was, however, in his power to ex- 
ecute the word of what he threatened ; 
and the moft proper argument to di- 
vert him from fuch a refolution, I judged, 
was to fet before his eyes the horror, as 
well as inutility of the adt, and the guilt 
and infamy which would attend it. This 
I did in the following letter, which I 
wrote to him upon this occSfion, with 
the advice and confent of the Council. 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from the Governor to 
Cctffim AHec Cawn. Dated Septem- 
ber 17, 1763. 

“ T Have received from major Adams 
* the copy of your letter to him, 
dated the laft of Seffer. Mr. Amyatt and 
Mr. Hay were fent to you as ambafladors, 
a title facred among all nations ; yet, in 
violation of that title, you caufed Mr. 
Amyatt to be attacked and killed on his 
return, after having given him your paff- 
ports ; and Mr. Hay you unjuftly kept as a 
prifoner with you. You furrpunded and 
attacked our fadrory at Coffimbuzar, and 
carried away our gentlemen from thence 
prifoners, in a moft difgraceful manner 
to Mongheer, altho' they had no con- 
cern in the war, nor refilled your people. 
In like manner, in all other garts you at- 
tacked the Englifh agents who were carry- 
ing on their trade quietly ; fome you killed, 
and fome were carried away prifoners, 
and their effeds were every where plun- 
dered. After thefe proceedings, do you 
afk for what reafbn major Adams was 
fent with an army ? You know the laws 
B b 2 of 
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of God and man j as you had declared 
you would turn the Englifli out of the 
country, and had proceeded as far as you 
could towards it. It became neceflary for 
us to take meafures for our own defence, 
and for the care of our own reputation. 
Thanks be to God, that fuccefs has at- 
tended our army thus far, and they will 
continue their march in the fame manner 
as far as the Caramnafla, that the coun- 
try may he freed from difturbances, and 
the inhabitants relieved from the horrors 
of war ; and altho’ we are {hocked, as 
mufl all people of all religions and all 
nations, at the revenge which you threat- 
en to take upon the lives of our chiefs, 
who have been unfortunately and unjuft- 
ly taken prifoners by you ; yet, the ho- 
nor of our lotion, and the interefts of 
the Company, will not be facrificed to 
this confideration, nor the operations 
of our army flopped. To put prifoners 
of war to death, is an adl which will ap- 
pear {hocking and unlawful, not only to 
Chriftians and Muffulmen, but to the 
moil barbarous Pagans ; fuch fentiments 
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are no where to be met with, but among 

the beafts of the foreft. After the battle 

* 

of Ood wa N ulla, above a thoufand of your 
officers and men were prifoners in the 
hands of Major Adams, who releafed 
them without hurt or injury. Refleft 
on this, and on your own char after, both 
in this world and the next j and remem- 
ber alfo, that if you had followed my 
advice, this war would not have hap- 
pened.” 

In the mean time, major Adams judg- 
ing the moft effeftual method would be 
to aft upon the Nabob's fears, had al- 
ready returned an anfwer to his letter, in 
the following terms. 

Copy of a Letter from Major Adams to 
Coffim Allee Cajvn. 

<* TT Received your letter, and under- 
JL ftand the contents. The Englifh 
having always had in view the articles of 
the treaty, endeavored by pacific mea- 
fures to reconcile all differences with you, 
till the perfidious maffacre of Mr. Amy- 
B b 3 att 
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att compelled diem, contrary to their 
inclinations, to declare war againft 
you . Y ou fay, it was not your intention 
to murder Mr. Amy att, why then did 
you not punifh the aggreffors with the 
utmoft feverity ? There are three months 
elajpfed and nothing done. We‘ have 
now, by the affiftance of Providence, 
brought your affairs to a very low ebb. 
It is true, you have, Mr. Ellis, and many 
other gerttleraen in your power ; if a hair 
of their heads is hurt, you can have no 
title to mercy from the Englifh, and you 
may depend upon the utmoft fury of 
their refentment, and that they will pur- 
fue you to the utmoft extremity of the 
earth ; and fliould we unfortunately not 
lay hold of you, the vengeance of the 
Almighty cannot fail overtaking you, if 
you perpetrate fo horrid an adt, as the 
murder of the gentlemen in yourcuftody.” 


But both threats and expoftulations 
proved ineffectual ; and our unhappy 
countrymen, to the number of about fif- 
ty Company’s fervants, civil and milita- 

ry. 
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ry, and, other gentlemen, and a hundred 
private men, were faerificed to a bound- 
lefs revenge. 

Mr. Fullarton, the furgeon of the 
Patna factory, the onlyperfon who efca- 
ped the wretched fate of the reft, faw 
Meer Coffim immediately after the exe- 
cution of this horrid tragedy ; and it is 
from him only, we can have a certain 
account of the ftate.of mind he was in 
at the time, a ftate little different from 
madnefs, fince he conld have a thought 
of treating with us, after having wan- 
tonly fhed the blood of lb many of our 
countrymen j this will- be feen in the fol- 
lowing extra# of a letter which Mr. Ful- 
larton wrote to the Board on the fubje#. 

Extract from Mr. Fullarton’r Letter to 
the Board. ^ 

<f ivr R ' 

XvX gentlemen, were inhumanly 
butchered by Shimroo*, who came that 
evening to the place with two companies 
(he had the day before fent for all the 
B b 4 knives 

* Sombre or Sumroo, a Frenchman in Meer 
Coffim’s fervice. 
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knives and forks from the gentleman) he 
furrounded the houfe with his people, 
and went into a little outer fquare, and 
fent for Mefi*. Ellis, Hay and Luihing- 
ton, and with them came fix ether gen- 
tlemen, who were all terribly mangled, 
and cut to pieces, and their bodies thrown 
into a well in the fquare, and it filled 
up ; then the feepoys were fent into the 
large fquare, and fired on the gentlemen 
there, and rufhing upon them, cut them 
into pieces, in the moft inhuman man- 
ner, and they were thrown into another 
large well, which was likewife filled up. 

The 7th, the Nabob fent for me, 
and told me to get myfelf in readinefs to 
go to Calcutta, for that though he had 
been unlucky in the war (which he af~ 
ferted with great warmth, had not been 
of his feeking, nor had he been the ag- 
greffor, reproaching the Englifli with 
want of fidelity, .and breach of treaty) 
yet he faid, he had ftill hopes of an ac- 
commodation j he aiked me what I thought 
of it. I told him, I made no doubt of 
it. When fome of his people, who were 

prefen t. 
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prefent, mentioned the affair of Mr. 
Amyatt’s death ; he declared, that he had 
never given any orders for killing Mr. 
Amyatt j but after receiving advice of 
Mr. Ellis's having attacked Patna, he 
had ordered all his fervants to take and 
imprifon all the Enghfh in the provinces, 
wherever they could find them ; he like- 
wife added, that if a treaty was not fet 
a foot, he would bring the King, the 
Morattas, and Abdallas againft us, and 
fo ruin our trade, &c. He had finifhed 
his letters, and ordered boats, and a 
guard to conduct me j when, upon the 
advice of fome of his people, he flopped 
me, and faid, there was no occafion for 
me to go. After his fending for me at 
firft, he ordered the feepoys, in whole 
charge I was, to go to their quarters, two 
moguls, and twelve hircarras to attend 
me, but to let me go about the city where 
I pleafed. I then applied for liberty to 
Hay at the Dutch factory, which was 
granted. I applied to Mehdee Allee 
Cawn, for his intereft in behalf of the 
gentlemen in the Chelflon, who were 

feven 
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fevcn in number, and were not kiljled till 
the 1 1 th of October i but when he wsu pe- 
titioned about them, he gave no anfwer ; 
but fUll fent orders to Shimfoo, to cut 
them off. I likewife applied to AUee 
Ibrahim Cawn, who interceded for them ; 
but he gave him no anfwer either, tho’ 

I was prefent when Ibrahim Cawn peti- 
tioned for them. 

The 14th of OAober, on the approach 
of our army, Coffim Allee decamped 
with his troops in great confufion, and 
marched as faras Ftthvarree, five cofs to 
the weftward of the city. The hircarras 
that were with me having no orders a- 
boutme, Igave them fome money, which 
made them pretty eafy. 

The 25th,aftergivingmoneytoajem- 
matdar, that had the guard to the weft- 
ward of the Dutch factory, by the river- 
fide, I fet out in a fmall pulwar, and got 
fafe to the boats, under command of cap- 
tain Wedderburn, that were lying op- 
pofite to *the city, cm the other fide of 
the river, and at 1 1 o’clock that night 

arrived 
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arrived at the army,u»der the command 
of major Adams, lying at Joniy.” 


APPENDIX. 

General Oblervations upon the prece- . 
ding Events, with fome later Occur- 
rences* r ' 

Remarks upon Meer Coffim’i /Ldminif- 
1 tration j bis Behavior m the Courfe of 
the Difputes with the Council, and after 

the War broke out. Qbfervations on. 

the Heath of Mr. Amyatt . — The Ne- 
cejfity and Propriety $ the Affault of 
Patna examined. — Revievtofh leer Cof- 
fim’r Char abler and ConduEl at different 
Periods. — Profs of the Intrigues car- 
ried on againjl Meer Cofiim, at the 
Courts of the King, and Shuja Dovda, 

by Mr. Ellis, and Major Carnac. 

Explanation <f ikfr. Yanfittart’r Con- 
duit to the Nabob, and to the Party 
which oppofed him . — Reflect ions upon the 
Nature of the inland Trade j the Com- 
plaints on that Subject, lately made by 

Meer 
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Meer Jaffierj dnd the Rejiri&ions a- 
greed on in Conjequence . — Mr. Vanfit- 
tart’x Reajons for prolonging bis Stay in 
Bengal .-~-Conclufion . 

T HE reproach which Meer Coffim 
has brought upon himfelf, by the 
cruelty exercifed on the unhappy prifo- 
ners at Patna, puts it in a manner 
out of my power to do juftice to the 
former part of his condudt, fince how 
ftri&ly foeverhe may have adhered to his 
engagements with the Engliih, this will 
always recur as an argument to vindicate 
every injury done him before this period; 
and the repeated violations of the treaty, 
on our part, whilft we were on terms of 
friendfhip with him. However, as my 
defign is not to become an advocate for 
Meer Coffim, but tojuftify my own con- 
dud:, in oppofition to that of the other 
members of the Council towards him, 
in which no incidents lince paft could 
poffibly have ferved as a motive ; I fhall 
proceed to a ffiort examination o^his 
behavior, and that of the party which 

oppofed 
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oppofed him, from his firft advancement 
to the fubahfhip, to the breaking out of 
the Tfar; after which, ^ffiall add fome 
remarks upon my own, in the difficult 
part which I had to aft between both. 

Since the Nabob Meer Jaffier could 
not bear an affiftant in his government, 
upon the footing propofed to him, but 
rather chofe to quit it, I thought it for- 
tunate that the next right fell upon a man 
fo well qualified as Meer Coffim was, for 
reftoring ceconomy and good order to 
the diftrafted affairs of the country. In 
this light he was reprefented to me by 
all the gentlemen of the Seleft Commit- 
tee, upon my arrival in Bengal ; and his 
conduft from the beginning, till the war 
broke out between us, fully anfwercd 
this charafter. 

He difcharged the Company’s debt, 
and the heavy arrears of his army ; re- 
trenched the expences of his court, which 
had before confumed the income of his 
predeceffors ; and fecured his own au- 
thority over the country, by reducing 

the 
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. the power of die zemindars, who were 
before continual di&urbers of the peace 
of the province. All this I fawtwith 
pleafure, well knowing, that the left need 
he had of oar affiftance, the lefs would 
be the Company’s expences % and the 
better able they would be to attend to 
the care of their own pofleflions, at the 
fame time that we Might depend upon 
him, as a fore and u&fulally againft any 
common enemy. '1 was convinced, that 
whilft we did seteficroach upon the 
Nabob’s rights, of difturb his govern- 
ment, he would never wi(h to quarrel 
with us ; and, in effe<S, fo cautious was 
he of giving occafion for difpute, that 
no one inftance can be produced of his 
lending a naan into any of the lands ce- 
ded to us, or moleftfng us in a fingle arti- 
cle of our commerce, till the contention 
which he was drawn into by the ufurpa- 
tions of our gomaftahs, and our new 
claims with refpedt to our private trade ; 
and even to the breaking out of the war, 
during Aie height of our dilputes. Hie 
Company’s bufmefs, in every part, went 

on 
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on without the ft aft interruption, ex- 
cepting one or two aggravated complaints 
of Mr. Eftis’s concerning the felt-petre 
bufinefs. 

„ How different was the conduct of 
the gentlemen, who had forgned them- 
felvcs into a party againft him ! From 
the time of his advancement to die fu- 
bahfhip, fcatce a day paired, hut occa- 
sion was taken from themofttrifling pre- 
tences, to trample upon his government, 
to feize his officers, and to infult them 
with personal threats and invc&ives. I 
need not point out ipftances of this, they 
will he feen in every page of this Narra- 
tive; and any one of them would have 
been, in the Nabob, pronounced a fuffi- 
cient reafon by thofe very gentlemen for 
declaring war againft him. It is not to be 
wondered at, if, irritated and tired out 
with, theft continual attacks, he fhould 
grow fufpicious of our friendfhip, which 
only manifefted itfelf in profeffions con- 
tradided daily by our adions ; or that 
his refentment fhould, upon fbme occa- 
fions, have urged him to retaliate the 

injuries ' 
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injuries which he received. Yet for a 
long time he fubmitted to all his grie- 
vances, contenting himfelf with remon- 
ftrating againft them, in the hopes, that 
it Would be in my power, fome time or 
other, to reftore him to his authority. 

The firft inftance of his ufing force to 
repel the violences that were offered him, 
was m the attach of the remainder of 
the party at Mow, which had juft be- 
fore feized and carried off one of his 
principal officers. Such an Indignity 
offered before his eyes, and in the pre- 
fence of his whole army, was fufficient 
to provoke him to fame delperate aft j 
and an abfolute forbearance muft have 
rendered him contemptible to the laft 
degree, in the eyes of his own peo- 
ple. Yet after he had caufed the f§e- 
poys and the gomaftahs to be brought 
before him, he even then gave a freih 
inftance of his defire to prelerve a friend- 
ship with us, by difmiffing them with- 
out any further notice, tharf to reproach 
the gomaftah for having drawn this un- 
provoked infult upon him, alffio’ his 


own 
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own officer was at this time clofe prifoner 
at Patna. 

The great pains taken by Meer Co f- 
iim, in his letter to major Adams, and 
in the converfation which he had after- 
wards with Mr. Fullarton, to clear him- 
felf from the charge of Mr. Amyatt’s 
death, mail have ftruck the reader with 
the appearance of great inconfiftency ; 
in the firft, he threatens to put to death 
all the Englifh that were in his hands ; 
and at the time that he faw Mr. 
Fullarton, this threat had actually been 
carried into execution but two days be- 
fore ; yet with the confcioufnefs of hav- 
ing recently facrificed fo many lives, to 
a deliberate and undiftinguithing revenge, 
he could appear unaffected with all that 
hadpaffed, excepting the death of a tin- 
gle perfon, which he labored to prove 
the effedt of the violence of his officers, 
who had exceeded his orders. This un- 
happy affair, even fuppofing him as cul- 
pable as he appeared to be at the time 
in wdiich it was tranfaCted, had many 
circumftances to extenuate the guilt of it, 
Vol. III. C c when 
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When put in Comparifon with the lift 
dreadful effect of his refentmeftt. 

The fufpiciori which he had from the 
ftrft entertained of Mr* Amytm’s depu- 
tation j the date Of that gentleman's de- 
parture from Mongheer, compared with 
that of the attack of Patna j and the na- 
tural coiicltifioh which he could not avoid 
drawing from it, that Mr. Amyatt had 
advifed it; might, in the hidden im- 
pulfe of his fury, have hurried him to 
revenge hirftfelf, in this manner. On Mr. 
Amyatt, Ibr an U$Son which he put to 
the account of a treachery on his part, 
defigned to bfe put hi execution, as fo oft 
as he ihould he out of the Nabob’s 
reach. Whether this was the cafe or 
not, it is plain, he looked upon the 
death of Mr. Atayatt as the princi- 
pal caufe, the proclaimed motive of 
dur declaring war againft him, and e- 
very thing that had happened afterwards, 
but as a juft and natural confequence of 
the war* fo a word, he thought it need- 
lefe to juftify himfelf upon any ef the 
blood that was fpilt after the War was 

begun. 
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begun, and ftodied only to prove that 
he did not begin it. 

That we were the firft aggfefTqrs, 
by the affauh of the eity of Patna wiU 
n^t he disputed. I will pot take upon 

*n? to pronqunce how % Mr- Ehis, 

in tithing thh il^ftted fiep, or the 

Board in *nthpri»ing hhn to it, were 
to blame j of this every ope wiil judge, 
from the light in which** fftfy different- 
ly appear to him, My own opinion is, that 
Mr. Ellis’s intentipp was, from the be-: 
ginning, to break with the Nabob s and 
that the difcretinwy powers, which he 
fo earpeftly follioited, gpd to paffiojsate- 
ly oomplwned of being with-held, were 
wanted only as a fcn#ipn for executing 
what he had already refojved op : of 
this I repeatedly declared my sppr§fe#n- 
fions i and, fpr that reason, always re- 
futed to give nay content to any order? 
that put it ip the power of Mr. g}lis tg' 
begin the war, when he think 

proper } and, in. effect, np fponer was ha 
in podedipn of fych an authority, than 
C 9 i he 
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he immediately made the ufe of it which 
I had -dreaded. 

It will be argued by many, that the 
war with the Nabob was unavoidable ; 
and, therefore, that Mr. Ellis was in 
the right to ftrike the firft blow, if, by 
fo doing, he could fecure an advantage $ 
for my own part, I do not think we were 
at that time fo near to a rupture, but 
that it was our power to have avoided it, 
and upon our own terms, had we been 
in earned: inclined to it. 

Mr. Amyatt's negotiation had been 
broke off, becauie the Nobob faw, that 
whatever conceflions he might make, 
would be rendered of no effect, by the 
preparations which Mr. Ellis was mak- 
ing to attack thecity of Patna, and would 
appear only as proceeding from a confci- 
tmfnefs of hisown weaknefsj he therefore 
difmiffed Mr. Amyatt, and as far as we 
can learn, with all the ufual marks of 
friendfhip and refpedt. No war was de- 
clared by him, but the laft determina- 
tion upon the fubjedl of our differences 
left to the Governor and Council j and 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hay remained with the i'labob as a 
pledge, for the releafe of fuch of his offi- 
' cers as we had made prifoners. 

I think, that had Mr. Ellis left the 
Nabob any hope of an accommodation, 
he would have confented to the terms 
which were demanded of him, and fub- 
mitted to all the inconveniencies they 
would have laid him under, until juftice 
could be done him by the Company. 
This was certainly his intention, when 
he took the trouble to write them fo full 
a * remonftrance of his grievances j and 
it feems to have been his dilpofition fo 
late as the 19th of June, as may be 
judged from his letter -J-, and Meff. Atny- 
att and Hay’s $ of that date, where it 
appears that he releafed the arms, de- 
bited from his preliminary demands, and 
confented to proceed in the negotiation. 

Possibly the advices from Patna had 
given him hopes, that Mr. Ellis might 
refrain from hoftilities, till war or peace 
Ihould be concluded on between him and 
Mr. Amyatt, or the Board. If fuch 
C c 3 was 

•- * Page 185. f Page 300. X P*g e 2 99 . 
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was his expectation, he was fobn unde* 
ceived by Mehdee Allee Cawn’s letter*, 
which informed him that Mr. Ellis was 


preparing to attack the city. He then 
ordered the boats with arms 'again to be 
flopped, hut Ml consented that Mr- 
Amyatt fhould take his leave, and tranf- 
mit him the final determination of the 
Board from Calcutta. 

Those who &rc fond of fearching for 
refined and deep defi^ns in die moft na- 
tural actions, may attribute thefe fre- 
quent chafes in the Nabob's behavior, 
to a policy formed to blind Mr. Amyatt 
and gain time j which, however, will 
not appear very probable, if we retied!, 
that the whole of this tranfadtion hap- 
pened in the fhort fpace of* two or three 
days. 

In this fituation Mr. Amyatt left the 
Nabob* Mr. Ellis heard of it the even- 
ing of the 24th of June, and the fame 
night furprized and took the city. 

Cet any impartial perfon now put 
himfelf in the place of Meer Coffim, and 


* ftige 305. 
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&y whether he could have regarded this 
afikuk on the city of Patna, hi any other 
light than as 911 ad of treachery ; and the 
forongeA argument, that all the pacific 
declarations and proffered treaties, were 
only artifices to make him a dupe to our 
defigns, and the iofinumeat of his own 
min. 

Axrao’ I have difilaimed the princh 
pie .of attacking the Nabob firft, becaufe 
it was probdde that be might attack us(aa 
argument which would equally juftify 
every ad of enmity, to tfeofe whom we 
have *t any time assured }) yet, I will 
foppofo it allowable to fcize fuch an ad- 
vantage, if the iafety of our forces at 
Patoa abfofotdy depeodedupon it. To 
form a judgsaent of this necefoty, it will 
be proper to coniader the force which we 
had at that time at Patna, compared 
with that which msqor Adams had under 
his command during the war. 

The former I have already * men- 
tioned to confijfl of 229 European infan- 
P P 4 try, 

* See the return, page i6p. It is true, Mr. 
Ellis ftdvifes that 2 QO feepoys had deterted from the 

ifl 



392 ./# Narr ative of the 

try/ non-commiffioned and foldiers ; 27 
officers, 57 men of the artillery, and 
2500 feepoys, rank and file, befides offi- 
cers, the moil part of the feepoys the 
oldeft, and the beft difciplined of any in 
the fervice. 

Major Adams had, before the bat- 
tle of Gheerea, about 800 Europeans, in- 
cluding artillery and cavalry ; and about 
2200 feepoys, many of which were new 
recruits railed in Calcutta and the neigh- 
borhood. ; . : ; . 

The difproportion between the two 
bodies, will by no means appear fo great, 
as that of the fervices which they were 
to perform. Major Adams had to en- 
counter the Nabob's whole force, already 
flufhed with fuccefsj whereas the detach- 
ment at Patna (which was then generally 
efteemed, andglbnfeffedly by Mr. Ellis 
himfelf, fuperior to any force that the 

Nabob 

tft to the 5th of Jane ; but as the beft accounts 
fince colle&ed of the force which attacked the city, 
makes the number of feepoys about 2300, it is pro- 
bable the encouragment of batta, given them by 
Mr. Ellis, as mentioned in his letter of the '6th of 
June, prevented any further defertion. 
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Nabob could fend againft it) had no- 
thing to fear but from a part of the Na- 
bob’s troops ; fince it is not likely, that 
he would have left the whole province 
of Bengal expofed to our army, to go 
and attack them at Patna ; and as a proof 
of this, . it appears from Mr. Amyatt’s 
letters before he left Mongheer, that 
the Nabob had actually fent forces down 
to Bengal. 

Neither fuppoling itneceffary to at- 
tack the city of Patna, would the place 
have been made more defenfible by any 
reinforcements that the Nabob might 
have fent into it, fince their numbers 
were fo great already (as Mr. Ellis re- 
peatedly mentions in his letters) that 
any add,ed to them would but have in- 
creafed their confufion ; yet the city 
was carried withou|ythe leafi: difficulty j 
and I believe it is mfficiently clear, that 
it was not 'the want of numbers, but of 
order, that occafioned our mifearriage 
afterwards. 

Meer Cossim had not to this time 
fhewn any inftance of a vicious, or a 

violent 
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violent diipofirion ; he could not be tax* 
ed with any rf crudity to bis own 
fobje&s, nor treachery to. ns. He bad 
fenfe enough to know, that the Engldh 
friendship would be ias greased: Security# 
and to dn end their power, if ever they 
fhould come to he ins enemies. As be 
perceived feme of die Council were &£- 
inclined to him, he was fee move cau- 
tious to avoid giving occalion of^Uipute; 
and as long as ha few I ooatdjfepport 
Irim againft any 4im&. in&lte, he Of- 
fered many Barents and ©scroach meats 
upon his gwernraeat wife forbearance.; 
hut when the disputes became snore fo- 
llows, and tneafores were taken of fuch 
■a. -nature, -as wade bsga judge we wene 
determined to break wife him; fonfifele 
of the increafed power of has enemies, 
and dirippomted ^^fee fiippert which 
he had been ma d e to -e*peS from fee 
Company, he foand bjfnfclf necdStatod 
to adt a feSerentJpart, -and a* the feme 
time that he endeavored to evade t!be im- 
pending ftorm, <te provide againft fee ef- 
fects of it. Tbas wifi eafily he foen in 

the 
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the change of Ilk behavior after the fam- 
moning of the general Council j and to 
this caufe may he afcribed tile too great 
attention he latterly paid to the com- 
plaints of his officers, and his connivance 
at their Oppreffibns ; which; whiffi: his 
complaints againft our own agents yet 
resftaih'ed unrcdrefled, he could not pu- 
mlh, Without expofing his own weak- 
nefs, ajjt forfeiting the attachment of the 
moft uflTal of his fbbje&s. 

Thus far his condnft may bear the 
fevereft examination 5 and as an argu- 
ment that it Was generally approved by 
his oWn fubje&s, it is remarkable, that 
when the war broke out between us, al- 
tho’ he wanted the courage to face his 
enemies inperfon, yet his foldiers fought * 
for him with a br aver y and fidelity rare- 
ly expetiencfed in ti^^idifciplined troops 
of Indoltan nor did any one of bis of- 
ficers, in the moft diftant part of his do- 
minions, revolt from his authority to join 
us, till f*aiSa was taken, and he was pre- 
paring 'to % the province. This mtril 
be attributed to their affeftion for him, 

unlefs 
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uniefswe rather chafe to place it to the ac- 
count of their contempt for Meer Jaffier, 
or their refentment of our oppreffions. 

A s to the laft wretched aft of Mf er 
Coflim’s government, altho’ it is farfrom 
my defign, and from my nature, to at- 
tempt tojuftify his cruelty, yet it iseafy 
to account for it. His forces had been 
fucceffively worfted ; his country was 
wrefted out of his hands ; all his hopes 
of a reconciliation were for elprcut off 
by our new engagements with Meer Jaf- 
fier, and his re-appointment to the fu- 
bahfhip. He had no way to elude the 
danger which preffed upon him, but to 
fly for fhelter into the dominions of the 
Nabob Shuja Do wla,. where his laft re- 
lource was in the cafual lupport, which 
the ambitious views of his proteftor, con- 
curring with his jtifity, might for a few 
days afford him :Trut his ruin he knew 
to be irretrievable, and a violent death 
the certain confequence of ill fuccefs 
and loft power. A dreadful reverfe of 
fortune in a man, who, but a#2w months 
before, fawhimfelf mafterof One richeft 

pro- 
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province of Indoftan, and fo fecure from 
all appearance of danger at home, as 
even to form the defign of encreafing 
his dominions, by the conqueftof others! 

Fallen as Meer Coffim was to this 
ftate of defparation, it is no wonder that 
his temper broke all his former reftraints, 
and gave a Ioofe to that fpirit of revenge, 
fo common among his countrymen, and 
inculcated, by their religion and educa- 
tion. InlireeX, the hoarded refentment of 
all the injuries which he had fuftained in 
continual exertion of patience, during the. 
three years of his government, from this 
time took entire pofieffion of his mind, 
now rendered frantic by his natural ti- 
midity, and tK^rightful profpeX be- 
fore him ; and drove from thence every 
other principle, tilhg|Jhad glutted itfelf 
with the blood of f||||rithin his reach, 
who had either contributed to his mif- 
fortunes, or by real or fancied con- 
nexions wfrh his enemies became ob- 
noxious to fa» revenge. In a word, as the 
influence dp^ofe who were the Nabob’s 

avowed 
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avowed enemies amougft us, had encou- 
raged the contention, which at length be- 
came universal again# him; his refit- 
ment no longer limited itfelf to particu- 
lars, but became national j and the Eng- 
li£b in general, as well as their adherents, 
were the natural objects of it. Such 
was the dreadful end of the meafures, 
whicha violent party hadprofecu ted with 
immoveable perfeveraaee, fr qa»jh <? be- 
ginning of Moor Coffin*’® go^Pment \ 
although I had fpared no pains to per- 
fuade them, and aS the world, of the 
neceffity of the meafures which I had 

taken, and to reftore unanimity to our 
country, by which the tranquillity fo 
happily eftablifhed jtfjtfd have been 
preserved, and tholh^BSaSs prevented, 
which have finc^&Uen, with equal Se- 
verity, upon us» 

The Nabob, wRhany of his letters, 
complained of a correlpondence carried 
on by Mr. Ellis, and major Carnac, with 
Shuja Dowla j and of a co^feted defign, 
to procure the King’s noniraMSjn of ano- 
ther perfon to the fuballlfree. This 

certain- 
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certainly was aibbje&of very great un- 
eafinefs to the Nabob j buy fcpwever af- 
fured he might be of the reality of iuch 
defigns, he could never produce faffici- 
ent proofs to fati&fy the Board of the 
truth of them, as thofe gentlemen con- 
ftantly denied the charge^ affirming it 
to have no other foundation, than in 
his di&ffe&ton to the Engliffi, and his 
readi^^|tO credit every idle report to 
their liHvantage. It has force appear- 
ed, that he had but too much reafon 
for thefe complaints, as will be feen in 
the following extra&t of two letters, 
which were received from Shitabroy, and 
Momtaz o Dowla, force the conclufion 
of the war* v<^ffihcy might think there 
was no longer ray occafion to conceal 
their fervices, butjffihpr chofe to make 
a merit of them v^ MM nth parties, now 
united againftMcIPEoffim. 



Extra & 
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Extract of a Letter from Rajah Shitabroy 
t% Major Adams. . ^ 

" ~\T OU are acquainted with the at- 
A tachment I have long fliewn to 
the Englifh gentlemen ; accordingly, you 
have feen with your own eyes the favors 
beftowed on me by colonel Cootej and 
you may remember, that he introduced 
me to you at Gherggjtee. Moreover, you 
mud; have heard froift colonel and 

major Carnac, of my fervices mpAating 
with the King. Afterwards, when I re- 
tired out of the Patna province, on account 
of the enmity of Meer Mahomed Coffim, 
I went to the Royal army, where I re- 
mained eight months with the King, and 
the Vizir; and then ^^p^izir fent me 
along withMharajah limeeBehader, who 
is Naib of the puMgnces, and has autho- 
rity over all the%^fli of the empire. As 
I was always exOTmely^iefirous of ob- 
taining the good will of the Englilh gen- 
tlemen, I forwarded all the&jters which 
Mr. Ellis and Mr. Lu{hdnra| fent to 
the Court, and treated ft^^Uvin a pro- 
per manner ; and accordh||j|y it is uni- 
, verfally 
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verfally reported, jwat all the^finefs of 
the Englifli Chiefs at the Imperial 
Court is carried on through Shitabroy.”' 

ExtraB of a Letter from Momtaz o’ 
Dowla Ferzund Cawn BuXy, to Ma- 
jor Camac. Received December 15, 
1763. . % 

“ Tk 4 T'E ER CO SSlM,notwithftand- 
IVl ^the finallfi|p of his charge, 
and theplpt dur^itt of his govern- 
ment, is yet greatly in debt to the Royal 
Sircar; his Majefty has long been dif- 
pleafed with him. You feveral times 
reprefen ted to the Royal prefence the 
Behaviour of Meer Coffim, and your 
earned; defire, ndc|||p it unadvifeable 
or difapproved ; a^^ns Majefiy’s incli- 
nations and endeavours^Leliow likewife 
entirely fuitable.”- 



I Have been iphfeiTby my enemies, 
of efpoufing, too partially, thecaufeol 


the Nabob ; 
ed me as 
lenity to th 
I think it ne 
Vol. III. 



friends have blam- 
exercifing too great 
twhich oppofed me. 
» fhew the princi- 
0 d pies 
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of the 
myfelf towards 


Ees on^ 
both. 

T he Nabob was fcarcely advanced to 
the fubahfbip, when the party formed 
itfelf agaiaft him ; and as they made no 
lecret of tkvdr fentkoents, bwt rather 
induftrioufly publiflitd them, he had no- 
tice of it aim og|as ^^n as it was form- 

en to fupport 

He was tohh that cohawp^oote, ma- 
jor Carnae* Mr. Amyatt, and Mr. EI- 
Hs, had written againfl: him to the Com- 
pany ; that they had fworn together to 
effect the reftitutioH of faffier Alice Cawn> 


and that Mr. F 
patched to E 
defign. It 
endeavor, b 
him of my 
fupport him in alt 
this f fo far fueceedecfc 
tire confidence id m 
and to preferve an 
as long as he law, 
power to befriend 



* had been dif- 
afiift in the feme 
e my fmfinefs to 
eadsy to convince 
id refolution to 
rights ; and in 
gain his en- 
:nt to him, 
over him, 
Pad' it in my 
'In fupporting 
him. 



One of the furgeons of Calcutta. 




At. 


4«>3 

him, I knew a$|€ftabKih- 

ment, with whlS» the Mtei^iSs of the 

Company Were fo connected; that they 
eouM not be fepa#a<ted without danger of 
involving both in ruin; and I knew 
alfoy that he note r could raifd his power 
to an equality with oars, nor attempt to 
ihake off his depewdeasy onus, with the 
haft p ra fci fei Kty of fi&Sfecfs.- Bfcfides, 
do any mHm aJImC that every ftronger 
power m^^nepoach upon 1 the rights of 
his Weaker neighbor, for fear that, at 
feme future time, he fliouid become able 
to difpute Upon MOre equal terms ? But 
the foppofition of fuefer a defign, in the 
Nabob, prOeeecM^ft^frofi' a confciouf- 
nefe of having dc ffi |jp||foch injuries, as 
might naturally move his i wfentment. In- 
ftead, therefore* o| 
injuries* We 1 


our encroach: 
and juft 
friendfhi 
more indi 
to obferve 
public trea 



uin to former 
defifted from 
and by that eaiy 
have confirmed the 
usj a conduct the 
as- we were bound 
ftrongeft ties of 


Ddi 


To 



404 A N'a r r a t the • 

To ei|ifeli£h hitr^herefore, In; the 
full authority over hirown people, and 
aHow him* the juft rights of his govern- 
ment, was to make him an ufeful ally in- 
ftead of a burthen to us, which he muft 
be without thefe, whilft, hy (hewing a 
fteady zeal and attachment to his inte- 
refts, we. fhould Jpfupe the feme attach- 
ment in him Wours, and npiic him a 
faithful ope. w _ |g&| 

This rule. 1 1 atd»sd<i%jOB^ny con- 
duit ; and as fer as it confuted with the 
interefts of the Company to which it was 
fubfervient, I invariably purfued it, ex- 
cepting where the v iol ence of faction 
forced me into which I could 

then I kept the 
view, and renewed it 
ety to- the caufe 
and I have now 
of reflecting, 
demen, at 
Led them- 
ould, to 
cquifitions 
oflim’s ad- 
vancement 


not .prevent } 

feme princip 
when I coul 
which I was 
the confcious feti 
that had the reft 6f 
the head of our affair 
felves by my exa; 
this time, have enj 
derived to us from 
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▼ancement tf^^^bahfhipjJapJroved by 
all the benefits that a fettlecflfifft^ijillity, 
and a flourifhingcommerce, qould add to 
them i and have had every reafon to rejoice 
in our friendship and conneCtidft with a 
man, whom we now regard as a vaga- 
bond, a murderer, and the worft of ty- 
rants, rendered fuch .by the defpair to 
which our injufiice ha^driven him. 

W Hrap* ilrfbored to -heep the Nabob 
firm t<||pttf .ff9gageihtSts, I was no lefs 
follicitous, v on the "other hand, of intro- 


ducing a good underftanding amongft 
ourfelves. It is true, I neither attempt- 
ed this by unbecoming follicitations, nor 


by confulting Mg, 
thofe whom I 
opinion with 
integrity of my 
every attack on 
I had been an 
withftood evi 



at interefts of 
:o fee of the fame 
t refting bn the 
art, I oppofed 
ment, which 
in raifing, and 
tilt upon my own cha- 


racter, withS^rafoper and forbearance ; 
knowin^^wall® oppofe their violence 
with eqiMw p^Pje . would but accele- 
rate the r^P^^fee Company’s affairs, 

Ei which 



nature mflin 


upon the errors and pa$ioas of* others, 
*vith th# indulgence which } fyouldex- 
p£# t° my own } and f yielded the more 
readify to this prevailing inclination* he- 
eaufe f fc/iew, that nothing tended fo 
furely to the deQntMw&f afiy&tte, even 


§|ich werp&k 
the fpirits I \ ' 

found, top lat 
loft all its effect 
ly rpoted, and with 
by mutual ties, to pe 
in wftich they wer 
If my opinion b 


sSstLy ■■‘r'ji’.-j. 
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tioos are neoaSai afcr o prevent fjpfh trou- 
aod a renews of our d^jpglfeg with 
lent. I anl&r, that 



roles agreed on with Meer 
Coffim inuft be adopted* or an entire 
flop put to the innovations which have 
taken place fiace the capture of Calcut- 
ta, and the private trade retrained with r 
in its ancient bounds^ r. 

T R ^fp^>n is plain * great advantages 
accru^^^a th<0 articles of trade, both 
to the country merchants who uied to 
carry it on, and to the government by 
the c idioms they drew from it. Both 
thefe are now cut off, and the advan- 
tages in a mawwx^engcofled by the Eng- 
lifft, who fay,1 
and, to fuppot 


and gomaftahs 
rity, indepen 
government. 

If we 
and go 
bob’s 
thority. 
depends 



pay no .c ustom s ; 

.tioa, oi ^fe nts 
:d with an autho- 
offtcers of the 

UP' 1 ' ‘ 

power of our agents 
acquiefce in the Na- 
rcifing their proper au- 
difputes where fuch 
are concerned, then 
4 they. 





tbeyi -igMjgp mod: j^'*^abufe- their 
authon^..ai*l$otdQ^&^ra that trade, 
impeli^ftot only; bjllfte Jfep^r with 
whicfi they regard this inn&fcgfcn of 
•ours, and by their own interefts, but by 
the complaints of the country merchants, 
who find themfelves excluded, and the 
©pprelfions to which -|his trade is more 
peculiarly liable^hejvunder noeontroul. 

T h ^'.Ispi^^^igKri^t^kthority 

in his own juftice 

be difputed, and own ju- 

rifdidion does not extend thither ; nor 
have we either judges to determine dis- 
putes in thofe diftant parts, or laws to 
determine them by ; Jgf’tfc is right of the 

C °lS y g0ye ” ime7 ' f ®Sf er ^ ded ’ andI 

an ^yid^mi^^j^ H p ) fe relblved, that 

pri vate trade extend 
fo'i^y- and iSMM ^^b e improper to 
remark here, this rea- 

foning, I agreed iliMKn&ltation of 
the ift of March, tbHE^gents and 

gon^ftahs fhould nudHStlft to the 
actual controul of 
ment, after having jj 


E govern- 
i .Nabob 




# 



'- r V ' : 
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that t^l^iotiMf ’tfbr 
refolve^; that they 
: ree trade articles, 
all places, there was nb way of 
preserving it, but by' fuperfeding that 
right of the Nabob’s government. 

The violences with which the Na- 
bob's officers dkereifed their authority, 
the inftan t it ivas pftcbito their hands. 


and ^^churagemefttt#ich Ae Nabob 
had teSjwLfco ■ it, made me lefs attentive 
to the natural rights of juftice in this 
cafe, where I faw plainly, that on either 
fide there would be great oppreffions 5 
and I lefs dreaded the effects of any com- 
plaints whfoh^e Nabob might make, 
than the dal 
they would 
were the fufferers. 


fequenc 





Meer Jfafm, is 
>n thefe fubjeds, 
was ; and I amplain- 
at upon the preJ^nt fyf- 
can be prefemll with 
o governments claffi 
Hand upon a friendly 
footing ; 





footing; api therefore, 


ftridion^f^ore-mentiogfed, r #^the 
higheil degree of abfurdity, totitfbjige 
the national faith to a treaty, which it 
is not poffible fhould fnh fift j and to 
bind ourfelves to fupport the Nabob in 
the authority over his country, when 
we deny him the exereife of that autho- 
rity for the predion of lm/^ iub- 
jeds, at the lame lime _ 

feffedly want the pd*$pf tt> mS^them 
ourfelves. • , ' J ~- 

It has been afferted by Mefl*. John- 
Itone and Hay in feme of their minutes, 
and I believe by other m«fbers of the 
^^ r 4| f|jh at the oppz^^^ttifof the go- 
^ of by 

in^^ble did, and 

adually do be impro- 

per to fubjoin fom^^^^Lf. Jitters I 
have received on the i^^^Sdifferent 
timeworn the chiefe JIl^fcW ^. 
nate fadories. • j| 

The firft, is an M 


fk letter 
from 


* 


ftona chief 

the 8th qf^pveroher, i 


tp ferhid the nfe of force m trade, md 
jMrticSjWl y the pra&iee of obliging the 
inhabitants to purebafe tobacco, whether 
they wanted it or not, and at an exorbi- 
tant advanced price* This extra# will 
ferve at once to flwfsr the countenance 
whic^^^oppreflioha haye met with, 
and ^ii^||oflibiiity pf carrying on the 
iftltunJ^Fadfi: without the ufe of force, 
which muft be productive of oppreffions; 
unlefs we would reconcile k to the coun- 
try government, by paying dude# like 
other mer 


the Govern 


I 
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full ^ was 

fell below the .commop 
ket, thef>ykt*s and mt" 
intimidated from trading with 
lefs permitted to do fo ; nor is it proba- 
ble they would, when it is lb oppofiteto 
the intereftof the people in the govern- 
ment : fo that an undue and ruinous in- 
fluence muft be opted bn one^ljde, ant * 
nothina: left to obnbfe it.” , JdLaia 


lothing left to oppofe it. 

'%■ I? *v 

Extract of a Letter* 

Gray, Chief at Mali 
Hated January 7, 1764. 

“ OINCE my arrival 
^ had an -opportu 

vmg^s ggiHagi 

ta 



>rge 
v Governor. 



g c 

tdiSmSSSh. reafo 
-Want of influence 
is tarjy:o pieces by 
in i^^itta walk at 
wh tfMpt y are fent Ov 
lord It over the count 
reiats and mere 




?re, I have 
/ feeing the 
die Calcut- 
n their bufi- 
lave certainly 
of their 
try, which 
Is, who 
but 
iihips, 
\g the 
'ting ami 
talking 








grievous dfetratffort 
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of r e^^ns*. if 

-Ration ha^p* haf for 
,*J which is now l^d^for thofe 

erf A4ttr Jatfffer, and without which no 
ftiendlh^ cam poffibiy fobfift between 
the two governments, I am perfaaded 
hr would have prom? a faithfolalFy. 

As feon as thr war whir B&er Cof- 
aa^ tfi^j^Boh Meer 

mcfft;:|4ot^ht myfdf now at liberty to 
fcavr the country, which I had before 
declared ray rcfolatton of doing, when 

there fhouM be no longer any public can 
upon me ^ • - 

qtraihtaf .4. 

iathefidS 

Copy of the 
fiemen of 
Decerai 




and uafefft^ate 
:h which the #fcr with 

fan, and which fpread 
'fisaje-fneafure adfe&ed 
the 







T f- .. 


fjJiWjl 

I ilnfaw 


Sfe^g* 


£§H 

WrnLiiu 


now maitersof the whole prov 
hoftilitres at an end, I think my Em- 
ployers cannot difapprove of my proie- 
cuting that intention tins feafon ; and 
that my fiends and family might blame 

reafons, in 3 Vtdrtna£| ; which. kfp|>een 
found to- affed: rne ; '^%resp«-a(Etiy'with 
dangerous diforders/ is.my intention, 
therefore, to take my leave of you the 
beginning of next month, and to pro- 

where I IfesdF^nbark 


• r'iAJttS 


I *3 

I li iik - ■•it 


tfbns occur to m_ 
of tiup^untry. Me 
gai^St^ofleffion of th 
is mywflfh he ihoulcl 
as long as he lives, 
wifh before, bu 


^j art 

- ■ ' .-•*/ 

si 


•5M i* -•» 
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and not 

tions I am apprehenfive 

that yo& tr»ay foOn find yourlpfes under 
the iaJi^&ifficulties. The Nabob’s in- 
capacity for bufinefs is univerfally ac- 
knowledged ; he fhould endeavor to 
make up for that deficiency, by appoint- 
ing men of experience and chara&er to 
manage .the different braaehesjbut he 
feems father to iheibae'^ throw himfelf 
into the hands of thoib who flatter his 
weaknefs, and take advantage of it. We X 
are affured that Nundcoomar has, at this 
time, the entire difpofal of the Nabob’s 
will, and ofegjl the affairs of the pro- 
vinces, of vdn^pl^confequehcietvili he, 
that we Khali coil^^tHy be a|huKed^»i 
perplexed with^las arts apd iinti^^s^ 
We Khali be tolt^^f Kchemes,f^^ ^ 
King, and the 
of the empi 
tereft he h 
obliged to 
in the Kiel 
defigns w. 
our militant 
Vol. III. 




id all the i 
weight and in- 

We Khali ^ 
ge army conftantly 
e province again# 
exifted, by which 
;s wihLabforb the 
mo# 






ers. 
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moft pari our revi 
bob .into 

fipation or his money 
to indulge the * pride of his Sinifter, 
and at length being unable to fulfil his 
engagements, and pay his own troops, 
will fall again to ruin. 

This danger fttould be provided again ft 
as foon as ait^gp^tunUy offen|, 4 of ad- 
vifing with the itilkib inj^tf'iaanner, 
as not to excite his jealoufy or fear ; and 
the fame opportunity fhouldalfo be taken 
of fettling the fuccefiion, that there may 
be no confufion in cafe of his demife, as 
from his advanced age fijilf an event may 
jts be appreher 

Sensible 


a ftrikmg inftance 
fition. The very 
and his prin- 
but the praifes 
s are received 
ny affurances 
the funnuds 
e muft give 
mployments, 
.belonging to the 
ob, at his depar- 



There is before 
of ^Nundcoomar’s 
firft letters which 
cipal officers, are £11 
©fNuntlcoomar. His 
before the Nabob’s ownj^ 
are given the Nabob 
for the provinces, he 
Nundcoomarfuch and fudbi 
the inoft honopjble and 
government 
ture frttoi 




ifed to Roydoolub. 
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of tbfll&eflity of 
guar0|tjppgainft' , &efe dangers, it is with 
reludtahiiMi 1 mention them, left it fhould 
be foggefted, that I would promote any 
meafures difagreeable to the Nabob ; 
but as my duty to the Company has al- 
ways had more weight with me than any 
other conflderation, Cq it is that only, 
which, # this oceafiotb delates to me. 

By fame o£ the Nabob's letters, you 
have feen already with how much unea- 
finefs he exprefles himfelf upon the leaft 
complaint of the agents, or gomaftahs, of 
our fubordin^ fad&ories, interfering with 
his officers in*j||Fp$rt of thecountiy.Our 
influence is futl^that it will, fglflfe 
moft part, over-mle the Nabob’s ; 
any dependent of ours may abufe fcbfltt 
influence with if the greateft: 

care is not on all fuch oc.- 

cafions, the fe^^bimts that are made 
are a t tende djtethiavidio u s exaggerations, 
g j£>much poflible the 
inrnment. In fhort, 
ended, kfelf fo very 


in order ep| 
jealoufy o: 
our author! 


near the Nabob' 



*$0f cc i ucntl y 

clafhing. 


■frW 
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clafhiag, withot^l^M^^|llfckj^ and 
moderate conduit on ’both^^^^ they 
cannot fubfift upon their pre^fH^pting, 
nor a friendfhip be maintained with this 
Nabob, or any other. 

To put an end to this precarious and 
fluctuating ftate, it is likely the Com- 
pany will refolve t>n an entire change of 
iyftem, and either cba$v tbeipWn con- 
nections with the ybunt|yr |^5ernment 
into narrower limits,, aj^ r t^ti^$he pri- 
vate trade to the footing it was’o^hefore 
the capture of Calcutta > or elfe extend 
them further, and render v( the country 
government fully an£ c^llefledly depen- 
^ nn theirs. wlfl require your 

gfeteft care, geattenven, to keep the 
even, iintilrtfejQrders of the Com- 
pany^ can arrive^sd ^prevent a repeti- 
tion of thofe tr^y:^ ^^ ^:pts, of which 
have lately b&|^|^ufihappy wit- 


id the fol- 



In anfwer to 
lowing lett^froih 




Copy 




. .•da** t-- '■ ■ 

• H \ . ’’ r :^ <v 
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Copy the gentlemen of 

the. Mp&tW* thi ' the Governor. Dated 
Dci^raper 19, 1763. 

S 


“ fTl HE letter which you laid before 
A us at the Board this morning, 
having met with our ferious confidera- 
tion, we beg leave to offer you our fen- 
timents thereon. 


T hough the war againft Coffim Allee 
Cawn is near, brought to a conclufion, and 
we Jurae a ptofpedt of the country be- 
ing f&ortly reftored to its former tran- 
quillity, yet it will be a work of great 
difficulty to eftablifh meafures for ren- 
dering that ^^lillity perfect and fe- 
cure ; and mai^ffi&itttions will be ^nd 
neceflary to be taken, to ppevcnt,,;j^p)f- 
fible, the counttyjlnd Company’s 4f||% 
from being agag| expofed to the hazard 
and defolatiottj^^rar^ thofe which you 
have yourfel^^fftrfced, are fuch as tend 
very effen^^to this purpofe, and Wlll 
require t^^^j^^k'Aeadinefs and atten- 
tion, to to an happy iflue. 

From a comi&o* therefore. Sir, of the 
material fervioeryho can of, in for- 

— ^ i ’* ‘ ft**- 

warding 
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warding fo falutary a w^^ s^id where- 
in the well-being of tkfc-WfaBijj&ify is fo 
immediately concerned, we c^&ot but 
unanimoufly jpin in requefting. t&it you 
will poftpone your intention ofreturn- 
ing to Europe 'this feafon, and that you 
will continue in the Prefidency of this 
fettlement, until we {hall have the honor 
to receive the Company’s orders, in regard 
to the future management of their affairs 
in thefe provinces. We are, .with much 
efleem, SIR, 

Your moft obedient 
Humble Servants, 




. 


William Billers, 
John Carnac, 
Warden Haftings, 
Randolph Marriott, 
Hisgh Watts, 
Senior, 
jrdett.” 


ffFON this re 
Council, I could 



of the 
defer my 
departure. 


ffranfat 


?L. 
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departure, /i®i’accordin^ly replied to 
their letter ih the following terms. 


*> 

Copy of a Letter from the Governor to the 
GmtJemen of the Council. Dated De- 
cember 22 j 1763. 


“ T Have received the honor of your 
letter of the 19th, in which you 
are pleafed to exprefs your opinion, that 
my remaining in the government at this 
time is eifentjal to the Company’s fervice. 
As I think it my duty to prefer that 
confederation before all others, I have, in 
conference of your reprefen tation, de- 
termined to flay till next feafon. I ihall 
hope, from your affiftance, fuch relief as 
my uncertain; health may require, 
and am happy Wge convidmn, t%we 
fhall carry on att'Our buiinefs with a per- 
fed unanimity.”^.-' .* v -v' 

■.if*?- -: ■- 

I Shoul^ not have introduced a cir- 
cumftance R> little confequencer, . and 
merely pe^M^as this is, but that thq 
reader expeded fuch an ex- 

planatioupfe^emotives of my continu- 


ance 






f * 
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ance in the chair, or pgdfiVfe-jtS^ attri- 
buted it to caprice, after my tiling, in 
fo formal a manner, dedarelv^gd re- 
peated my refolution, to hold it, n^fenger 
than whilft the„*war lafted. It remains 
now to fay fbme thing of#the Memorial 
itfelf. 

The plan upon which it is formed 
may be objected to, as attended with too 
much prolixity, and fome,timef pe rhaps 
with a confufion of circumftances, and 
want of cbnne£ion, :; bwing' to the fre- 
quent, and, in fome places, very long 
quotations from the records of the go- 
vernment. But I fliouldTather hear it 
taxed with this inconvejnehce, than re- 
proached with want tflfccmdbr, as would 
have|pen die cafe, made the quo- 
tations partially, m&Hllg thofe opinions 
which might iupporf^y-^rguments, and 
omitting what wafSsiqMMOn the other 
lide of the queftion, b£5^p^h I have been 
the- more cautious,^aii the prin- 
cipal gentlemen, wl^fc^^Mfefrom me, 
have themfelves falle^^^a^P unhappy 
troubles. . 

-ffSF 

As 


2&t 
■iLl, ■ 
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I SiAVB^fepife endeavored to avoid 
in the expreffion. all paffionate or indecent 
term$j in fhort, my view has been to 
fliewlhe uprightnefs of my own inten- 
tions, with as little reproach as poffible 
to others j and, in this v light, I hope it 
will be accepted by the world. 


The END. 











